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NNooww  WWee  BBeeggiinn
by Fr. William Nordenbrock, C.PP.S.

For two weeks in July 2013, 40 rep-
resentatives of the community
from around the world, gathered in

Rome for the XX General Assembly. I
believe that it was a Spirit-filled and
momentous occasion for our Congre -
gation. For me it was certainly a life
changing event, since I was asked to
assume the service of leadership as
Moderator General. But it is my hope that
it will prove to be a life changing event for
the Congre gation as a whole, as we live
our way into a new vision for the future.

Like all General Assemblies, we gathered
in discernment to consider our future and
to elect a new general administration.
However, the As sembly was unique in
the approach that we took to that faithful
task. We engaged in a process called
Appre ciative Discernment.
Appreciative Discernment is an approach
to a spiritual activity that is rooted in a
secular theory of organizational dynam-

See page 8 �

TThhee  BBlloooodd  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  ppoouurreedd  oouutt  ffoorr  aallll  aanndd  ddrraawwiinngg  aallll  nneeaarr,,  iiss
tthhee  ssoouurrccee  aanndd  ssuummmmiitt  ooff  oouurr  lliiffee  aanndd  mmiissssiioonn..  TThhiiss  BBlloooodd
iimmppeellss  uuss  ttoo  aaffffiirrmm  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  lliiffee  aass  wwee  eemmbbrraaccee  aa  wwoouunndd--
eedd  hhuummaanniittyy  aanndd  ccrreeaattiioonn..
RRooootteedd  iinn  tthhee  SSppiirriittuuaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  PPrreecciioouuss  BBlloooodd  aanndd  tthhee
MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrdd,,  oouurr  mmiissssiioonn  iiss  ttoo  bbee  aa  pprroopphheettiicc  wwiittnneessss
ffoorr  tthhee  rreenneewwaall  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  aanndd  tthhee  ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff
wwoorrlldd..  AAss  aa  ccoouurraaggeeoouuss  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ddiisscciipplleess,,
tthhee  CCrryy  ooff  tthhee  BBlloooodd  ccaallllss  uuss  ttoo  tthhee  eeddggeess  ooff  ssoocciieettyy  ttoo  bbee
aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ffoorr  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  aanndd  hhooppee  aass  wwee  mmiinn--
iisstteerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  GGoodd..
LLiivviinngg  tthhee  BBoonndd  ooff  CChhaarriittyy,,  oouurr  lliiffee  rreefflleeccttss  aa  mmuullttiiccuullttuurraall  ccoomm--
mmuunniioonn  ooff  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  llaayy  aassssoocciiaatteess..  FFaaiitthhffuull
ttoo  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  cchhaarriissmm  ooff  SSaaiinntt  GGaassppaarr,,  oouurr  mmiissssiioonn  hhoouusseess
aarree  ssaaccrreedd  ssppaacceess  ooff  hhoossppiittaalliittyy  aanndd  rreenneewwaall  ffoorr  mmiissssiioonn..
EEvveerryy  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eemmbbrraacceess  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  sshhaarreedd  
lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ffoorr  tthhee  wweellll--bbeeiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  OOuurr  cchhoosseenn
lleeaaddeerrss  aarree  sseerrvvaannttss  wwhhoo  aanniimmaattee  uuss  ttoo  sshhaarree  oouurr  ggiiffttss  ffoorr  
tthhee  rreeaalliizzaattiioonn  ooff  oouurr  vviissiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ffuullffiillllmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  RReeiiggnn  
ooff  GGoodd..

VVIISSIIOONN  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
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in our relationships and ministry.
To be fluent in the language of our
spirituality requires more than
knowing the phrases and images.
It requires that we have integrated
the spirituality and made it our
own personal spirituality. The path
of this integration is frightening; it
requires that we embrace our own
woundedness. It is a very human
tendency to deny and to seek 
to avoid our own
wounds, but in our
dialogue at the Ge -
neral Assembly we
recognized that when
we are able to acknow -
ledge our wounds it
brings us into a deeper
relationship with the
wounded Christ. When
we are wounded, we
find solace in the
wounds of Christ. The

blood of Christ becomes the balm
that heals our wounds and trans-
forms our lives. Having been
healed in the wounds of Christ, we
become missionaries who are will-
ing to be with all who are wound-
ed. The Blood of Christ that has
healed us empowers us to accom-
pany those who need healing, into
the wounds of Christ, so that they
too can be healed. 

St. Gaspar had a dream that
there would be a thousand
tongues proclaiming the

merits of the Precious Blood. It is
the dream of the XX General
Assembly that we would fulfill the
dream of St. Gaspar by every
member and lay associate being
articulate in the language of our
spirituality.

During the recent decades, we have
developed the language of our spir-
ituality. The images of Cup, Cross
and Covenant provide a framework
for bringing the scriptural founda-
tion of the spirituality into contem-
porary applications. Listening and
responding to the “cry of the
blood,” has become a contempo-
rary metaphor for reading and
responding to the signs of the
times. It is a phrase that invites us
to lead a discerning life where we
are daily guided by our spirituality

HHooww  wwee  lliivvee  PPrreecciioouuss  BBlloooodd  SSppiirriittuuaalliittyy
The Blood of Christ flows through all of creation, and is most clearly expressed in our solidarity at the table
of Eucharist. Grounded in the biblical foundations of this spirituality, we articulate the language of Cup,
Cross, and Covenant and incarnate this in our prayer, preaching, ministry, and a life that is poured out. 

Embracing our own woundedness, missionaries are a committed presence in the midst of a suffering world
and enter into healing relationships with those who cry out for reconciliation and liberation.

bond of charity is the concrete
expression of that covenant and
the bond of charity gets expressed
most concretely through any
action which communicates our
deep trust, respect and love of the
other. 
The importance of dialogue and
communication cannot be over-
stated. Through words and actions

we must relate to one another
“heart to heart.” Our shared lives
must be an embodied dialogue
where all assume the risk of being
vulnerable with another; demon-
strating by our own vulnerability
that we are creating the space, a
sanctuary, for another to share
from their heart. Our vulnerability
in communication invites another

To be like the open heart of
Christ: What an inspiring
and challenging image of

community life! This is a call for
our communities to be that safe
and sacred place where all know
that they are embraced in uncondi-
tional love. 

Our communion is held together
by our covenant relationship. The

HHooww  wwee  lliivvee  oouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLiiffee
Like the open heart of Christ, our communities are sacred spaces of deep dialogue where we share our joys
and sorrows, hopes and dreams in an atmosphere of trust, respect and love.

Our communities are grounded in the covenant relationship with Christ and one another. In this bond of
charity we are sensitive to and enriched by our cultural diversity. We give witness through the authenticity
of our lives and a simple lifestyle. 

We are a reconciled community in order to be missionaries of reconciliation. 

As Christ, who opened his arms on the Cross, drew all peoples to Himself, we, incorporated members and
lay associates, form an open communion where all are welcome.
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inseparable connection between
loving God and loving others, our
discipleship is a relationship in
which we are called to follow
Christ into the field to work.  

We are challenged to do so in a
prophetic way, giving witness to
the one that we follow. While we
share a common vision for living
our mission, that vision can only
be lived out locally. By each mis-
sionary and by each local commu-
nity, we are challenged to be
engaged in our two-fold mission.
The action plans for this pillar of
our vision issues a very specific
challenge to each of
the units of the Con -
gregation. In every
part of the Congre -
gation, we are called
to “develop a plan to
reach out and offer
spiritual, human and
ministerial renewal to
the local clergy (and
other ministers) and
the local church.” Also
the challenge is given
that each unit “initiate

or expand a ministry with those on
the edge, the marginalized.”

During the previous six years, the
General Curia encouraged a dia-
logue within the Congregation
about being missionary. Through
an international workshop (2009)
and dialogues sponsored in each of
the units, we have begun to devel-
op a common understanding of
mission. This missionary forma-
tion must continue throughout the
Congregation as members and
associates live our vision of mis-
sion into reality.

The Vision of the XX Gene -
ral Assembly affirmed a
two-fold mission for the

Congregation. God calls us to
work for the renewal of the Church
and the reconciliation of the world.
Our Vision for our future is firmly
grounded in our history and tradi-
tion. Perhaps the story that best
exemplifies this two fold mission
would be the missionary preaching
of St. Gaspar in Sonnino. In that
ministry Gaspar was a prophetic
witness to the authorities of the
Church that a spiritual solution
was possible. At the same time, it
was a ministry of reconciliation in
which Gaspar courageously placed
himself in the midst of a very real
conflict and was an ambassador of
Christ.

This is a vision of a missionary dis-
cipleship that reflects the theology
of the Second Vatican Council
which affirms the call to holiness
of all the People of God. Together
we follow Christ, but this is not
just to be in a personal relationship
with Jesus as a way of holiness.
Just as the Gospel teaches the

HHooww  wwee  lliivvee  oouurr  MMiissssiioonn
Energized by the vision of the Second Vatican Council and Catholic Social Teaching, we beckon all the 
baptized to unite with us in living the universal call to holiness and mission. In creative fidelity to our
founder, St. Gaspar, we offer the Spirituality of the Precious Blood for the renewal of the Church, especially
the clergy and other ministers.

We are prophetic missionaries who are a reconciling presence in the midst of conflict and division. In our
ministry of the Word, we have greatest respect for the peoples to whom we are sent and their cultures.

expressed in our vision is one of an
open communion. This is not to
negate the reality of a canonical
definition of membership, but it is
to build on that foundation with a
dream of a community life in
which we celebrate our commu-
nion, and we establish a covenant
relationship, with all who share
our spirituality and mission. A
great challenge found in the
Message of the Assembly is to
“deepen our commitment to
working to wards the fullest partic-
ipation possible of lay associates
in our communal life, spirituality
and apostolic work.”

to a relationship which is a mirror
of the relationship established by
Christ with us. 

This communication brings us into
that right relationship, a reconciled
community which can give wit-
ness and be a reconciling presence
in the Church and the world. 

In the discernment of the Ge neral
Assembly, it is very significant to
note that the vision of community
life is not defined in mere canoni-
cal terms. In imitation of St.
Gaspar who gave us the bond of
charity instead of the legality of
vows, the vision of community



SSnnaappsshhoottss ffrroomm tthhee AAsssseemmbbllyy
Photos by Juan Acuña, C.PP.S.
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FFrr..  EEmmaannuueellee  LLuuppii was born in Albano on February 5,
1974. He entered the Minor Seminary of the
Missionaries at Albano, in 1985. In
1992, he entered the Major Seminary
of the Congregation in Rome and began
special formation and his studies in
Philosophy at the Pontifical Gregorian
University. After his theological stud-
ies, he left for Peru in August, 1997 and
spent the next two years collaborating
in the youth ministry both in the parish
and in the parish school.
He returned to Italy in September of
1999 and took up studies at the Faculty
of Ecclesiastical History at the Pontifical Gregorian
University. He wrote his treatise on “St. Gaspar and
the Reform of religious life and of the clergy at the
time of Pius VII, 1800-1823.” 
He then served at the Salvatorian Institute of Phi -
losophy and Theology at Morogoro, Tanzania from

2002-2004, as both archivist and as professor of the
history of religious life and patrology. 

He returned to Lima, Peru in 2005 and
was the chaplain for the school of St.
Francis of Borja, as well as professor of
Ecclesiastical History and Patroloy at
the Superior Institute of Theological
Studies John XXIII. He also conducted
television programs in the local Pax TV.
In January 2008 he was named General
Archivist of the Congregation. While
serving in this capacity he was admit-
ted to the School of Paleografia,

Archivistica and Diplomatica of the Secret Vatican
Archive, where he obtained his diploma as Archivist.
From 2011 to 2013 he was a member of the
Commission for India. He was elected Vice
Moderator in July 2013 and serves also as Pro -
curator General and Archivist.

FFrr..  WWiilllliiaamm  NNoorrddeennbbrroocckk was born in 1955 to a
German American family in Ohio, an area that is
served by the CPPS. He is a member of
the Cincinnati Province and a product
of their formation program. He has a
degree in Philosophy from St. Joseph’s
College and a Masters of Divinity
degree from Catholic Theological Union
in Chicago. He was definitely incorpo-
rated in 1980 and ordained in 1983. His
continuing formation includes a
Masters degree in Administration and a
Doctor of Ministry Degree, with a con-
centration in spirituality. The focus of
this study was the development of ministerial
method for effecting reconciliation.
He has diverse ministerial experience, which mostly
involved administration and community service. He
has been a hospital chaplain; lived in a contempla-

tive house of prayer; been a formator; and served
his Province in planning and fund raising capacities.

He has experience in the implementa-
tion of vision and was the initial
Director of the Companions Program,
the lay associate program of the
Cincinnati and Kansas City Provinces.
He was also a part of the founding team
of missionaries that envisioned and
began the Precious Blood Ministry of
Reconciliation in Chicago and contin-
ued to be on staff at that ministry,
while serving as a non-resident General
Councilor (since 2007).

Trusting in God and the cooperation of all the mem-
bers, he looks forward to the challenge of serving as
the Moderator General and helping us all to imple-
ment the Vision that was discerned at the XX
General Assembly.

SSaayyiinngg  YYEESS  ttoo  SSeerrvvaanntt  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp



T
h
e
C
u
p
o
f
t
h
e
N
e
w
C
o
v
e
n
a
n
t

7777

FFrr..  WWaalltteerr  MMiillaanndduu is a doctoral candidate in spiritu-
al theology at the Pontifical Gregorian Uni versity in
Rome. He was born on De cem ber 9,
1966 at Tabora, Tanzania. After his ordi-
nary and advanced secondary school
education at Maua Seminary (Moshi)
and Don Bosco Seminary (Dodoma)
respectively, he joined the the Oljoro
National Service camp in Arusha for  one
year. In 1992 he joined Merlini House of
formation, Dodoma. In the following
year he started philosophical and theo-
logical studies at Salva to rian Institute,
Morogoro. He was incorporated in the
Congregation of the Missionaries of the Precious

Blood on October 19, 2002 and was ordained priest
on June 15, 2003. In the same year, he joined the

Gregorian University in Rome for fur-
ther studies in seminary formation and
spiritual theology. He completed his
licentiate in 2005 and from 2006 to 2010
he served the Tan zanian Vicariate as the
Vice Vicariate Di rector and the Rector of
St Gaspar Col lege in Morogoro. While in
Moro go ro, he was also a member of the
teaching staff at the Salvatorian
Institute of Phi lo sophy and Theology,
now Jordan Uni versity College, until the
second half of 2010 when he went back

to Rome for further studies.

FFrr..  HHeennrryy  BBrriigghhtt is from the southernmost tip of
India, from the district of Kanyaku -
mari, also called Cape Comorin. He was
born in 1975 and was incorporated on
30th March 2005 and ordained a priest
14th September 2007. He completed his
licentiate in Philosophy from Rome in
2007. After he was ordained a priest,
he worked in two different parishes for
about a year and a half simultaneously
offering courses in Philosophy at dif-
ferent institutions as a visiting faculty.
He holds a Master’s degree in
Commerce and teaches topics related to the subject

besides philosophy. Having made the discernment
to become involved in teaching as a
full time ministry, he was transferred
to Morning Star College, Calcutta,
where he lectured on various subjects
in Philosophy for two years and was
engaged in the formation of diocesan
seminarians. He has been working on a
dual doctoral program for the past two
and a half years which is nearing com-
pletion. 
He presently resides at Jana-Deepa
Vidyapeeth, a Jesuit major seminary in

Pune, India.

FFrr..  GGiiaannddoommeenniiccoo  PPiieeppoollii, was born February 5, 1946,
in Alberobello (Bari - Italy). 

He joined the Congregation in Rome, in
October 1963. With much gratitude and
affection he recalls the Provincial Father
who then welcomed him, Don Giuseppe
Quattrino. He completed his studies in
philosophy and theology at the
Pontifical Gregorian University. His
incorporation to the Congregation took
place May 4, 1972, at the College of
Rome. He was ordained a priest June 30,
1973 in Alberobello, and immediately
spent a year learning English at Ro -
chester, NY and the parish of St. Rocco in Toronto.
This was in preparation for missionary work in
Tanzania. In the Mission he carried out various activ-
ities; pastoral, social and administrative. He started

the home of procura in Dar es Salaam and has also
worked in the hospital of St. Gaspar, in Itigi. In 1990

he returned to Italy for health reasons.
After his recovery, he began to attend
the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome,
where he earned a degree in Oriental
Ecclesiastical Sciences. 

In 1995 he left the mission in Tanzania.
In Italy he was in San Felice and in the
parish of Florence, then served two
terms in the office of the provincial sec-
retary. He worked in the parish of
Messina and in 2010 was named by the
Moderator General to serve on the

Commission for the Vicariate of India. On 16 July
2013 he was elected fourth General Councilor. He
takes this opportunity to thank the Confreres and
invites all to a mutual remembrance to the Lord.
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ics. Many of the participants to the
General Assembly were familiar with
this process since its use was a signifi-
cant element of the ministry of the pre-
vious general administration. During
the past six years, nine of the units of
the Con gregation have used the process
as part of their pastoral planning.
While some would say that the main pur-
pose for the Assembly was the election
of a new general administration, I would
hold that the most significant result of
our prayerful dialogue was the discern-
ment of a vision and the planning we
have begun to realize that Vision.
We began the Assembly discerning the

Vision that you read on the front page.
We believed that before we could
prayerfully make a decision about who
to elect, we needed to have a Vision for
the future. Here the community, through
the representation of the participants,
answered the important questions: If as
a Con gregation we are completely faith-
ful in responding to God’s call, what
would we look like? How would we be
living our spirituality? How would we
be responding to our particular mission-
ary vocation? How would our life
together be a witness to communion?
How would our leadership enable us to
be faithful?
After the discernment of the Vision, we
were able to take that Vision with us
into a time of prayer at our foundation

The Cup of the New Covenant
A Publication of the C.PP.S. General Curia
Viale di Porta Ardeatina, 66 - 00154 Roma
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� Continued from front page house, San Felice in Giano, Umbria.
Following two prayerful days in the cra-
dle of the community, we returned to
Rome and conducted the election
process.
In this issue we are introducing myself
and those elected to serve as General
Councilors. As a group we are firmly
committed to the model of leadership
that is claimed in our vision. I greatly
appreciate that in our Congregation, as
it is defined first in our Normative Texts
and then in the Vision that we discerned,
leadership is a shared activity that flows
from the relationship that we have with
one another. In our Congre gation all are
responsible for the well-being of the

Congregation and the role
of elected leadership is to
animate and to facilitate the
community as we share and
exercise that responsibility.
Along with the Coun cil, I
accept that responsibility
and promise to respect the
authority of the community. 

Following the elections, we
returned to the Vision and
began the process of
designing a way for us to
realize this Vision. The first

step was to take individual elements of
the Vision and to create an expanded
understanding of it by writing
Provocative Propositions. Pro vocative
Propo sitions are written to be a little
more concrete than the Vision statement
and are intended to provoke us or moti-
vate us into action. They seek to inspire
and challenge us to a faithful approach
to living the Vision. 
We wrote three Provocative Pro posi -
tions, one for each pillar of the commu-
nity: Spirituality, Mission and Commu -

nity Life. Those are also published in
this issue. Along with those texts, I am
offering a brief commentary with the
hope that you will be inspired to learn
more about the Vision and about how
your life of faith can be an instrumental
part of the community realizing our
Vision.

While the Provocative Propositions are
more concrete than the Vision, they are
not the last word in our planning.
During the General As sembly we met in
groups to brainstorm and develop plans
that call for a concrete response from
each of us and from each unit of the
congregation. To read these plans, I
direct you to the full text of the Message
of the XX General Assembly. It is avail-
able for downloading on our website
(cppsmissionaries.org) in English,
Spanish, and Italian. For the text in
other languages, you will need to con-
tact your local director.

These action plans are just the begin-
ning of the regular work of discernment
that is required for us to realize our
Vision. I would say that the key to our
success is yet to be determined. Because
in the end, a Vision is just a nice dream,
unless individual members and associ-
ates prayerfully embrace the Vision and
make a personal commitment to its real-
ization. The Message of the Assembly
gives us a starting point that is rooted in
faithful discernment and a shared com-
mitment. 

I invite you to read about the General
Assembly and sample the fruit of our
discernment. I ask that you prayerfully
join your personal discernment to that
work and together we will be the
faithful Congre gation that God calls us
to be. �


