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CHAPTER II 
Faith 

During the time that I dealt with the Servant of God, either personally or through letters 
or in some other way which opportunity afforded me I can say, taking into consideration every 
aspect of his life, that in his speech and the evangelization to which he applied himself and 
promoted in Rome and outside it, I have always found him to be not only a man of God which, 
generally speaking, every Christian should be, but also a priest of Jesus Christ, an evangelical 
worker in the Church of God. This would never have been the case if, to that Christian character 
and priestly status, he had not also added a store of virtues that are called for not only in a true 
follower of Jesus Christ, no matter what his state, but one who exercised them to that greater 
degree of perfection which should be resplendent in a priest. That is what has given me the inner 
persuasion that the Servant of God was endowed with all the Christian virtues. This I observed 
until his death and, therefore, I can factually state that he exercised them continually. I shall now 
begin to speak of them one by one. 

I observed in the Servant of God the virtue of faith. I can say that his life was one 
animated and directed always by faith and the spirit of faith. This I was able to judge from 
everything that I knew was done and said by him since I knew the Servant of God to be a soul 
completely devoid of any inordinate attachment to the earth and one filled with God. 

Proclamation of faith 

Because of one thing or another, I always came to the judgment that his was a soul 
aspiring to God; one who breathed zeal for the glory of God whom he wanted known and 
glorified 

I knew him to be most zealous in promoting the instruction of Christian doctrine, 
evidenced by the work he did for the poor of Santa Galla in Rome, where, in addition to 
promoting and reviving various works of zeal which had already been set up by zealous priests 
who had preceded him, very close to his heart was the instruction of the poor. I likewise 
recognized great zeal in the Servant of God who, along with all the other activities which were 
carried out by the priest-workers of that hospice of Santa Gaila, he paid special attention to the 
poor peasants who gathered together in the various squares of Rome, by giving them instructions 
and practicing the faith with them on festive days. I learned about the efforts, the concern and the 
attention that the Canon gave them in trying to facilitate their attendance, making use of articles 
of devotion.  I can say that for me it has been the source of a religious and edifying admiration. 

I have known the Servant of God, desirous and zealously ardent, to promote the exercise 
of faith in every class of people. Not content with providing the poor of Santa Galla with 
instructions as well as those peasants mentioned before, he was also concerned about providing 
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for their spiritual needs, especially for the unfortunate class of individuals who gave free reign to 
their evil passions and were sorely led into a state of disbelief.  Many of them were incredulous 
and some of them even felt triumphant about it. The miserable condition of these people. 
together with the unhappy consequences which their lack of belief led them to, was obvious in 
the various levels of people. I can say that this hurt the heart of the Servant of God and 
stimulated his zeal to establish in them the fundamental principles of Christian living. I knew 
him to be deeply involved in maintaining and promoting the study of apologetic materials, 
providing books either for himself or for distributing them to the benefit of the people. He was 
most earnest in his desire to spread Catholic truths. He preached with great enthusiasm and 
Christian courage - this must be said and he must be identified as a man full of faith.  I have 
observed in the Servant of God that faith and that zeal for maintaining the faith so that I am 
compelled to form this judgment. I do so because of what I know from what he accomplished in 
Rome and outside of it in his efforts to promote Catholic doctrine, to eradicate errors against the 
truths of our holy faith. I feel that he died without having been able to give complete expression 
to his zeal. I recall that he was also very interested in preserving the purity of our faith in his 
instruction of the people, making known to them those doctrines that were particularly approved 
by the Holy See as safe teaching. In particular, it so happened that when he was speaking to me 
about a teaching of the Venerable Cardinal Bellarmine, though I do not remember now precisely 
the point in question that I brought up to him, I do recall, however, that there was another person 
there who was interested in putting into the catechism another author's opinion. I saw the Servant 
of God's face become red and he appeared as though wounded in his heart because of the lack of 
esteem that seemed to be shown toward the venerable Cardinal 

The Servant of God's concern for maintaining the light of the Catholic truths in the 
people was made even more evident to me because of his interest in seeing that the young clergy 
should apply themselves, in accordance with the needs of the time, to a diligent study of the 
sacred sciences. 

So, in considering the life of the Servant of God in his speaking and in his acting, I 
believe that I can say that he was not only in a continual, habitual exercise of faith but also 
virtual, and very frequently throughout the day-  In one way or another, either directly or 
indirectly, I have known the Servant of God to always be directed toward, occupied in or 
desirous of being engaged in giving glory to God and in bringing salvation to souls by making 
use of the available efficacious means. Such things cannot be done by anyone who is not 
animated by a real active faith. 

Love for Jesus, the Redeemer 

I have known the Servant of God to be full of zeal in making Jesus Christ known and 
loved since he was filled with a vibrant faith in the God-man. I have known him to speak in 
private and to preach in public as one favored by God with a special understanding of the Sacred 
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Scriptures, adhering to the interpretation of the Church in those things relating to the Divine 
Redeemer.  He was not content only to know him but was tireless in making him known and 
loved by all. I have known the Servant of God, who, in order to give vent in some way to this 
ardent longing within himself, and I believe that I can say that it was something that was eating 
away in his heart, that he was not only content to instruct the people through his catechetical 
talks and in his preaching of the precious, divine treasures in public and in private conversations, 
but he was very zealous in promoting, diffusing and propagating, even at considerable cost to 
himself from what Providence placed in his hands, those timely means which would revive in the 
people faith in Jesus Christ. He introduced and maintained those practices of devotion which 
would lead hearts to love God.  In his total zeal for its promotion and spread, he made use of 
images of Jesus Christ crucified or other representations. He was moved by a desire to place 
these images in their hands in order to more easily stimulate their faith and enkindle love in their 
hearts. He also distributed devotional books. I am not able to say how many, by the thousands, 
that he had them print. These he made available not only during Missions, but in other works of 
the ministry and whenever there was any other more or less freqient opportunity offered. In this 
regard, he was a most vigilant negotiator, always ready to offer his merchandise. He looked for 
no other gainful result than that of seeing promoted the glory and love of Jesus Christ. 

Not satisfied even with all of this, his vivid faith in Jesus Christ impelled him to increase 
the number of adorers of Jesus Christ in all the fullness of the mysteries of the Redemption, Jesus 
living, truly present and glorious in the most holy Eucharist. 

To this end, during Missions, he promoted the enrolment of the faithful in the 
confraternity established in Rome in the venerable church of Santa Maria ad Martires, called also 
la Rotonda. It promoted the recitation of a prayer, the so-called prayer of perpetual adoration of 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. I recall having received from the Servant of God the holy 
request to procure forms for enrolment in it and the necessary instructions. Also, large numbers 
of them were requested by the Canon from the presiding officer of the confraternity in charge of 
that collegiate church, which I then sent to the Servant of God. I have known that the Servant of 
God, because of his faith in Jesus Christ and his zeal to see him always better known and loved 
in the ineffable mysteries of his divine love for people, was moved also to promote and 
propagate the devotion to the Sacred Heart of the Divine Redeemer. 

Devotion to the most Precious Blood 

I must confess that in our days, as can be seen from what has been happening, the Father 
of all mercies, when he saw the ingratitude of the human heart with disbelievers reaching the 
point of denying the mysteries of the redemption, showed his special mercy for disposing the 
hearts of people by willing that the values of that redemption, rejected and denied, be preached. 
And, that everyone might see in a glance the price that was paid for that redemption, he willed 
that the preaching be on the most Precious Blood which the immaculate Lamb, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, out of infinite love, shed from his sacred side, even after his death, for the redemption, 
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sanctification and eternal salvation of our souls. 
At this point I can say, from the full knowledge that I, indeed. have with reference to the 

Servant of God, that in this period of time he was the man particularly chosen and enriched with 
the needed and opportune natural and supernatural gifts from God to be in the Church at this 
time the heaven-like trumpet of the gospel, capable of illuminating the people through his 
preaching the divine values of the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. He preached this so fully 
as to sufficiently arouse hearts to a love of Jesus who with infinite love poured out all of his most 
Precious Blood for us. 

The Servant of God, himself, realized this divine vocation to which he was being called 
in the Church because of the vibrant faith which animated him. He occupied himself  seriously in 
gaining knowledge through a study of the sacred words found in the holy books which 
pronounce the ineffable values of the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, so that he might, with 
evermore growing love, be prepared to preach them more clearly and effectively to the people. 

Just how many hardships he endured in preaching the values of the Divine Blood I am 
not able to describe in detail since I was not present at all of his sermons.  However, I can say 
that I have known him to be so completely disposed, animated and zealous to preach them that it 
has led me to the conclusive persuasion that if he were called upon to sustain any hardship, even 
the most laborious one, he would have been fully willing to do so with the spiritual joy that his 
heart felt so deeply and firmly. In fact, in all truth, I can say that with the fullness of faith in the 
values of the Divine Blood that filled the soul of the Servant of God, I believe that he would have 
considered himself very happy and blessed even to have to face death in order to keep up his 
preaching of those ineffable values of the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. 

Through that same faith which animated him, he was not at all content to leave the people 
with an impression and idea of those things that he could get across through his preaching, but 
was most zealous in urging all of the people to maintain the devotions, directed to give adoration 
to the most Precious Blood in a practical way and be aware of the rich treasures available to them 
in the indulgences. So, I, inasmuch as I can assert it, do know that it is a fact that the Servant of 
God was the most energetic proponent in our times for the enrollment of people in the venerable 
Archconfraternity of the most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, canonically erected in the church 
of San Nicola in Carcere in Rome. This enrollment is enriched by many indulgences and I am 
convinced that not a few of them were obtained because of the zeal of the Servant of God. 

Since the Servant of God exercised his faith by spreading that enrollment, I can mention 
one thing, keeping in mind that whatever I say is only from what I know, it is really nothing 
compared to what was actually done because he was never just content with making that 
enrollment and its precious treasures easily available to the people, but he also put out 
considerable amounts of money for the printing of pertinent materials such as the Seven 
Offerings of the most Precious Blood, the small booklets containing the Chaplet of the most 
Precious Blood along with a listing of the indulgences attached. During Missions and on other 
occasions, he would make these available for no charge to the people. That same printed material 
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was given to his Missionaries and others who were not members, always hoping to attract other 
workers in as large numbers as possible as propagators of the devotion to the most Precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ. 

That same faith led him to increase and establish, wherever the circumstances were 
opportune and favorable, other zealous priests in different positions to be deputized as 
aggregators of the faithful of both sexes in the aforementioned venerable Archconfraternity.  
Because of that same faith his heart was filled with spiritual joy whenever  he was able to 
successfully manage to have units of that Confraternity erected in various places being 
aggregated to the one in Rome thus sharing in all of the indulgences and the other spiritual 
benefits. 

I must continue speaking about those works that have shown more and more the fullness 
of that faith which was so bountiful in the Servant of God. 

I can say, as a matter of fact, that the Servant of God using that faith which animated him 
to honor and adore the most Precious Blood of the Redeemer, not only encouraged the people by 
stressing aggregation to the venerable Archconfraternity of the most Precious Blood which I 
already referred to, but was also very zealous in leading the people to another devout practice, 
namely, an hour of prayer and meditation in adoration of the adorable mysteries of the most 
Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Even though he accomplished a good deal in doing all that, I also know that his faith was 
not fully satisfied with those works in which he was indeed most industrious in bearing all the 
burdens involved, but he also applied himself to the collecting of sums of money for the 
establishment and propagation of that devout practice observed during the month of June, 
consecrated to the glories of the most Precious Blood of the Redeemer. This he did so that the 
people, already stimulated by his simple preaching and then urged to become enrolled, would 
observe that devout practice of making an hour of adoration throughout the month of June. He 
promoted and spread this devotion following the method that was customarily and fruitfully 
observed during the month consecrated to the glories of Mary, that is to say, the people engaged 
in that devout practice were, in the judgment of the Servant of God, more solidly illuminated in 
mind and warmly stimulated in their hearts with knowledge of and deep appreciation for the 
ineffable mysteries of the most Precious Blood of the Redeemer.  Thus, there would be a more 
effective conversion of the evildoers as well as a confirmation in good works of those who love 
Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, I also know that the Servant of God, not at all satisfied with doing all this and still 
overflowing with faith, was very industrious and zealous in stimulating me to try to arrange in 
Rome that not only the month of June be consecrated to the Divine Blood, but also that in each 
of the months that make up a year, hence for the entire year, this devout practice would be 
observed in a different church each month. If that idea was not entirely successful, that is, for 
each month of the year, I do know, however, that in Rome it is still observed in the month of June 
in many churches, and other months of the year are selected by other churches. 
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Still the Servant of God~s faith was not fully satisfied. Desirous to have this continued 
and be as operative as possible even after his death, he realized from experience that the 
enrolments directed by individuals who did not live in community were much more readily 
subjected to the vicissitudes that sought to cool the devotion and diminish the fervor of the 
people to gather together to do good works. So, urged on by that faith that was so vibrant within 
him to bring to fulfillment whatever that faith moved him to achieve, with courage and fervor he 
proceeded to institute the Congregation of Missionaries of the most Precious Blood. Those 
Missionaries of the gospel, different from all the other ecclesiastical and religious personnel, 
would have as their particular and distinctive duty that of promoting in every way possible 
especially in their preaching the glories of the most Precious Blood of the Redeemer. They were 
to maintain in their Houses, perhaps better said, in the churches attached to those Houses, the 
enrolment of the faithful to the Archconfraternity of the most Precious Blood along with the 
devotion of the month of June consecrated to the Divine Blood and any other work that was 
capable of promoting this cult. But, even more than that, the Servant of God held within his heart 
the desire of having his Missionaries promote in other churches and wherever possible, on the 
occasion of giving Missions or other ministry, this devout practice, already proved to be effective 
in proclaiming the glories of the Divine Blood and increasing in the faithful this devotion which 
was highly beneficial to their souls. 

The Founding of the Congregation 

From all that I have learned indeed from my acquaintance with the Servant of God with 
regard to the concern that he exercised quite assiduously in the institution of his Congregation of 
Missionaries, I have noted that in this undertaking he was favored by God with the gift (as I must 
judge from the facts) of a very high degree of faith necessary for beginning this work, for its 
progress and its continuation up to the time of his death. There were many, many difficulties in 
finding the means required in the face of an evil-minded world. His faith was not altered when 
faced with a lack of temporal means. That lack which he experienced was to be feared, as I often 
heard from his very mouth, even more because of the diminishment of faith in the people, their 
charity made cold. More, likewise, because of the devastating consequences of the French 
invasion of the Papal States. Also, because of the needs of the other institutions which, after the 
return of the Supreme Pontiff Pius VII, were resuming community life. It would be more difficult 
to get subsidies for an institute that people did not as yet know about. Faith in the Servant of 
God, however, did not cease operating in his efforts to find those means required for the 
founding of his Congregation.  He realized that he would have to face very sizable opposition 
from an evil-minded world, especially during those first years after the return of the highly-
beloved Supreme Pontiff.  As a result of the French invasion, the Papal States were in a 
deplorable condition resulting from the spread of false teachings to the people, the rise of a spirit 
of sectarianism so ruinous to the souls of the faithful. Still, I noted that the Servant of God was 
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fully aware of the religious, civil, political and economical status of the people in the 
countryside, in the cities and in the places to which he, moved by his faith, would be sending his 
Congregation to work. In this whole undertaking, I always found him to be filled with faith and 
zeal and never hesitant.  In the midst of all sorts of opposition from the world, his face beamed 
with signs of spiritual joy and the faith of a just man, and he used to say to me, or better, he 
would repeat, in reference to his position and activities, the words of the holy, royal prophet: In 
tribulatone dilatasti mihi. (Ps 4, 2) 

In regard to the aspect which might be called the substantial and essential part of his 
Congregation, which is precisely the membership composing it, even though the Servant of God 
undertook this work throughout the years during which there was a very serious diminution of 
the secular and regular clergy, produced especially by the oft-lamented French invasion, and 
despite all this, I never witnessed the faith of the Servant of God to diminish in the work of 
instituting his Congregation. It is true that in order to gradually supply for the scarce number of 
evangelical workers he took on double duty himself and multiplied his own labors in the field of 
apostolic ministry. From what I heard from the Servant of God himself as well as from others, in 
particular his early companions, I believe that I can say that in view of the example of faith that 
he demonstrated, they were encouraged with God's help and were able to sustain many hardships 
with such generosity that they could supply for the lack of evangelical ministers. 

The Servant of God's firmness in faith was accompanied by many blessings from our 
heavenly Father. The fruits of that faith became very evident so that. despite the aforementioned 
shortage of secular and regular clergymen, he succeeded in founding the Congregation of the 
most Precious Blood and see it spread into thirteen Houses before the time of his death.  It is still 
continuing to grow a matter of fact, I observed that faith become wonderfully resplendent in the 
Servant of God when, at the cost of great suffering and tribulation, he defended the 
Congregation's most august title, with which he piously and religiously wished it to be decorated. 
namely. that of the most Precious Blood. Deep within his heart, he was inspired by the ineffable 
mysteries of the price of our redemption He, filled with that faith, wanted to enkindle that same 
spirit in every heart by the use of this title. I saw and became aware of how impossible it was for 
the title to be removed. regardless of the manifold acts of opposition. of calumnies. of 
persecutions that he gradually endured and had to face. 

Devotion to the Madonna 

I feel obligated to testify. insofar as I am in fact able to. that I observed in the Servant of 
God a wonderfully resplendent faith also in what the Church proposes to us in regard to the 
saints and to the Queen of Saints, the most holy Mary. 

In the first place, what pertains to the faith of the Servant of God in regard to the great 
Mother of God. I can say that I have known him to be filled not only with a most vivid faith but 
one that I could describe as one perpetually moved to action.  He was, as a Catholic, not only one 
who adhered to the Catholic truths which holy Church teaches in reference to the Mother of God. 
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but in addition to his own personal devotion in acknowledging her and honoring her, he made 
exceptional use of his vocation and selection as founder of his Congregation to enlighten all the 
people about the inestimable qualities of the great Mother of God and to stimulate them to 
venerate her by their actions, thus enriching all of them with the precious effects of the most 
powerful protection provided by the immaculate Mother of God. 

To this end he instituted the organization of the Immaculate Conception for young girls 
so that when feast days came up, along with the ministers of the altar. they would come together, 
under the protection of so great a Mother, for Christian training for their journey heavenward.  
There was also another organization set up for young girls under the title of Daughters of Mary.  
I point out also that the organization set up for young boys, likewise by the Servant of God, was 
placed under the protection of the angelic young man, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, the name by which 
it was most commonly referred to. I know that during Missions given by the Servant of God in 
accordance with the regulations set up by him, the development and spread of those groups took 
place and the young were disposed and enlisted. He wanted his Missionaries, wherever they 
might be called to evangelize through Mission work3 to fully institute these organizations. 

The Servant of God, not content with having made those provisions for young boys and 
girls, wanted also to make arrangements that every group of people, on festive days, would 
participate.  So, he made rules and regulations for the various pious organizations promoted by 
his Missionaries in the churches adjoined to their Mission Houses so that both sexes would be 
involved in afternoon observances and that only the men would participate in the nightly oratory. 
On Saturdays, a talk would be given and prayers offered in order to stimulate their faith and 
devotion to the great Mother of God. 

Faith toward the Mother of God also showed forth splendidly in Canon Del Bufalo when 
he was invited to give a sermon that in some way would pertain to or have most holy Mary as its 
theme. To the extent that I knew him, I feel that I can say that he never turned down such a 
request unless he was absolutely and legitimately impeded. It was two or three years ago (if~ 
indeed, I am not mistaken about the time) that in the venerable church of San Carlo al Corso in 
Rome the practical devotion of the Marian month was instituted. The 29th or 30th of April was 
upon them and the promotors of that devotion were in a state of anguish because they were 
lacking a preacher.  I remember that on that evening, I believe it was very probably the 30th of 
that month, the illustrious and most reverend Monsignor, today he is his Eminence Cardinal 
Polidori. sent me to see the Servant of God and invite him to preach in that church so that the 
aforementioned Marian monthly exercise would not be lost. Upon receiving that invitation, the 
Servant of God displayed his faith toward the great Mother of God as he devoutly accepted the 
assignment, even though he was aware of the demands made on anyone preaching in that church. 
They were very tough and it would take too long to describe them now, but they were well-
known to anyone living here in Rome. Any preacher who went there realized that he would 
encounter an altogether different variety of audience. 

The Servant of God's faith showed itself even more powerfully in his not being content 
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with preaching the praises of Mary and calling every group of people to honor her once a week, 
as I mentioned before, but wanted them to observe an entire month of devotion in her honor. 
Thus, he ordered that in all the churches adjoined to his Institute's Mission Houses that the month 
consecrated to Mary always be observed by every group of people. 

This same active faith toward the great Mother of God, following the example of other 
missionary saints, induced him to include in his regulations for Missions that a sermon on the 
Madonna should be given, urging the people to have devotion to her by bringing before them the 
sacred and devout image of Mary which his Missionaries were accustomed to take along with 
them on Missions. That image, I believe that I can say, could be called the expression of the 
Servant of God's faith in most holy Mary and in the infinite power of the most Precious Blood of 
her divine Son Jesus, since one sees in that picture a loving invitation stimulating hearts to 
devotion to her. I mean to say that the image of our dear Mother Mary is holding the child Jesus 
in her right hand. He is holding a chalice in his right hand strengthening the gesture of Mary's 
invitation to offer the most Precious Blood to the Divine Father to obtain the abundance of divine 
mercy in favor of all of us miserable sinners.  I am not competent to relate just how vigorously 
his faith was demonstrated in promoting this image since it is not within my knowledge of all 
that he did nor the hardships which he had to endure in propagating the use of this image which 
became a type of distinctive mark for his Institute. However, I am able to say that I knew very 
well the deep, moving love (may I be permitted to say this) that the Servant of God had for her 
that impelled him to seek to spread this devotion in every place in the world. It would be most 
satisfying to him to see that anyone associated in his work would likewise promote the use of 
this image. 

That same faith led the Servant of God to promote the use of various other devotions 
which the Church had already instituted to keep alive and active veneration for Mary most holy. 

I know that the Servant of God, deeply in love with the most august esteem of the 
Immaculate Conception of most holy Mary, was zealous in promoting among the people their 
enrolment with the sacred scapular of Mary Immaculate which is directed by the Theatine 
Fathers. It has been enriched by the Supreme Pontiffs with a hugely rich treasure of indulgences 
and spiritual benefits. What I recall and am able to state is that this enrolment, though entrusted 
to the Theatine Fathers who did not have many community-houses, was sought by the Servant of 
God in accordance with the usual procedures required by the Secretariat of the Congregation of 
Indulgences with a rescript granting the faculty endorsed by the General of that Order. Other 
priests, not Theatines, who were listed in the request would be given the same faculty to bless the 
scapulars in an effort to increase the enrolments. 

That same faith in the most holy Virgin moved the Servant of God to propagate and 
encourage the people to recite the holy rosary as a most efficacious means of keeping that faith 
alive and to stimulate a reform of their lives. 

Finally I know, in as far as I was able to learn, that the Servant of God was filled with that 
faith and those dispositions toward most holy Mary. I feel that I can say without fear of being in 
error that he would have been ready to do anything at all to honor her and make our dear Mother 
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Mary better known by all. 

Devotion to St. Francis Xavier 

The faith of the Servant of God. as I recognized it in him in regard to what holy Church 
teaches in reference to the Saints, was, I am able to say, just what one would expect to see in a 
true and perfect Catholic.  In fact, I know that the Servant of God was chosen by God to be the 
founder of a Congregation of men living a fully apostolic life, continuously dedicated to 
apostolic works.  He was filled with such a great and tirelessly active faith in the Apostle of the 
Indies, St. Francis Xavier, that I believe I can say that this devotion and faith was what one can 
rightly identify in him as a particularly distinctive mark, namely, his being a devotee of St. 
Francis Xavier. 

It was an easy thing for him to pray with great faith before an image or sacred relic of 
that Saint and no difficulty for him at all to imitate him in his own personal circumstances of 
doing apostolic work.  He would have liked to have all of his companions adopt that same faith 
and devotion toward the Apostle of the Indies. To show in the most fulfilling way his faith and 
devotion toward this saint, he selected and established him as the Protector of all of the pious 
organizations that were promoted during his Missions as well as the Protector of the entire 
Institute of Missionaries. For those nightly oratories, he had the members wear a distinctive 
uniform of St. Francis Xavier. As a part of their regulations, he set up two novenas: one in 
preparation for the remembrance of the death of the saint, the other, to be observed during the 
month of March, which was called the Novena of Grace.  Full of faith in the saint, he ordered 
that the Retreat, so necessary and opportune for keeping ever active the apostolic zeal of his 
Missionaries, be made in each of the Institute's Houses once a year gathering together its 
members; I repeat, he ordered that Retreat to be held during the novena preceding the solemn 
feast-day of that Saint which the Church celebrates on December 3rd  Because of his faith and 
devotion to that saint, he ordered that a shift of retreats be given by his Missionaries in the 
churches adjoined to the Mission Houses, in addition to the spiritual exercises conducted 
ordinarily for the people during the Christmas season, to be conducted for the people during the 
month of March, namely. during the aforementioned Novena of Grace. Because of that faith and 
devotion toward the saint, the Apostle of the Indies, the Servant of God, as I learned, was 
thoroughly zealous in placing before the people for public veneration in church an image of the 
saint as well as distributing to the faithful holy cards picturing the saint and leaflets stimulating 
faith and devotion toward this saint. Finally, I can say that I have never met anyone else who was 
so filled with such zeal for promoting devotion to this saint as was the Servant of God. 

Finally, as I have known the Servant of God, I saw him filled with an active, limitless, 
exceptional faith so that I am able to say that he was disposed to practice and promulgate 
veneration of any saint or blessed, recognized by the Church, as well as the veneration of the 
angels. 
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Because of his faith in the suff rages of the Church granted for the benefit of the souls in 
Purgatory, I have known the Servant of God to be fully concerned and conscientiously dedicated 
to celebrating and satisfying his Mass obligations so as not to defraud the souls of the deceased. I 
remember that on one occasion, faced with a situation dealing with this matter by an individual 
who was disturbed, once the Servant of God was given full information of it, he recognized that 
there would be a diminution of suffrages and so. with faith and zeal, in speaking to me he 
expressed with very deep religious regret his disapproval of the wrong procedure 

Virtues annexed to faith 

After giving my deposition with what regards the virtue of faith in the Servant of God, I 
feel obliged to give my deposition on what pertains to virtues annexed to faith, namely, 
meditation, contemplation, detachment from worldly things and the purity of intention 

Meditation 

From all that I have, in fact, known and from what I have learned of the Servant of God 
from other sources, I am able to say that in reference to the virtue of the exercise of meditation. 
he was so filled by God with that gift and profited from it so greatly that the life of the Servant of 
God with his distinctive character was a life of meditation. I knew him to always be filled with 
zeal for that exercise especially in conducting Missions and Retreats.  I knew him to show true 
zeal, being animated by his meditation for his preaching as well as for leading the people to 
meditate on the eternal truths. He did so, not out of appearance's sake but from a deep dedication 
to his evangelical ministry and from a deeply heartfelt religious sentiment so that in preaching 
the eternal truths he sought nothing more than giving glory to God. That is something which, 
how can I better state it, cannot exist in an evangelical worker if he has not first prepared himself 
for that preaching by private meditation and the use of every other means possible for disposing 
him and facilitating his soul to a meditative life. So, in view of all that, I am able to say that his 
life was distinctively characterized by his meditation-  Because he was so endowed by this gift 
for meditating and was faithful in corresponding to it and making use of its fruits, he became 
enamored of it so much so that he wanted his Missionaries to be similarly disposed to profit from 
it. Thus, he ordered the Missionaries of his Congregation to occupy themselves in the exercise of 
meditation twice each day. 

In the organization that he would set up for the clergy, wherever he gave Missions, he 
incorporated a program that would encourage the priests, in the various locations, to do zealous 
work and lead truly ecclesiastical lives by promoting among them the practice of making a holy 
meditation. 

I can say that the Institute of which he is the founder was formed distinctively to call 
people of every level to meditation of the eternal truths and the infinite love that our Lord Jesus 
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Christ showed in redeeming us. He accomplished that by the giving of Missions, Retreats and the 
organizations he set up, as well as by the days of recollection each month in preparation for 
death. All were practices of the evangelical ministry that he himself exercised indefatigably 
during his life. These he exercised in an extraordinary way and directed his own Missionaries to 
continue them to the benefit of the people. He exercised them, promoted them and set them up as 
the primary objective of his Congregation. To the extent that I knew him and during that period 
of time when faith in the world had diminished, disbelief, incredulity and vice rampant, he 
valiantly set up this bulwark against the impetuous torrent of such horrible evils. Knowing this, I 
believe that I can say without fear of error that he was a man sent by God to his Church in order 
to call back every level of people to a meditation of the eternal truths, namely, the older clergy of 
the diocese, the younger clergy in the seminaries, the nobility, women, holy virgins in the 
cloisters, young people of both sexes in hospices and private schools, individuals in prison as 
well as young people, showing the most difficult dispositions, in universities. Thus, great was the 
respect for the Servant of God because of his gift for meditation and his ability to lead others to a 
contemplation of the eternal truths and the ineffable treasures of the mysteries of infinite love. I 
remember well that the reverend monks of the renowned Cistercian Order dwelling in the 
venerable monastery of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme invited him, more than once through the 
years, to conduct the meditations for them, united as a community in retreat during Lent. I 
believe that, since they recognized the salutary results that followed, they regarded him as their 
ordinary director for such meditations and, as I recall, they invited him back even for the Lent of 
the final year of the Servant of God's life. When I visited that venerable monastery a few months 
after the death of the Servant of God, I discovered that those priests and their assistants were 
filled with esteem and veneration for the Servant of God. This was one experience that 
confirmed in my persuasion that he was endowed with that gift of meditation and of his being a 
man sent by God, as I stated previously. 

Contemplation 

In reference to contemplation, from what was told to me by his ordinary spiritual director, 
the Very Reverend Fr. Biagio Valentini, the present Superior General of the Congregation of 
Missionaries of the most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it can be said that the Servant 
of God occasionally experienced a certain degree of infused contemplation, something which I, 
on my own, could not say.  Nevertheless, from what I did know of him, I am able to conclude 
that, from time to time, he exhibited the exercise of at least acquired contemplation come to this 
conclusion from how I knew him to be lovingly illuminated by his knowledge of the sacred 
Scriptures. Also from what I saw in his tranquil life in God, even amidst tribulations - how he 
faced with strength and perseverance the works of evangelization despite the persecutions and 
difficulties that arose. This is something that is ordinarily noted, uniformly and universally, in a 
man, as a nomad here below, who enjoys the comfort of meditation as well as being fortified by 
the help of an acquired contemplation. I mentioned before that I do not know this on my own 
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that the Servant of God had an infused contemplation since I was not his ordinary spiritual 
director, but served only as his confessor one or more times during the years before his death. 
Then, too, during the final weeks and days of his life, he did not have an opportunity to manifest 
to me any of the hidden gifts which God had given to him. 

Detachment from the world 

In regard to the virtue of scorning worldly things exercised by the Servant of God, I 
recognized in him a manner and a degree that were quite resplendent, showing himself to be 
strong, persevering and loving In the apostolic life to which he had dedicated himself. Even 
though that manner of life may not have been clearly acknowledged by him, still, it could not 
help but be known by him from his rejection of worldly things. That virtue of scorning worldly 
things was even more splendidly exhibited because of the marvelous talents that he possessed, 
talents which could easily have been directed toward gaining promotions in life, so highly valued 
even in things pertaining to the Church, except by one  animated by a spirit of rejection of 
worldly honors so sought after as a human goal. 

As far as I know from my own experience as well as from my knowledge. in carrying out 
even the apostolic life, a pilgrim here on earth can be stained with a love for the world and 
whatever it may offer. However, I know that the Servant of God was always filled with an 
apostolic spirit.  I remember that never did I see him display even the slightest enthusiasm for 
worldly honors, nor the smallest disordered attachment to the riches of the earth. At times, if I 
noted some concern of his for temporal matters, he always made known that it was for no other 
reason than for promoting the works that would give glory to God and benefit for souls, thus 
fulfilling God's purposes. If the Servant of God did not have in his heart a veritable scorn for 
worldly things, then, especially because of his working with his Eminence Cristaldi and other 
highly honored eminences and because of the regard that the Supreme Pontiff Leo XII showed 
toward him, he could have obtained a number of positions that the world esteems with the 
highest degree of appreciation. Likewise worthy of consideration is the fact that in Rome he 
could have been placed, almost necessarily so, in an important position but one which would not 
fit perfectly with his apostolic spirit as a missionary and founder. Thus, he spent most of the 
years of his life in the evangelical ministry outside of Rome, giving rise to many calumnies and 
oppositions. 

The virtue of scorn for worldly things is seen to be exercised even more noticeably by the 
Servant of God in the apostolic life that he embraced in his founding and promoting his 
Congregation, which, designed to form men of apostolic spirit, he had to face major difficulties 
which the Servant of God would not have been able to overcome if he had not had, in of a 
sublime degree the possession and exercise of the virtue of scorn for worldly things. 

Purity of intention 
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In regard to the virtue of purity of intention3 as I saw it practiced by the Servant of God, 
with constancy, uniformity and universality, I can say from my knowledge that while dealing 
with him, speaking and discussing the work of the ministry, I always found it to be helpful, 
though I may not have profited by it, and he attracted me to it. I believe that I can also say that he 
always attracted me to it because I always found the Servant of God pouring out love for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. I never detected in him the smallest voluntary defect or 
anything smacking of an evil disposition of heart. This is what forms in the soul the virtue of 
purity of intention. I think that his apostolic life, in public and in private, can be offered to all, 
especially to the secular and regular clergy, as a true example of a life inspired with purity of 
intention. 


