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Part One - St. Gaspar Del Bufalo, Founder 

Chapter One  Private Life  

1. BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD 
St. Gaspar was born January 6 (Feast of Epiphany which accounts for the name Gaspar) 

1786. His parents were both good Catholics. His father a rather rough and financially careless 
man. His mother a very saintly women. At the time of the birth of St. Gaspar the family lived in 
Rome (St. Gaspar was the first Roman founder of a community) and were in charge of the 
kitchen of certain Roman Nobleman.  

As a child Gaspar was very sickly and as an effect of measles was on the point of 
blindness; his mother took refuge to St. Francis Xavier and through his intercession Gaspar kept 
his eyesight; this fact in all probability prompted St. Gaspar to choose St. Francis as the Patron of 
his Community.  

In his tender years his disposition was precociously serious. Sin when witnessed would 
affect him even physically; thus once when hearing a vulgar expression he could not continue his 
meal. Often his mother found him kneeling on his hands whilst making his private devotions at 
home. He often slept on the floor and fasted already in his earliest years. Also interior 
mortification was practiced by him in these early years; he was of a very high tempered nature, 
still he was known to be a most quiet and meek companion among the other children. As might 
be expected he was ever anxious to serve Mass; at home he had an altar where the functions and 
sermons seen in the church were repeated. He received his first Holy Communion at the age of 
11; and continued to receive from two to three times a week.  

Gaspar showed only ordinary talent in his primary studies but showed an extraordinary 
amount of concentration and application.  

2. PREPARATION FOR HOLY PRIESTHOOD 
As might be expected St. Gaspar chose the priesthood for his vocation. At the age of 11 

he started his studies to this end in the Collegium Romanum. Prayer was a very important part of 
his life also during his student days. He was merely a day scholar at the Collegium, still he 
attended daily Mass and the customary walk was to some church, preferably where there was 
exposition of the Bl. Sacrament. Also his rigor towards himself was not lessened during these 
days; every Friday and Saturday were rigorous fast days for him. Exteriorly he was also 
scrupulously neat.  

At the age of 14 he received Tonsure. This was a step forward for St. Gaspar; he was now 
entitled to enter the different organizations in Rome for the furtherance of preaching and 
catechizing. This opportunity he promptly used and at the age of 17 we find him drawing the 
attention of prominent ecclesiastics by his teaching and preaching.  

During these years he also visited the prisons and hospitals, would gather the children 
together to give them instruction in Catholic doctrine. As a student he also already showed his 
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instinct for organizing. Two organizations, the purpose of which was the religious education of 
the faithful, are recorded as having Saint Gaspar as their mainstay for several years before his 
ordination to the priesthood.  

Once during his student days he was on the point of joining the monks of St. Sylvester; 
his parents, however, refused to give their consent. To make up for this, St. Gaspar joined several 
confraternities.  

3. PRIESTHOOD OF ST. GASPAR BEFORE HIS EXILE  
In 1808 St. Gaspar received the diaconate; in the interval before receiving the priesthood 

(July 1808) he had a severe temptation not to be ordained, on the plea of unworthiness. Bl. 
Vincent Strambi put this doubt aside for him.  

As Priest St. Gaspar was very exact and edifying during Mass and office; he never used 
the privilege he had from Pius VII to omit the Office during the Missions. It is said that he 
declared himself willing to sacrifice his life for a single Rubric. In his exterior appearance St. 
Gaspar was scrupulously clean but never extravagant. He was always rather reserved in his 
dealings with women.  

Although a priest only two years (before his exile) he became prominent in the City. He 
became one of the main officers of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. Besides this he 
succeeded in making the church "S. Maria in Vincis" the most popular devotional church in the 
City. Cajetan Bonanni joined St. Gaspar in this work. St. Gaspar helped even in the manual work 
for the restoration of this church.  

During these two years of St. Gaspar's life, two facts seem to point to the beginning of 
our Founder's devotion to the Precious Blood. December 8, 1808 the Pious Union (out of which 
the Archconfraternity arose) of the Precious Blood was established, and on this occasion St. 
Gaspar gave the opening sermon; this was in the church of S. Nicholas in Carcere in Rome; 
Father Albertini was rector there. The second fact is that the Church "S. Maria in Vincis” 
belonged to the Chapter of St. Nicholas in Carcere; this then of a necessity kept St. Gaspar in 
close contact with the great Shrine of the Precious Blood in Rome, and also seemed to have 
made a close friend of Father Albertini, an enthusiast for the Devotion of the Precious Blood, and 
also the author of the Chaplet of the Precious Blood and of the Seven Offerings.  

4. ST. GASPAR IN EXILE  
In 1810 (after the blasphemous action of the French upon Pius VII and all persons and 

things ecclesiastical) St. Gaspar (with the rest of the prominent Roman Clergy) was asked to 
make the oath of allegiance to the French Emperor and to renounce the authority of the Pope. It 
was on this occasion that our Founder pronounced the famous: "I can not, I must not, I will not." 
In consequence of this he was exiled to Piacenza. On his way to Piacenza St. Gaspar was 
accompanied by three priests, one of whom was Father Albertini. From this time on Father 
Albertini was St. Gaspar's spiritual director (if not before already).  
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In Piacenza the lodging that the priests had was so poor that St. Gaspar's health broke 
down and he was brought to the point of death. At some time before this Father Albertini had 
received a prophecy from a Nun to the effect that St. Gaspar was destined to found a religious 
Community of Secular Priests, to be an ornament to the secular clergy, to renew the faith of 
Christians and to spread the devotion to the Precious Blood. In this Prophecy the identification 
mark of St. Gaspar is given as a great devotion to St. Francis Xavier. (It is interesting to note that 
the prophecy does not speak of any devotion to the Precious Blood.) Father Albertini could no 
longer refrain from revealing this prophecy to St. Gaspar. He told him of it and that he would 
therefore not die. St. Gaspar began to recover.  

In December 1810 orders came from Paris which removed St. Gaspar from Piacenza and 
sent him to Bologna. In Bologna the lodging quarters were better and St. Gaspar's health kept on 
improving; his time was spent in study and prayer under the direction of Father Albertini, who 
also was sent to Bologna from Piacenza. Here he also started to practice the active ministry by 
giving retreats and missions in the house of the noble family with whom he lived.  

During St. Gaspar's stay in Bologna the idea of founding a Community started to grow on 
St. Gaspar. He had left Bonanni in the shrine "S. Maria in Vincis" to continue the work there; 
Bonanni with the priests who had remained with him in Rome were also thinking of starting a 
Community. Albertini gave St. Gaspar many suggestions along the lines of Regulations for such 
a Community which St. Gaspar took down in notes. In the midst of their considerations Father 
Albertini was sent by the French Persecutors to Corsica.  

In the fall of 1812 the priests were again asked to take the oath of allegiance in favor of 
the emperor against the Pope. Naturally St. Gaspar refused as firmly as the first time; as a result 
imprisonment instead of mere exile from Rome. Prison conditions were very bad. At first they 
were not allowed to say Mass; later received permission; had to study conference, etc. This lead 
to a breaking up of the company and some of the priests (among whom was St. Gaspar) in the 
Bologna prison were transferred to a prison at Imola. Here again their greatest sorrow was the 
denial of Mass and Communion.  

In 1813 a third attempt was made to bring the priests to disloyalty to the Holy Father; the 
refusal meant a third and more severe imprisonment for our Founder. In this third prison St. 
Gaspar met Father Vincent Pallotti, founder of a religious Community and also the Father 
Confessor of St. Gaspar after Albertini's death. In all these three prisons the lodging conditions 
must have been nigh unbearable, still they had study conferences, had their prayers in common, 
and also in all three instances eventually got to say Mass. 
  
5. IMMEDIATELY AFTER ST. GASPAR'S EXILE  FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNITY  

In the early part of 1814 all priests that refused the oath were freed; Napoleon's power 
had been broken. As soon as the news of the freedom of the priests became known, Bonanni and 
the other priests at S. Maria in Vincis begged St. Gaspar to return and help with the missionary 
work at their institute. St. Gaspar most readily followed this invitation and put himself under the 
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authority of Bonanni, not for a moment suspecting that he himself had been destined by 
Providence to found this proposed community of priests.  

It is interesting to note that during this time St. Gaspar received faculties to hear 
confessions. Soon after his return it seems also that many ecclesiastical higher positions, as 
Bishoprics were offered to him, which he consistently refused, saying that he wished to work and 
die in the pulpit. It was also around this time that the suppressed Society of Jesus was again 
reestablished by Pius VII; St. Gaspar had made many of his studies with them, was a great 
admirer of their learning and piety  (they also to this day show their appreciation of St. Gaspar by 
having his picture in their church of St. Ignatius with a collection box for his canonization); it is 
not surprising then to know that he wished to join them, realizing that in their Community he 
would have a chance to carry out his life's ideals. All preparations had been made; on the day 
when he was to enter their novitiate he was called for a private audience with the Holy Father, 
Pius VII; the Pope informed him that a missionary life was to be his.  

After this order of the Holy Father, St. Gaspar gave up all other duties that in any way 
might hinder him from this great work of the missions; he became so enthusiastic over it that he 
felt a lifetime was too short; and when he felt that Bonanni did not show enough initiative along 
these lines, he himself went about with the idea of perpetuating the mission work by founding 
the Community of Priests of the PP.S.  

The big question in St. Gaspar's mind was a suitable house. Cardinal Cristaldi  (Papal 1

treasurer) came to his aid. The Pope gave St. Gaspar the church of St. Felix in Giano, an 
abandoned Passionist monastery (empty for five years.) Bonanni even at this juncture despaired 
of the project, and not without reason. (Bishop refused to give over the income of the place to St. 
Gaspar. During a mission by St. Gaspar in St. Nicholas in Carcere a fire broke out which raised 
prejudice against the founder.)  

Eventually in August 1815 St. Gaspar moved (with Bonanni and Giampedi) into the 
building. For the opening of the new Community a solemn Triduum was prepared. It closed 
August 15 and was a spectacular success.  

6. THE FIRST YEARS OF THE COMMUNITY  UNDER PIUS VII (18151823)  
St. Gaspar's next effort was to procure new members. He left Bonanni in charge of Giano; 

Giampedi soon left the Community. Some of the famous men that joined St. Gaspar during these 
years are: Tani, Achilli, Valentini, Merlini, Brother Josaphat Petrochi. During this same period 
two more houses were opened; one at Pievetorino and the other at Albano.  

Perhaps the work that achieved the greatest prominence for the Community in its whole 
history so far was accomplished during these years. The coast territory of Italy (Papal States) was 
infested by banditi; it is no exaggeration to say that it was almost in a state of barbarism; good 

 Bellisario Cristaldi at this time was not a Cardinal. He was a layman. He was named a Cardinal in 1828 1

and ordained a priest in 1829. [Fr. Ballor]
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citizens moved out; it was absolutely out of the control of the civil authorities. Cardinal Cristaldi 
suggested to Pius VII that St. Gaspar give Missions in the territory. The Cardinal's plan called for 
six Mission houses, each house to have five missionaries, each house to have twelve missions 
each year, which would about make a mission in every settlement every two years; each house 
furthermore was to receive $6,000.00 for its upkeep. Pius VII in 1821 ordered it to be carried out. 
The following houses were opened; at Terracina (1821), at Sonnino (1821), at Veletri (1822), 
Sermoneta (1822), Frosinone (1822), at Vallecorsa (1823). In two years the robber condition was 
under control; were it not for unimpeachable documents, the account would seem most 
incredible.  

On account of this astounding work of the Founder and his Community much praise as 
also much opposition came to St. Gaspar. The money to support this undertaking seemingly was 
taken from extinct institutions and given to this purpose instead of letting them go to chancery 
treasuries; the money that went to the (in that territory) inefficient police forces, etc. was given to 
this purpose; as might be expected the former beneficiaries objected and worked up a sentiment 
against St. Gaspar. He was accused of disregarding Canon Law, the name Precious Blood was 
un-ecclesiastical, the cross that the missionaries wore and especially the chain was absolutely 
untraditional in the Church, etc. So strong was the opposition to the Community that even the 
aged Pius VII began to waver in his support of the Community, but he never took any real step 
against it. On account of this opposition, however, only onehalf of the $6,000 was given to the 
different houses.  

During these same years St. Gaspar's Community was also active in other sections of the 
Papal States giving wonderfully successful missions and retreats. The thought might present 
itself where did the Founder get the men? Often secular priests and even Bishops would help 
give a mission under the direction of St. Gaspar or one of his priests; these men that thus 
occasionally helped the Founder were called auxiliary Missionaries, an institution still in 
existence today.  

7. THE COMMUNITY UNDER LEO XII AND PIUS VIII (18231830) 
Under Pope Leo XII the opposition to the Community became stronger; at the Papal court 

Cardinal Cristaldi was its only friend. This opposition St. Gaspar felt was more of a personal 
animus towards himself and consequently wrote to Cristaldi to influence the Holy Father to 
appoint another Moderator of the Community so that things could be smoothed over; he himself 
would withdraw to the house at Giano and train his prospective members.  

The objections to St. Gaspar were the same at this period as in the foregoing, with the 
added note that St. Gaspar was becoming more and more open in objecting to abuses in the 
Church and the government of the Papal States. These complaints against the Founder became so 
loud and frequent (mostly people more or less in authority; the ordinary faithful always almost 
adored the Founder) that Leo XII became positively averse to the Community.  

Cardinal Cristaldi felt that a personal audience of St. Gaspar with the Pope (Leo XII) was 
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the only hope for the Holy Father to change his mind on the question. Through Cristaldi this was 
arranged and had the desired result. The audience lasted three quarters of an hour and ended with 
the Pope embracing St. Gaspar and telling him that he now understood why he had so many 
opponents.  

After St. Gaspar left, he told those around him: The Canon del Bufalo is an Angel. After 
this audience the enemies of St. Gaspar changed their tactics. They tried to have him made a 
Bishop. This St. Gaspar begged to be excused from. The next step was to remove him from 
Rome by making him Inter Nuntius to Brazil. It took a long time, and for St. Gaspar it was a time 
of martyrdom, until his refusal was accepted. After six months of negotiations along this line of 
promoting St. Gaspar, the Holy Father (Leo XII) gave up his plan and made him a member of the 
Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith, which office made his residence in Rome 
necessary. As a member of this congregation he wrote the famous encyclical on the Foreign 
Missions which brought very favorable comment even from the Holy Father. 

 During this whole time, however, St. Gaspar was still busy in giving retreats and 
missions with spectacular effects among the people.  

Leo XII died in 1828 and Pius VIII became his successor. Again the enemies of the 
Community worked on Pius VIII. Pius VIII believed all the old accusations; in a private audience 
treated the Founder very severely, not even giving him a chance to defend himself, and withdrew 
all his privileges for the Community from him, including all the financial help that had been 
assigned for the mission work. Had not St. Gaspar been a solid Saint, this fact would have meant 
the end of his work; however, he seemed to be convinced that his foundation was the will of 
God, and so in spite of this seeming crushing out of existence of the Community, St. Gaspar 
simply withdrew to one of his houses and remained more or less in retirement; during this time 
he drew up a document giving legal proof of the legitimate existence granted to his Community 
by Pius VII. Pius VIII, when this document was handed to him, it seems, repented of his attitude 
towards St. Gaspar; but he died soon after and thus could not very effectively show what his 
attitude towards the Community was. In spite of these turbulent years, two houses were given to 
the Community: Rimini (1824), and Benevento (1823)  

During this time of retirement of St. Gaspar our Founder had many spiritual consolations 
to offset his outside storms. It was during this time that he had a vision of two golden chains 
extending from his chalice in Mass to heaven.  

Pius VIII’s reign was very short; he was followed in 1831 by Gregory XVI.  

8. LAST YEARS OF ST. GASPAR'S LIFE (18311837) UNDER GREGORY XVI 
During these last years of St. Gaspar's life it will not be surprising to learn that his health 

was pretty well run down. An almost systematic and often authoritative opposition to his life's 
ideal just about wrecked his naturally weak constitution. During these years his missions and 
retreats were less frequent; it was also around this time that he lost his most efficacious supporter 
in the death of Cardinal Cristaldi, who always remained true to St. Gaspar's cause.  



!  10

It seems providential that St. Gaspar's health during these years prohibited him from very 
much of the external ministry; he now concentrated his energies that he had left to the 
organization of his Community. During this time he visited the different houses of the 
Community; gave lectures to his students; wrote notes for the Rules for the Priests, students and 
Brothers, for the Ritual and Method of Missions, etc. These notes he gave over to Merlini to have 
them edited.  

He also tried to get the approbation of the Rule from Gregory XVI, but the opposition 
which was still strong, influenced the Pope; he refused very flatly. Another ideal, to have the 
main house of the Community in Rome, when just on the point of realization, was also blasted 
during these years. It seems as if Providence wanted to try our Founder's virtue to the limit, for 
neither was the Rule approved in his lifetime, nor did the Community get a house in the City of 
Rome before he died.  

In spite of the live opposition from many sides during these years four further houses 
were given to the Community: Cesena (1831), Nepi, (1832), Macerata Feltria (1832), Pennabilli 
(1833).  

By the above statements it should by no means be understood that St. Gaspar gave no 
Missions at all. In 1833 he gave six Missions and six retreats; in 1836 he gave another big 
Mission, 1837 another. His last Mission was given in his native city, Rome. The Pope had 
ordered that on account of the cholera the people be admonished to prayer and penance by 
Missions. St. Gaspar at this time was sent for from Albano; the message found him sick in the 
extreme; but the wish of the Holy Father must be respected. He followed the summons. The 
Mission was a huge success in spite of his weakened condition. Bishops were found in his 
audience and the people could not find place in the church where St. Gaspar was preaching, in 
spite of the fact that missions were being preached in several churches of the City at that time. 
He was so weak during this Mission that he could not ascend the Pulpit unaided; immediately 
after the Mission he had to retire to Albano to try to recuperate.  

When back in Albano he heard that the cholera was still raging in Rome and that several 
of his former spiritual charges had died; he could no longer remain idle in Albano; he went to 
Rome to assist in tending to the sick. After the end of the cholera, he went back again to Albano 
but considerably worse physically. This news brought consternation in Rome, and one of the 
Cardinals thinking that the Roman climate would agree with him better ordered him back to 
Rome. St. Gaspar obeyed.  

On December 19 the doctor forbade him to say Mass and his Office; here also he obeyed. 
He foretold that he would die, still he was most conscientious in taking the prescribed medicine 
and subjecting himself to two operations. The doctor did not consider the case so serious and did 
not wish that Viaticum be brought to him; in this, however, the Founder insisted and he received 
Communion on the 27th of December; after that he was perfectly resigned and worried of 
nothing more. He was almost continually in prayers. He died on the 28th of December about 3 
o'clock p.m. assisted by two saints, Fathers Merlini and Pallotti,   
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Several souls in visions saw our Founder’s soul go to its Maker at the moment of death, 
among whom was Father Pallotti who saw it in the form of a bright star ascending and met by 
our Savior Himself.  

The physical cause of his death was an inflammation of the lungs due to over exertion 
and lack of care in exposure.  

In Rome the pastor had the funeral and then gave the body to Merlini and Valentini; they 
took the body to Albano and intended to have the funeral service in their own chapel the next 
day. However, as soon as the people heard that the body of St. Gaspar was in Albano, they came 
in crowds to see it and to touch it with rosaries, candles, handkerchiefs, etc. Many miracles are 
recorded in consequence of touching the body or touching articles that had touched the body on 
this occasion.  

On account of the crowds the funeral could not be held till New Year's Day, Father 
Merlini preached. The following day the Society of St. Francis Xavier wished to have funeral 
services; and on the third day the secular clergy of Albano had a funeral for him; after which he 
was finally buried. During all this time guards had to be placed around the body to keep the 
people from tearing it to pieces in their desire to obtain relics.  

Before the body was placed in the tomb (in the chapel of St. Jerome of the C.PP.S. 
Church in Albano) it was noticed that the body was still flexible and fresh with no signs of 
corruption. This was certified by physicians and ecclesiastical authorities; and this although it 
was a full week after his death and no embalming of any kind had been performed.  

The virtues of St. Gaspar were many; in particular were notice of a remarkable purity and 
an almost extreme care in preserving it. He was a man of action and great fortitude at the same 
time, which from a natural viewpoint seems incompatible to a very humble man. His devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin as we find in the life of every Saint, was also very prominent in the life of St. 
Gaspar.  

There are also records of many miracles that took place in his life; the healing of the sick, 
touching the hearts of sinners, prophecies, etc. After such a life, as would be expected, 
preparations were make for the official recognition of his sanctity by the Church. Already in 
1840 official investigations were started. In 1847 the results were published, and in 1852 the 
officials of the Roman Congregations took up the question and thereby conferred upon him the 
title "Venerable". In 1891 Leo XIII officially declared that St. Gaspar had practiced virtues in an 
heroic degree. Pius X beatified him in 1904.   

Chapter Two  Varia  

1. IDEA OF THE COMMUNITY ACCORDING TO SAINT GASPAR  

a)  A body of secular priests living a Community life for their own perfection's sake, and 
the giving of Missions to help the salvation of their neighbor;  

b)  In their lives the priests should be a model for secular priests, especially by observing 
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all the laws of the Church, by their private piety and by their learning;  
c)  For the Missions the Founder wrote a special manual in which the personal sanctity of 

the Missionary is stressed very much. 
d)  Also the Churches in connection with our Convents according to the Founder's special 

Ritual for our Churches, they should be centers of piety for the neighboring people; the Ritual 
outlines services to be held for the people throughout the year.  

2. DEVOTION TO THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
Although one of the big objections to St. Gaspar's Community was its novelty in name, 

still a few facts will show how ungrounded this objection is.  
Blood played a very important, we might almost say an essential part, in the sacrifices of 

all religions worthy of the name, especially in the true religions. In the Old Testament many if 
not most of the Sacrifices had special regulations as to the Blood. In the New Testament Sacrifice 
it is evident that the Sacred Blood holds a very essential part by Divine institution. St. Paul of all 
the inspired writers holds the prominent place as to the doctrine of the Precious Blood.  

We can also safely affirm that the explicit devotion to the Precious Blood was not new at 
the time of St. Gaspar. The devotion to relics of the Precious Blood can be historically traced 
back to the 12th century. Of course even before that there must have been such devotion in 
sections, because in the 12th century we find it very popular in certain sections.  

The C.PP.S. Centenary Souvenir mentions some 19 relics of the Precious Blood. Holweg 
in his "Kalendarium festorum" mentions 25 district feasts of the Precious Blood. There are also 
some five or six different Confraternities of the Precious Blood, one of them dating to the 13th 
century.  

3. DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN IN THE COMMUNITY 
Catholic ascetical tradition has it that a true devotion to Mary is a sign of predestination 

to glory. So we naturally expect St. Gaspar to be solidly confirmed in this devotion and also wish 
it to be such in all the members of his Community.  

Pius VII during the turbulent times he went through always had a great confidence in 
Mary. He ascribed his victory to the Mother of God; and also endeavored to spread her devotion 
by Instituting a new feast for the entire Church under the title "Help of Christians". Also on 
individual occasions he expressed his wish that Mary be honored under this title. Thus when he 
approved the Confraternity of the Precious Blood he wished it to be placed under the protection 
of Mary Help of Christians. St. Gaspar during his troubles in establishing his Community joined 
himself and his Community to the Confraternity of the Precious Blood so it might seem that 
there was no question of two organizations; and probably in this manner did our Community 
come to have the devotion to Mary under the title, Help of Christians.  

Our Founder in order to unite the idea of Help of Christians with the devotion to the 
Precious Blood had a picture painted of Mary with the Infant holding a chalice. This he wished 
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to be the official picture of Mary in his Community. As a matter of fact it seems that he had 
several made, so that we cannot say that there is one particular picture that St. Gaspar wanted us 
to venerate; the essential feature is that the Infant have a chalice and that Mary by a gesture 
invite sinners to use this means of salvation.  

St. Gaspar worked many miracles with such a picture of Mary; healed the sick, converted 
sinners, held storms in check, etc. This picture according to St. Gaspar’s Rule should be found in 
our Churches, in the rooms of the members. Special devotions to Mary on Saturday are called for 
as also that a lamp be burning on her altar continually.  

The American province took up this devotion also, Father Brunner was a great devotee of 
Mary. All the Convents that were established were called after some title of MARY.  

4. ARCHCONFRATERNITY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
The present Archconfraternity of the Precious Blood was established as a Pious Union of 

December 8, 1808 in the Church of St. Nicholas in Carcere in Rome; the occasion of its 
establishment there was the presence of a relic of the Precious Blood.  

There are two legends regarding the relic. One has it that St. Longinus who pierced the 
Savior's side converted to belief in Christ when he saw the upheavals of nature at the time of 
Christ's death. He is said to have gathered some of the Savior's Blood and brought it to Rome and 
it eventually got into the Church of St. Nicholas.  

The other legend tells us that an ancestor of the Savelli family in Rome was present at the 
Crucifixion and some of the Blood dropped on his clothes. These Clothes upon his return to 
Rome were preserved.  

Ever since (1708) the Church of St. Nicholas had possession of this relic and the 
attending people had a great devotion to the Precious Blood. Around 1800 Albertini was Rector 
of the church and conceived the idea of establishing a Pious Union of the Precious Blood in his 
Church. During one of Father Albertini's retreats he composed the Chaplet and the Seven 
offerings of the Precious Blood. On his way to the printer with his documents a stranger met him 
and told him that what he was taking to the printer was a great treasure.  

Pope Pius VII approved those prayers and Albertini had them said daily during Mass. The 
establishment of the Pious Union took place Dec. 8, 1808, by special papal approval of Pius VII, 
and it was erected on the altar over which hangs the Crucifix that miraculously spoke to St. 
Bridget. On this occasion St. Gaspar preached the opening sermon and instruction to the newly 
made members of the Union.  

The Union was made a Confraternity in 1809; in 1815 it was made an Archconfraternity. 
Today it is easily one of the most highly, if not the most highly, indulgenced Confraternity.  

5. VINCENT TANI 
It seems that Tani together with Bonanni and Giampedi was a charter member of the 

Community. Although a member of the nobility he always wore very coarse clothing and unless 
commanded otherwise by the superior, partook only very sparingly of food.  
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The people considered him as pure as St. Aloysius and as kind as St. Francis de Sales. His 
father confessor attested to the fact that he made the vow ever to do what after calm 
consideration he considered the most perfect; also according to his father confessor, he lived 
almost continually in the presence of God. When going to give a mission or traveling for any 
purpose he would always walk according to the examples of St. Leonard of Maurice and St. Paul 
of the Cross. On one occasion God by a miracle showed, it would seem, His approval of Tani by 
letting him walk through a heavy rain storm without getting wet.  

He also was exceptionally devoted to the Blessed Virgin and did very much to spread her 
devotion during the month of May which at that time was not near as universal as it is now. He 
also wrote a book entitled "Hell Closed for the Children of Mary”.  

He lived only five years in the community. He died in the odor of sanctity in 1820. He 
heads our Necrology.  

6. DON LUIGI ACHILLI  
Not much is known here of the life. The reason for his mention is that he was a man of 

extraordinary virtue. He joined the Community in 1815 but some months later than Aug. 15. 
Before entering the Community he had been a singer in the capella pontificia. He was known 
even by nonmembers of the Community as a Saint of the greatest obedience and humility. He 
died in 1825.  

7. VINCENT DE NICOLA  
He joined the Community (1825) upon the call of St. Gaspar; at the time of entering he 

was already 60 years old but had all the zeal of a young man. He lived only a few months in the 
house at Giano but even in this short time he gave signs of extraordinary sanctity: always slept 
on the bare ground, worked miracles. After 5 years his body was found intact; this was taken 
notice of officially and the papers are preserved in the event of his canonization. His remains rest 
in the church at Giano, it is said that he died whilst preaching a May sermon.  

8. GAETANO BONANNI  
Bonanni was the first to assist St. Gaspar in the founding of our Community. He was a 

very intellectual man. Already as a child he would repeat sermons at home that he had heard in 
church. As an adult his employer (druggist) wanted to adopt him and thus eventually turn over 
his business to him, but Bonanni refused because he wanted to be a priest; finally he obtained the 
consent of his parents.  

He had a severe carbuncle on his neck which prevented him from preaching. St. Vincent 
Strambi by applying oil from a sanctuary lamp miraculously cured Bonanni from his ailment so 
that henceforth he could preach without hindrance. Whilst engaged in preaching he met with St. 
Gaspar. Together they worked among the lower classes and in the hospitals. They obtained 
permission to have special services in the church "S. Maria in Vincis" for the spiritually 
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neglected. During the exile of St. Gaspar also Bonanni conceived the idea of perpetuating the 
good work by starting a Community for this purpose.  

Providence however had destined St. Gaspar to be the Founder; Bonanni accompanied St. 
Gaspar in July 1815 to the last private audience with the Holy Father Pius VII before the 
founding in August. Bonanni also become the first local Superior in Giano and to his efforts is 
the success of that first house due; St. Gaspar was gone either on the lookout for new members 
or giving missions.  
Bonanni was also a very mortified man. Very seldom would he drink wine and if morally forced 
to do so, would mix it with water; gave a very large number of missions and retreats, stayed long 
hours in the confessional, would spend nights in prayer.  

Pius VII appointed him Bishop of Norcia (it must have been before 1823). He built a 
Seminary and an episcopal palace; during his lifetime he never lived in the palace; "I built it for 
my successor", he was content with two small rooms in another building. He often visited the 
seminary. It is said that he found the seminarians playing cards and showed himself very witty in 
his reprimand.  

That he was esteemed very highly by his diocesan flock is proved by the fact that when 
on the occasion of a band of civil rebels gaining entrance into his episcopal city, after having 
subdued the rebels, the saintly Bishop asked the citizens to practice no revenge, the rebels were 
all left to go without the least infliction of harm.  

Two years before his death he obtained leave to lay down his bishopric; still he was 
always willing to administer the sacraments or to preach when called upon. He was the first 
Bishop of the Community and we might say cofounder with St. Gaspar. He wrote a book entitled 
"The Month of June in honor of the Precious Blood." He died at the age of 82 in 1848.  

9. GIOSAPHAT PETROCCHI (Probably first lay brother of the Community)  
He was a member of the Community from the initial year, 1815. He was born in 1750 in 

Italy. Already as a single man in the world he was known to be a man of great virtue. Yearly he 
would make a pilgrimage to the Holy House at Loretto; the effect of this journey was that of a 
retreat. He had an extraordinary devotion to Mary and it seems as a recompense the Blessed 
Mother favored him with a vision in which he saw Angels carrying blessings from heaven to the 
Pilgrims at the Shrine of Loretto.  

He was a tailor by trade; when he entered the Community he was a widower. After his 
family was broken up by the death of his wife, he practiced his tailoring trade traveling from one 
place to another; but his trade was not so much mending the material garments as the garments 
of the souls. He took his earthly trade as an excuse to become acquainted with different people 
whom he knew or at least suspected needed some spiritual change. He would first get the good 
will of the children by telling stories to them whilst he was doing the mending; gradually he 
would get the parents interested and then nail his point. His disposition had a very winning 
character which made his work possible; besides that he seemed to have letters of 
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recommendation as to his tailor work and character. Thus a forerunner of the modern lay 
apostolate, it is testified that he brought many back to their God.  

He was 65 years old when he asked admission to the Community. St. Gaspar in spite of 
this advanced age received him willingly. His life in the Community was most edifying. Father 
Merlini says of him: "Although advanced in years he was willing to do anything that was asked 
of him." He was sacristan of the Church at Giano and covered the expenses of the Church by the 
alms he gathered. He had the poorest room in the house and either there or at the tomb of St. 
Felix (in the Church) he would spend his spare time in prayer or spiritual reading.  

He seems to have been the object of petty annoyances from his fellowreligious, but he 
always kept his temper, nor did he ever complain or even mention this fact to his superior. 

His death bed was an edifying scene. Two memorable facts in connection with it are that 
he uttered several prophecies therefrom (regarding certain individuals remaining in the 
Community or not  which prophecies came true) and that the evil spirit seems to have appeared 
to him in visible form to terrify him. Certain it is that shortly before his death a noise was heard 
in his room which brought all the Missionaries of the house to the death scene; but Brother 
Josaphat was calm.  

He died in 1823. When the people heard of his death crowds came to get relics. Several 
wonderful cures are ascribed to his intercession. Especially one man who prostrated himself 
headlong on the tomb of the Brother, was instantly cured of a very painful malady. After seven 
years his body was found intact and pliable; this was canonically established by Msgr. Mastai, 
later Pius IX.  

NOTE: Although Valentini and Merlini were also contemporaries of St. Gaspar, their 
lives will not be treated here because both of them became Moderators of the Community. A 
sketch of their lives will be given in connection with their term of office as Moderators. We will 
now take a glance at the few men who were not members of the Community, but who influenced 
more or less the affairs of the Community.  

10. CARDINAL BELLISARIO CRISTALDI  
Had it not been for Cardinal Cristaldi, (Papal Treasurer) in all probability, as far as the 

human eye can see, St. Gaspar would never have succeeded in founding and surely would not 
have been able to withstand the official opposition to the Community after its founding. Cardinal 
Cristaldi had the confidence of four Popes.  

It was accidental, rather providential, that the Cardinal happened to hear St. Gaspar 
preach in Rome on one occasion in 1814; from this time on the Cardinal had a real affectionate 
love and admiration for St. Gaspar; this love went into action.  

It was Cristaldi that procured the first house in Giano for the Community; it was Cristaldi 
who occasioned the most brilliant work of the Community by getting St. Gaspar and his priests 
to give the Missions in the coast territory thus converting the bandits over whom the civil 
authorities had lost control; in this territory he also had six houses given to the community with 
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an income; it was Cristaldi who kept the aged Pontiff Pius VII from opposing St. Gaspar's 
Community; it was this same Cardinal who brought about a reconciliation of Leo XII to the 
Community; it was Cristaldi who saw to it that the Community suppressed under Pius VIII was 
again revived; it was Cristaldi that worked the recalling of the appointment of St. Gaspar to the 
nunciature to Brazil, which office would have meant death to the Community.  

The attitude of Cristaldi to St. Gaspar is also seen from a few snatches from his letters to 
the Founder; in one place he writes: "You can be sure that I never say Mass without making a 
'Memento' for your Institute." On his deathbed he said he still had one wish and that was that he 
would live long enough to persuade the new Pope (Pius VIII had just died) in favor of the 
Precious Blood Community.  

Cardinal Cristaldi was very pious and humble; he was not ordained a priest until two 
years before his death; he remained subdeacon (although in public work with the Popes, etc.) out 
of reasons of humility. Two years after his death, St. Gaspar ordered that the prayers which had 
been offered by the Community for the repose of the Cardinal's soul be discontinued he had 
received a revelation to the effect that Cardinal Cristaldi was in heaven. Cardinal Cristaldi was 
born in 1764 and died in 1831.   

11. FRANCESCO ALBERTINI  

If Cardinal Cristaldi was the outward diplomat and bulwark for St. Gaspar in the struggle 
for the founding of the Community it is just as true that Albertini was the interior support in the 
same undertaking for St. Gaspar. We have already learned that St. Gaspar came in contact with 
Albertini in the work at S. Maria in Vincis; it was St. Gaspar who preached the opening sermon 
for the establishment of Father Albertini's pet work in life; namely, the Pious Union of the 
Precious Blood. Albertini was no orator so he used to ask St. Gaspar to preach the devotion to the 
Precious Blood in the churches of Rome, thus inflaming this devotion which in time became the 
spiritual stimulus for all of St. Gaspar's labors. Albertini himself was the composer of the Chaplet 
of the PP.S.  

During St. Gaspar's first period of exile it was Albertini that staved off scrupulosity from 
the Founder; it was Albertini who during this same period, after St. Gaspar had already received 
Holy Viaticum, informed the Founder of the prophecy of the Community of the Precious Blood. 
It was Albertini who stimulated (also during this exile) the thought in St. Gaspar to found a 
Community of Priests and one of Sisters. After this exile Albertini was made bishop of Terracina. 
That he always remained devoted to the Precious Blood we can see from the fact that after 
having received Viaticum as a sort of last advice he recommended the devotion to the Precious 
Blood to those around his bed.  

12. BLESSED VINCENT STRAMBI  
Auxiliary Missionary C.PP.S. Blessed Vincent Strambi was born in 1745 and died in 

1834. Already as a child he showed his ascetical and intellectual abilities. He joined the newly 
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founded order of St. Paul of the Cross; the Passionist Vincent made himself prominent both by 
his private saintly life and by his success in the work of saving the souls of others. During the 
conclave for the election of a pope in 1800 Vincent received several votes for that high office. 
The newly elected Pius VII named Vincent Bishop of the diocese of Macerata. As Bishop he 
surely enjoyed the love of his flock but also had to suffer much on account of the opposition to 
the Church during these years. For six years he was prisoner in exile. Pope Leo XII had Vincent 
at Rome for his confidential advisor; when Leo became seriously ill Vincent offered up his life 
for that of the Pope  the Pope immediately began to recover and Vincent died a few days later. 
Vincent was beatified in 1925.  

In Vincent's life we find that he had a decided devotion to the Precious Blood. On his 
deathbed, his biographer tells us, the Superior and his Father Confessor were aiding him by 
praying ejaculations aloud; whenever they would pronounce a prayer in honor of the Precious 
Blood by evident signs (he could no longer speak) he would show that he was especially pleased 
with them. The fact that from the very beginning he was styled "Auxiliary Missionary C.PP.S.” 
shows that there was also a special interest, shown by actual assistance in our Community's 
work. 

There are two explicit instances known to us in which B. Vincent showed his relation to 
our Community. After St. Gaspar had received the diaconate he had a vague feeling of awe for 
the priesthood which caused him to worry to the extent that our Founder thought of not entering 
the priesthood. Bl. Vincent was informed of this by a nun whom St. Gaspar had requested to pray 
for him. Bl. Vincent commanded St. Gaspar to put this worry aside as a temptation, and told him 
to enter the priesthood. St. Gaspar's worries left him forever. Had Bl. Vincent not been intimately 
acquainted with St. Gaspar and had St. Gaspar not had a great confidence in Bl. Vincent this 
effect would not have been brought about. The other incident is in connection with Bonanni (the 
first C.PP.S. bishop). Bl. Vincent with some oil from the Sanctuary lamp cured an ulcer on 
Bonanni's neck and thus freed him from his impediment to preaching. Later on when Bonanni 
had written a book of Meditations on the Precious Blood (the first of its kind) Bl. Vincent was 
asked to make the corrections. Knowing the humility of the author he did not return the MSS but 
sent them directly to the press. This explains the fact that some editions of this work are extant 
under the name of Vincent Strambi, C.P.  

13. FATHER VINCENT PALLOTTI:  
An intimate friend of St. Gaspar. Father Vincent was born in 1795 and died in 1850. 

Father Pallotti’s early days as a cleric are very similar to those of St. Gaspar. Father Pallotti is 
found with St. Gaspar in trying to rejuvenate the religious organizations in Rome during the first 
days of the last century. We find them working together with Bl. Strambi, Father Mastai (later 
Pius IX) and other saintly and prominent men in the Church, S. Maria in Vincis.  

After his ordination Father Vincent writes St. Gaspar a very intimate letter on the 
impressions of the active priestly life. For a time Father Vincent used to head his letters with an 
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ejaculation in honor of the Precious Blood. Father Vincent's letters show that he, so to say, 
goaded St. Gaspar's natural timidity by a vivid portrayal of the workings of the Precious Blood. 
His biographer tells us that it was frail health that kept Vincent out of St. Gaspar's Community.  

As is often the case very intimate friends have opposite natures. St. Gaspar by nature was 
timid; it was only by supernatural motives that he became the firebrand and the "hammer of 
heretics"; Father Pallotti by nature was forward and only by supernatural effort did he become 
the humble and reserved man. St. Gaspar's ideal in life was to conquer the enemies of God by the 
merits of the Precious Blood. Father Vincent's ideal was the humble and abject servitude of the 
INFINITE GOD. Thus these two men supplied each other; Father Vincent spurned St. Gaspar's 
timidity to activity; St. Gaspar kept Father Vincent's over-activity in check.  

We find St. Gaspar and Father Vincent together in the "Unio antidaemonica", an 
organization against nude art. Upon the suggestion of Father Vincent we find St. Gaspar 
officially requesting Leo XII to issue an encyclical along this line, even to the extent of 
correcting the existing objectionable art in Rome, especially those in churches.  

Father Vincent is the founder of the Pious Society of the Missions  P.S.M. The name may 
be misleading; the word Missions stands in its widest meaning sent (by God). The object of the 
Society is to do anything in the service of the INFINITE God, whether this be giving missions or 
teaching, or tending to the sick or hearing confessions, taking care of parishes, etc. This object is 
an outgrowth of Father Vincent's life's ideal  the service of the INFINITE GOD. 

During the last days of St. Gaspar's life Pallotti often came in contact with the Founder. It 
is attested that they were for a time negotiating to join the two Communities. Providence, 
however, seemed to have planned differently. Father Vincent was present the last fifteen minutes 
of St. Gaspar's life and read the prayers for the dying. He had been there earlier in the day and 
circumstances point to the fact that by some supernatural knowledge he was called to be present 
at the actual death. His admiration for St. Gaspar was very great. At the moment of the death he 
cried out, “O happy soul”, when he had the vision of St. Gaspar meeting his Lord. Father Pallotti 
wrote over 100 pages for the testimony in St. Gaspar's Beatification. Also after St. Gaspar's death 
Father Pallotti remained close to the Community. Often he heard confessions in our churches, 
would remain with our Fathers for a few days of rest, was the spiritual director of some of our 
men. Father Pallotti also had trouble in getting his Community on a footing. Much opposition 
was made to the name. However, the same Pope (Gregory XVI) that approved our Rule also 
approved his; his case for Beatification was taken up the same year that St. Gaspar's was. In 1926 
the sacred Congregation had a special session regarding his cause. Father Pallotti is also 
mentioned in the life of Father Brunner's mother to the effect that he was one of the men whose 
zeal and piety inspired her to found a sisterhood to adore the Precious Blood. 

Chapter Three  Houses C.PP.S. founded during the lifetime of St. Gaspar  

1. ST. FELIX AT GIANO - First house of the Community: (18151860)  
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The beginnings of the Church (St. Felix) probably date back to the time of Constantine 
the Great. St. Felix was a very popular Saint, and it seems that soon after his martyrdom in 306 a 
chapel was built near the spot where the present church stands. About the sixth century a Basilica 
was built at the place and consecrated in honor of St. Felix.  

From the sixth century to the thirteenth century we know nothing of the Basilica. In the 
thirteenth century we find a flourishing monastery of Benedictines there. In 1450 the Monastery 
was given to the Hermits of St. Augustine. From 1793 until 1803 the church was under charge of 
two chaplains; from 1803 to 1808 the Passionists lived in the adjoining monastery. From 1815 
until 1860 our Fathers lived there.  

The church itself is an artistic, and we might say, classical piece of architecture. The 
adjoining monastery is of a more crude style. The lower crypt contains the body of St. Felix.  

In 1814 St. Gaspar happened to notice the abandoned monastery and thought that it might 
be possible to obtain it as a house for the Community he was thinking of establishing. Cardinal 
Cristaldi brought it about that by November a Papal Decree had the church and Monastery and 
an income deeded to Bonanni. St. Gaspar wished it (for reasons of humility) to be deeded to 
Bonanni. The bishop of Spoleto (the diocese in which Giano lies) objected to the income being 
assigned to C.PP.S.; he was overruled by a decree of Feb. 1815. Political trouble and prejudice 
against St. Gaspar's work delayed the carrying out of the decree immediately; but especially was 
the lack of initiative on the part of Bonanni a drawback to St. Gaspar. At last in July 1813 a 
certain Msgr. Luparini in the name of Bonanni went through the legal formalities of taking 
possession of the Church and Monastery for St. Gaspar.  

July 26 (owing to Cristaldi’s efforts) found St. Gaspar and Bonanni assisting the private 
Mass of Pius VII; this was followed by a private audience. The Holy Father encouraged the 
project and gave the Founder the necessary funds to cover the initial expenses. St. Gaspar at once 
set out for the abandoned monastery; which with much inconvenience he started to renovate 
single handed. Bonanni then moved by the example of St. Gaspar overcame his reluctance and 
together with Tani and Giampedi arrived in Giano amidst the acclamation of the clergy and 
people on August 11. The triduum for August 15 was started as a preparation for the formal 
founding of the Community.  

Under the superiorship of Bonanni the Church of St. Felix became a very popular shrine 
of devotion. In 1860 our Fathers were forced to leave Giano by the laws of suppression. Since 
then the church is fast going towards ruin. Every year, however, on October 30, the feast of St. 
Felix, vast crowds gather there to pay their respects to the Saint buried there, and the Church for 
one day in the year, so to say, echoes the splendor of its glorious past.  

Besides St. Felix also are buried there Vincent De Nicola, C.PP.S. (1825), Giosaphat 
Petrocchi, C.PP.S. (1823), and Martino Pompilj, a secular priest of Umbria (1844). Giano is 
about 80 miles north of Rome.  

2. HOUSE IN PIEVETORINA: 1819  
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The house in this place in connection with the church of St. Augustine had also been a 
Passionist monastery. In 1816 when one of the Passionists was trying to gather some of the 
property that in the hurried expulsion they had not been able to take along, the people tried to 
force him to remain. He told them that the Passionists would not return but that perhaps the 
Fathers of Giano would come. An affirmative answer was received but on account of difficulties 
the C.PP.S. did not get there till 1819. The Fathers worked there successfully but in one of the 
suppressions they had to leave, and they never returned in spite of the many invitations of the 
people of that place.  

3. ALBANO, CHURCH OF ST. PAUL: 1821-  
The Vicar General of the diocese of Albano heard of the wonderful success that our 

Fathers had had in the Missions held in the diocese thought that much good could be done by the 
same Fathers if they would establish a house in the city. He offered our Fathers the Church of St. 
Paul with the adjoining convent. It was accepted and St. Gaspar sent Merlini and two other 
Missionaries to take possession. They found the place unprepared, renters in the convent and 
could hardly find a lodging place. Soon afterwards St. Gaspar came and conducted the opening 
Services for the people; they were moved by his words and supplied for the sustenance of the 
Missionaries.  

Immediately the restoration of the convent was started. In the meantime the Fathers 
stayed in another part which had not been assigned to them. The feast of the Precious Blood (in 
Lent) was celebrated very solemnly and when they were about to take their welldeserved siesta 
one of the proprietors showed up who treated them very roughly and insisted that they remove 
their property from his quarters. They were forced to do so immediately, but did so very 
patiently; by the time this process was over it was time to have the afternoon services in the 
church. Afterwards the individual who had treated them so roughly was touched by their evident 
virtue that he offered them an alms in satisfaction for the wrong he had done them. It was on this 
occasion that Father Merlini said that it was his experience always around the feast of the 
Precious Blood to have some very troublesome experience from the evil spirits.  

The Fathers had another disagreeable experience here with the workmen who were 
repairing the convent. The expenses for this restoration were being born by some third party. The 
working men thought they were not receiving enough pay so they demanded more from our 
Fathers. Father Merlini was unable to give them any more and so they left the work half done 
and took possession of the Convent Garden as a recompense. During this time it is said that 
Father Merlini worked with trowel and mortar to finish the work. The right of the Convent 
Garden was again obtained when Cardinal Cristaldi sent sufficient money to satisfy the workers. 
During one of the suppressions the Fathers were obliged to live in the attic of the Church. The 
church itself, however, was never closed. Today the preparatory Seminary for the Roman 
province is in Albano.  

4. RIMINI CHURCH OF ST. CLARA: 1824  
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The good work of our Fathers in Albano induced the Vicar General to ask St. Gaspar to 
also take a house in his home diocese of Rimini. The place in question was in a village "St. Mary 
of the Plains". St. Gaspar sent a Missionary to examine the place, but as soon as he found out 
that the church under consideration was a parochial church he at once recalled the Missionary. At 
that time Marchetti was administrator of the diocese of Rimini; in former years he had been the 
Founder's Confessor. He became interested in having the C.PP.S.Fathers in the diocese and 
instead of the above mentioned parish church offered St. Gaspar the Church of St. Clare in the 
city of Rimini. St. Gaspar acceded to Marchetti's wishes and took possession of the place in July 
1824. Soon the Bishop of the place was elected and some difficulties arose regarding the income 
of the Fathers.  

The Church and convent of St. Clare in Rimini are very old and historical. Tradition has it 
that it owes its origin to St. Francis of Assisi. As a matter of fact until about 1800 (when it was 
vacated on account of political confiscation) it was a monastery of the Poor Clare nuns. In 1827 
St. Gaspar came to Rimini and spent much time there working. For a while it was one of the 
Seminaries of the Community. In 1896 it became the mother house of the Flaminian Province of 
the Community.  

The Church of St. Clare in Rimini is of international fame on account of the miraculous 
picture of the Madonna which it contains. On May 11, 1850 the news spread through the city that 
the picture in that church opened its lips and changed expressions of the face. The crowds who 
came to venerate the Image were so great that the Bishop had the picture taken to a larger church. 
The phenomena continued for several months. In November the picture in solemn procession 
was taken back to the church of St. Clare. The effects of this miracle were wonderful; sinners 
converted, many received great graces and consolations, and the enthusiasm of the crowds could 
not be held in check.  

The miracle was witnessed by thousands not only once but many times; it was 
authenticated by ecclesiastical authorities and the Church instituted a feast for our Community 
commemorating the fact. Even after the reform of the Breviary in 1913 we still celebrate the 
feast with a special Mass and Office on May 11.  

Pius IX had the picture solemnly crowned with a very precious ornament. Cardinal 
Antonelli (historical personage) donated a large silver frame for the picture. Even royal 
personages donated expensive lamps and jewels to ornament the sanctuary. It is surmised that the 
ecclesiastical thieves would have long since despoiled the church of its jewels, etc., had they not 
feared the devotion of the people. During the war the Bishop distributed medals to the soldiers 
before they left for battle, from this shrine. Soldiers avowed that they had been protected by 
these medals of the Rimini Madonna; during the war also a very large shell struck the tower of 
the church but no harm was done.  

The whole incident of the Rimini Madonna surely shows a special favor of the Mother of 
God towards the C.PP.S.  
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5. HOUSES IN THE COAST TERRITORY AND THE CAMPAGNA  
Before the house of Rimini was opened (1824) negotiations were made to open six 

houses in the brigand district south of Rome and in the Campagna (further south of Rome). From 
the very nature of things in this undertaking the Missionaries had to suffer much and were in 
constant danger. As was already mentioned the C.PP.S. received only one half of the allowance; 
some time before this plan of giving Missions in that territory had been thought of, the soldiers, 
etc. that had been assigned to that district to restore order, had been given double pay; as a 
consequence instead of being more intent upon doing their work, they sought to prolong the evil 
in order thus to get their double pay the longer. Naturally when they saw the success of C.PP.S. 
was having, their opposition went towards the Missionaries.  

On one occasion they even held one of the lay brothers in prison for no cause at all; at 
another time they sent news to Rome to the effect that the brigands had threatened to kill St. 
Gaspar in case the soldiers would take another step against them. The reports against the work 
done by our Fathers were so strong and insistent that even upright men began to believe them. 
Leo XII closed two of the houses; Terracina (on the coast about 55 miles south of Rome) and 
Sonnino. Terracina was never opened again; Sonnino was later taken again by our Fathers on 
account of the unhealthy climate. On the average one priest died there every year.  

Velletri (about 7 mi. southeast of Albano and about 18 mi. southeast of Rome) was the 
object of very much opposition so that the Founder himself closed it. At one time even the 
faculties were recalled from the Missionaries.  

Vallecorsa (a village in this same territory) tried to get a C.PP.S.house after a mission that 
the Founder gave. The place offered was an old dilapidated monastery. The old buildings were 
torn down and work on new ones began according to the plans of Father Merlini. St. Gaspar laid 
the corner stone in 1825. Men and women helped in furnishing labor and material, but in spite of 
this the house was not finished until forty years later. In 1870 the government confiscated the 
property but it was given back to C.PP.S. and to this day the Fathers are active there.  

Frosinone (about 40 miles East of Albano and about 60 miles SE of Rome) had one of 
our Fathers already in 1822. C.PP.S. had charge of the church of St. Augustine but had to rent a 
lodging place with other people; the church was some distance from the place of lodging, still 
they gladly put up with the inconvenience on account of the crowds that frequented St. 
Augustine’s. The Church was always filled during services; on festal days the sermon had to be 
preached outside on account of the multitudes attending. In particular did the confraternity of St. 
Francis Xavier flourish here. Even with all this success opposition was not wanting and the 
church was taken away from our Fathers. Merlini who was superior at the time had all he could 
do to keep the populace from shedding blood of those who were responsible for the change. The 
zeal of the Fathers showed itself here in so far that they kept up the spiritual exercises for the 
people in another church, where they received permission from the rector. They started to build a 
chapel and a house; on account of lack of funds there was nothing elaborate about the church. St. 
Gaspar blessed it in 1830. During one of the civil suppressions they had to relinquish this place 
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also.  

6. BENEVENTO (about 120 miles SE of Rome) 
The occasion for the establishing of a house here was also a mission given by the 

Founder in that city. The people requested it; and a Papal rescript gave the C.PP.S. the church of 
St. Ann with the adjoining convent. Father Betti was the first Superior. However, actual 
possession of the church was not taken till 1824 (a year later) and the convent was not actually 
received until 1828. Much good was accomplished at this place. In the civil confiscation of 1848 
our Fathers in Benevento were respected and left unmolested. In 1860, however, they were 
forced out of the convent late at night and taken to Naples. Returned soon afterwards and are still 
there today.  

7. CESENA: (1831  about 10 miles NW of Rimini and about 145 miles North of Rome)  
This house is especially noteworthy for us on account of the fact that it was here where 

Father Brunner came in contact with our Fathers the first time and felt himself called to our 
Community.  

The Pontifical rescript giving us the Church and convent of the Servites in Cesena was 
written already in 1821, however, actual possession did not take place until 1831. During the 
suppression of 1860 our Fathers experienced quite a bit of inconvenience; even imprisonment 
and exile; but returned and are still there.  

8. NEPI: 1832 (20 miles North of Rome)  
The income assigned to this house included part with the condition that the Lenten 

Sermons be not preached from the pulpit. St. Gaspar rather than go against the Rule of the 
Community refused to accept that part of the income and in this way the income was reduced to 
a mere pittance. This house was retained through St. Gaspar's lifetime, but his successor, 
Valentini, had to abandon it. 

 9. MACERATA FELTRIA: 1832 (about 75 miles SE of Rimini and 110 miles NE of Rome)  
Also this house came to C.PP.S. via the prominence of St. Gaspar's preaching, 

specifically a retreat given to the clergy of Rimini. In 1831 a rescript from the Holy See gave the 
House and Church of the Franciscans in Macerata to the C.PP.S.; actual possession was not taken 
till 1832. The house here was a difficult proposition which was made worse by the fact that the 
property itself was in very poor shape. It was kept however until 1860 when our Fathers were 
expelled by the government. Today the church and convent are in a state of ruin.  

10. PENNABILLI: 1833 (20 miles SW of Rimini) 
In the city of Pennabilli the Bishop noticed that a certain house of a religious community 

had only as yet one priest and one lay brother. He wanted C.PP.S. to be represented in his 
diocese; so he petitioned the Holy See to have these two members incorporated into the C.PP.S. 



!  25

and to give the property also to us. After a few months a favorable reply came. The house itself is 
in a mountainous district and must be somewhere in northern Italy since accounts of the place 
tell us that at times the snow drifts are so bad at times that the Fathers had to leave the house by a 
window.  

Roads at the time of establishment were also practically impassible at certain seasons. All 
of this created much hardship in the beginning; now there are good roads. The Fathers C.PP.S. 
still have this house; however, only the first floor of the house; the second floor is confiscated by 
the government.  

Chapter Four - THE SEMINARY DURING ST. GASPAR’S TIME 

St. Gaspar had a very high idea of the necessity of a good seminary for the well-being 
and success of his Mission Community. This was so pronounced that even Leo XII on one 
occasion expressed his great pleasure and agreement with the idea. E.g., before he chose the 
superior and praeses of the Seminary at Peivetorina, he spent some time in prayer in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament; he himself wanted to examine and approve the texts used in the 
seminary; he was known to visit the seminary often and also at times gave the lectures therein. 

Blessed Gaspar’s idea was not to have one large Seminary with many students, but to 
have several seminaries so that more individual attention could be paid; he had as high as four 
houses with students at one time. Sometimes there would be as few as two at one house and 
never were there more than 12. 

(1824) The first seminary was opened at Giano. Here St. Gaspar himself put the rules for 
the students into execution; of most importance was a solid spiritual life. That such an effect was 
brought about is shown by a little incident. On one occasion Blessed Gaspar wrote to the Praeses 
in Giano that it was his intention to have the students at Pievetorino. Immediately upon having 
received this notice (the same day) under very great inconvenience the whole crowd traveled to 
Pievetorino. 

Although virtue was stressed very much in the Seminary, learning was not neglected. The 
letters of the Founder show that he was even surprised at the intellectual accomplishments of his 
seminaries. Already at this early date Saint Gaspar recognized the foreign mission vocation as in 
harmony with a C.PP.S. calling; he sent a certain Armenian student to the Seminary at Sonnino 
writing to Merlini with the recommendation: “This student should be trained for the foreign 
missions.”  

The accounts tell us that (according to the letter on the Student Rule) that the Seminarians 
were very intent on study and works of piety. Their spare time was spent in manual labor, 
especially working for the neatness and ornament of the Church. We find them preaching the 
Blessed Virgin sermons in May, and during the Octave of the Immaculate Conception; we see 
them giving instructions outside against blaspheming, in the prisons and hospitals, etc., 
according to the Rule. In all this their manner became very edifying to the laity. At one time 
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some secular seminarians were sent by their bishop to spend their vacation in one of our 
Seminaries; the effect wanted and received was that of edification. 

However, in this system of having several Seminaries difficulties were not wanting. 
Financial, lack of teachers, etc.. Besides this on two occasions once at Albano and once in Giano 
the respective bishops withdrew all the Community students that were from their dioceses from 
the C.PP.S. and took them for the diocese. In the case of Albano it seems to have been a 
misunderstanding as to the nature of the Seminary. 

Chapter Five - MISSIONS 

The fact that our Community has as its primary purpose the giving of missions will 
justify a few remarks on the excellence of this work. 

The Missionary is continuing the work of Christ which He began here on earth: to 
awaken lukewarm Catholics, convert the sinner, to instruct the ignorant. 

If we look at the history of the Missions, there are innumerable instances where we are 
almost, and some instances where are actually, forced to exclaim: “Digitus Dei hic.” The lives of 
St. Alphonsus, St. Vincent de Paul, and St. Gaspar (the first trio of Founders of Religious 
Communities that have Missions as their primary purpose) are filled with miraculous instances 
on the occasion of Missions. In St. Gaspar’s life we find a wonderful multiplication of candles 
for the closing procession, protection from storms during sermons, public confessions of guilt by 
crowds, healing of a severe wound of the cross bearer of the Mission procession, a miraculous 
ray of light proceeding from the Madonna picture, sudden bright illumination of the church 
where he was preaching, etc. Instances of unexpected conversions of hardened sinners are 
familiar occurrences for every priest who is on the mission field only a short time. The righting 
of bad confessions alone would induce a person to justify the existence of missions against any 
objection. 

The Church's attitude to Missions especially in the last century is more than favorable. In 
late years a good percentage of the saints raised to the honors of the altar were missionaries; 
several religious Communities since our own that have Missions as their specialty have been 
approved by the Church; the Church has an explicit law demanding that at certain intervals every 
parish have a mission; special faculties for the confessional are granted during the time of a 
mission; missionaries have special privileges. 

Our own method of Missions tells us that the work of giving Missions is so noble that it 
can be looked upon in the light of a sign of predestination for the one who is called to such work. 

Chapter Six - SISTERS ADORERS OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

During his exile St. Gaspar's plans together with Albertini's for the founding of a 
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community also included an organization of women. This part of the plan also became an 
actuality, but on account of much of his time being taken up with the Missions and with the 
priest Community, St. Gaspar left most of the active part of this work to Father Merlini. 
However, unimpeachable documents show that St. Gaspar was also the very soul of the 
beginning of this sisterhood. 

The first member and foundress was the Ven. Maria De Mattias. She is on the way to 
beatification.  Father Merlini was her spiritual director. She was a woman of great spiritual and 2

intellectual abilities. Her knowledge of Theology, Scripture, and the Fathers could hardly be 
explained in a natural. manner. In her eloquence and dealings she can be compared with St, 
Catherine of Sienna. 

The sisterhood in question was to be an active work for the instruction of youth; 
especially young girls and women. The institution grew with wonderful rapidity. At Ven. Mattias' 
death there were 200 houses of the institute established. The Rule was composed by Father 
Merlini under the direction of St. Gaspar. The Community is still in a very flourishing condition 
in Italy, The Communities in this country do not owe their start to Ven. Mattias' organization; but 
some of them in late years seem to have affiliated. 

Chapter Seven - Statistics 

1. MEMBERS DURING SAINT GASPAR'S LIFE 
Joined: Priests - 67; students - 75; Brothers - 64; (More than any succeeding year in the 

Italian Province.) 
Houses opened during St. Gaspar's Life: 15 [13 still open at his death]. Besides this 43 

official applications were made to the Founder for establishments but could not be accepted. 
Missions, Retreats, etc. 1109. 

2. PRIVILEGES received from the Holy See during the lifetime of St. Gaspar: 
1) In 1821 the privilege of putting the Apostolic indulgences on Rosaries and religious 

articles. 
2) In 1822 the privilege of celebrating Mass one hour before dawn and one hour after 

noon during the time of Missions. 
3) In 1824 the privilege of adding the name of St. Francis in the Suffragium of Mass and 

Office. 

4) In 1833 the privilege of celebrating the Feast of our Lady of Good Counsel, April 26, 
by Mass and Office. 

 Maria De Mattias was beatified 1 October 1950. [Fr. Ballor]2
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Chapter One  Life of Biagio (Blase) Valentini (18381847)  

1. LIFE BEFORE ENTERING COMMUNITY 
Father Valentini was born (1792) in Porto di Recanati (on the Adriatic, NE of Rome). He 

entered the diocesan Seminary of his own diocese; was ordained and worked as a priest under his 
own Bishop. In 1817 on the occasion of a Mission in Loretto he met St. Gaspar. He consulted our 
Founder as to his vocation to the religious life in order thus to work more effectively on his own 
sanctification. St. Gaspar advised him to unite with his desire for personal sanctity also the desire 
for the salvation of others. Valentini followed the advice and consented to assist St. Gaspar in 
several missions.  

This association with St. Gaspar enkindled in him the desire to enter the C.PP.S.. 
Opposition however from his family, from his friends, from the Bishop hindered his joining until 
1818 a year later. Father Albertini put aside all hesitation for Valentini. The argument that his 
home diocese was in need of priests he answered by saying that the common good (of missions) 
was to be preferred to the diocesan good; again Valentini would be able to do more good by 
working away from home according to the words of the gospel: "Nemo propheta acceptus in 
patria sua.” These arguments of Albertini broke all fears and Valentini joined St. Gaspar.  

2. LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY DURING ST. GASPAR'S LIFETIME 
One of the big objections on the part of the friends of Valentini against his joining the 

band of St. Gaspar was poor health; in fact he often had hemorrhages. After the first three 
missions with St. Gaspar his health was noticeably improved. On the very first mission St. 
Gaspar, after having made up his mind to be a member C.PP.S. a miraculous event happened that 
confirmed him absolutely in his step. During this mission Valentini received a letter from his 
brother informing him that their mother was very sick and was very anxious to see Biagio in 
order to speak to him concerning matters of her soul. Valentini asked St. Gaspar what he should 
do. St. Gaspar told him to wait and in the meantime they would pray and recommend the mother 
to the prayers of the people whom they were missionizing. A few days later another letter arrived 
informing Valentini that his mother was on the point of death and was extremely anxious to 
speak to her son Biagio. St. Gaspar asked Valentini what he would do. Valentini after some 
thought answered that the public good (the mission) took precedence over the private; and thus 
refrained from going home. A few days later a letter arrived informing Valentini of the death of 
his mother and mentioned that she died very much consoled over the fact that she had been able 
to speak to her ordained son before she died, As a matter of fact Valentini was over 80 miles 
distant from his mother during all this time.  

Valentini was a man of no mean intellectual abilities; this is shown from the fact that in 
his private study he took great delight in reading the Scriptures and the works of St. Thomas. He 
also had poetical abilities which stood him in good stead in his sermons to move the hearts of the 
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people; in this particular feature he was considered by many, superior even to St. Gaspar. On one 
occasion St. Gaspar was hindered from giving a certain mission; Valentini was sent in his stead. 
The clergy and people came with great pomp to meet the missionary, but when noticing that it 
was Valentini instead of St. Gaspar they openly showed their disapproval. However, when they 
heard him they gave signs of their approval and thanked God that the change had been made.  

Valentini was also very successful with the lower classes and laid great stress on 
individual attention to sinners. Once when all the others means had failed to gain the good will of 
a certain sinner he succeeded in getting the man to recite the Hail Mary with him; the man 
probably did so to get rid of Valentini. But when the Hail Mary had been recited the man was 
willing to go to Confession.  

He also got quite a bit of prominence by his success in restoring order and discipline in 
the convents of nuns; so much so that St. Gaspar allowed him to accept the appointment (by 
Gregory XVI) of chaplain and spiritual director of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament in Rome. 

Valentini also made several prophecies: One,  of the election of Gregory XVI.  
Miracles were also frequently worked by Valentini. Once a child had fallen into the water 

and drowned. It was on the occasion of a mission with St. Gaspar. St. Gaspar told Valentini to 
console the mother. He told the mother to pray to St. Francis Xavier, and took hold of the corpse 
and handed the child living to his mother. At another time upon the command of St. Gaspar he 
brought back to life a man that had been struck by lightning. In all these instances (of which 
many more could be given) he ascribed the miracles to St. Gaspar who had told him to do so. 

Miracles and prophecies have throughout history been used by Almighty God to prove 
some doctrine or show His pleasure with certain work. It would seem that also with regard to our 
Community God allowed these extraordinary events to take place to show His approval of our 
Community and to get it on a solid footing.  

If any vice was absent in Valentini it was avarice. It is said that he did not even know the 
value of the different coins. When he would buy anything he would hand his whole purse to the 
seller and tell him to take what the article was worth. On another occasion on his way, he lost his 
watch. The laybrother attending wished to go back and try to find it for him. Valentini objected 
saying that perhaps providence would let a poor man find it who needed it more. He always gave 
something to every poor man that accosted him, which in Italy at least in his day, was no rare 
occurrence. His principle in this matter was "Seek first the kingdom of God, and the rest will be 
given to you."  

3. LIFE AS MODERATOR, C.PP.S.: 18381847 
The Rule C.PP.S. had not yet received approval at the death of St. Gaspar, so there was 

no legal way of electing a successor as Superior of the Community. By common consent the 
Fathers expressed their wish for Valentini. This choice was approved by Gregory XVI in 
February 1838.  

Probably the fact with the greatest visible consequences during the Moderatorship of 
Valentini was the enrollment of Father Salesius Brunner into the Community. Father Brunner 
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was received as a Probandus by Valentini on Holy Thursday, 1838. He made his Probation at 
Albano. His time of Probation did not last very long because already in September (probably in 
August) of the same year we find Father Brunner again in Switzerland in a C.PP.S. house.  

On June 4th, 1838, Valentini through his Secretary Merlini informs the Community by an 
official document that Father Brunner has been freed from his former religious profession (this 
had been done by the Congregation of the Propaganda already in April and had delegated the 
Bishop of Chur to execute the decree; the bishop however did not do so until July 10)  that he 
was leading an exemplary life at Albano  and that in the meantime he was partaker of all the 
indulgences and privileges of the Community.  

September 27 Father Valentini sends Father Brunner (in Switzerland) an official 
document testifying to the fact that he no longer was in any way subject to his former 
Benedictine Superior, that he was a fullfledged member of the Community and consequently had 
all the privileges of the other members. At the end of the document was an admonition to observe 
the C.PP.S. Rule, the Method of Missions, to be obedient, not only to the Community Superiors 
but also to the Bishop of the place where he was, as also to the general Church Law especially 
regarding preaching and administering the Sacraments.  

In December of the same year, Father Valentini writes again to Father Brunner calling his 
attention to the fact that wherever he works he must always have the permission and good will of 
the Ordinary of the place.  

When Father Brunner left Rome he had asked to take at least one companion C.PP.S. 
priest  along. Valentini thought it best to let Father Brunner go at the work single handed. He left 
also with the consent of Valentini and the verbal approbation of Gregory XVI of continuing the 
Sisters of the Precious Blood (started by Father Brunner's mother in Switzerland) as colaborers 
in the starting of the new province. Löwenberg, Switzerland was the first scene of his work and 
soon he had several students, Brothers and Sisters there, leading a very virtuous life. It seems 
that at this time the Roman authorities considered these Sisters as a sort of branch of the Sisters 
of St. Gaspar and Father Merlini's Sisters.  

In the early part of December 1840 Father Valentini (according to the rule Title 7, Article 
65) delegates Father Brunner to receive five aspirants "experimenti gratia” into the C.PP.S., 
calling especial attention to the fact that to take these members up definitely into the Community 
was absolutely reserved to the General Director. Seemingly accompanying this document was a 
letter of Father Merlini, the Secretary. Its contents are interesting: It stresses the point of the Rule 
that to establish new houses the General's permit is necessary; that he should not try to get 
faculties to hear confessions from the Pope over the head of the Bishop; that student Eugen 
(probably Lachat  probably sent by Father Brunner to Rome) was getting along nicely; that the 
processes (probably of St. Gaspar) were progressing favorably; that the lay brother whom Father 
Brunner wishes to send to Rome should bring with him all the necessary clothing (according to 
the Rule) and should be well founded in his vocation.  
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After at least three letters to Rome by Father Brunner urging the absolute necessity of 
leaving Löwenberg (on account of the impossibility of keeping the Rule, the possibility of 
scandal because of living in the same house with the Sisters, on account of lack of sustenance  
and which is not mentioned in the letters to Rome but is evident from other letters  the opposition 
of the Bishop, in one letter telling him to go to America because he can no longer work with 
profit in Switzerland) Father Valentini writes and gives permission to establish the Community in 
America; he should leave one priest at Löwenberg., three at Trois Epis (another establishment of 
Father Brunner's) and take seven with himself to America. He himself should go to America and 
stay there as long as was necessary and then return to take care of the establishment in 
Switzerland. Up to this point Rome had thought, it seems, only of a Swiss province, and it was 
only on the absolute insistence of Father Brunner that permission was granted; it seems Rome 
wanted Father Brunner to get more solid footing in Switzerland before he went further; the 
designation of priests as given above was suggested by Father Brunner. This permission to go to 
America was given Sept. 20, 1843, and the very next day Father Brunner and Co. left 
Löwenberg. Father Brunner must have felt confident that he would get permission and so was in 
readiness to start.  

Under the moderatorship of Father Valentini, besides the establishments of Father 
Brunner (which will be treated in detail later) three further houses were started in the Roman 
Province. Porto Recanati, Ancona (1839)  200 mi. N. of Rome the birthplace of Father Valentini, 
and Rome “S. Salvatore in Campo" (1841).  

The year 1841 besides the establishment of the first C.PP.S. house in Rome brought also 
the other blessing to the Community which St. Gaspar had so ardently desired namely the 
approval of our Rule by the Holy See (Gregory XVI) on Dec. 17.  

During his moderatorship Valentini kept up his zeal and labor in the line of Missions and 
retreats. In the beginning of November 1846 he had a stroke of apoplexy. During his year of 
sickness he showed his virtue by patience and trying to hide his pain and showing no fear of 
death which he knew was coming close. Often during this year he would have his attending 
laybrother read from some spiritual book to him; once the brother read a reference to the Bl. 
Virgin; Father Valentini asked who the author of the book was. He was told it was a certain 
Joachim Bonaventura. Then Valentini said with much emphasis: "He will convert; the Bl. Virgin 
will make him return". At the time this priest was in good standing and it was thought that 
perhaps Valentini was delirious. However, the outcome proved that Valentini was again uttering a 
prophecy. On the 22nd of November 1847 the end of Valentini was seen to be very near. He 
again received the last Sacraments with great fervor and died the following evening murmuring 
pious ejaculations.  

The Nuns for whom he had been spiritual director considered Valentini a saint and kept 
many of his spiritual maxims. He is buried in the church "S. Salvatore in Campo" in front of the 
High Altar. He was put into a double coffin and with documents of identification for the event of 
a process in favor of his beatification.  
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Chapter Two  VARIA  

1. THE RULE 
No religious Community is approved in the church without a rule of life or Constitution. 

The Church judges the standing of the Community and of its members by its adherence to its 
proper rule. History shown that Communities flourished as long as they kept their Rule and in 
the same proportion that they fell from the observance of the Rule in the same proportion they 
became less useful. History likewise shows that Communities in the beginning were always 
extremely exact in the observance of the Rule. This does not mean that the letter of the Rule that 
a certain Founder gave had to be kept to the letter through centuries; this would almost imply 
inspiration. But the Rule is kept according to the authoritative changes that are found necessary 
to be made.  

The author of our Rule and General Praxis as far as thought is concerned is St. Gaspar 
himself. As far as the wording is concerned the Articles were written by a certain Father Frioli 
(no more known of him around here) and the Praxis Generalis was written by Father Merlini.  

A letter to Father Brunner by Father Merlini shows us that in the start manuscript copies 
of the Rule were used. In December 1840 Father Merlini sends Father Brunner (in Switzerland) a 
printed copy of same, and informed him that it is more authoritative then the manuscript copy he 
has. In 1850 there was another print of the Rule made; only the Articles. In 1881 the Rule 
appears in print with the Praxis Generalis and uses the term Articles; in the former edition the 
Articles were simply numbers under the various titles.  

The American Praxis appeared in 1894. The Praxis was prepared by a Committee of 
American Fathers; its purpose was to accommodate the Articles and the Praxis Generalis as far 
as possible to American conditions. The results of the work of this Committee were submitted to 
an American Provincial Chapter in 1892, which chapter approved the work and voted it to be 
sent to the Moderator for approval. This approval was given by the Moderator General July 1, 
1894.  

The last edition (American) appeared in 1923; the differentiating feature of this edition is 
that it incorporates extracts of both General and American Provincial chapters. In 1911 Pius X 
issued and commanded via the "Ordo Tenendus" a new method of electing the Moderator and the 
Board of Definitors; a very unusual exception is made in favor of the American Province in this 
Ordo Tenendus in so far that all ordained members may cast a ballot for the Provincial elections. 

The approval of the Rule by the Holy See in 1841 extended merely to the Articles; the 
Praxis Generalis and Americana as found in the edition prior to 1923 has the approval of the 
Moderator General; the excerpts of American Chapters as found in the 1923 edition have force 
only as long as they are not withdrawn by the Provincial or by any one Moderator.  

The contents of the Rule are very well adapted to the scope of the Community. The first 
Title on the Purpose of the Community; besides personal sanctification also the sanctification of 
others via Missions and Retreats; Devotion to the Precious Blood and to the Mother of God. The 
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second Title: Domestic Discipline in which obedience is declared to be the most fundamental 
community virtue, the different spiritual exercises outlined, silence, studies, garb, etc. The third 
Title on the Sacred Ministry, stresses the avoidance of avarice, counsels on hearing confession, 
preaching, saying Holy Mass, Missions (including foreign) and Retreats. Fourth Title: the 
administration of property and the Suffragia for the deceased. Fifth Title: the acquiring of new 
members. Sixth Title: the government of individual houses. Seventh Title: the government of the 
Community as a whole.  

2. HOUSES OUTSIDE OF SWISS AND AMERICAN PROVINCE:  

A. S. Salvatore in Campo was the first house in Rome for our Fathers.  

B. Ancona: (about 130 mi. N. of Rome on the Adriatic). St. Gaspar prophesied that 
Valentini would open a C.PP.S. house in Ancona. In a letter St. Gaspar writes to a certain Father 
Ottaviani that he should be sure to have the Chaplet of the Precious Blood recited in the Mission 
House "al Gesú”. The house in Ancona had been a Jesuit Seminary; it had been confiscated by 
the government and in 1839 our Fathers received it. It is still in charge of our Fathers.  

C.  Porto Recanati:   (near Ancona). Also the opening of this house was prophesied by St. 
Gaspar. St. Gaspar received a letter objecting strongly to depriving the diocese of Valentini by 
taking him into the C.PP.S. St. Gaspar answered that their ill will over this would cease and that 
Valentini would in due time open a house in Porto Recanati. Twenty five years later the people of 
that place started to ask their townsmen to establish a C.PP.S. house in his home city. The civil 
authorities helped and by 1846 the chapel could be blessed and in 1854 the Church was 
dedicated in honor of the Precious Blood. Our Fathers, however, had to leave six years later 
(1860) on account of the suppression laws.  

Chapter Three  FATHER FRANCIS SALESIUS MARIA BRUNNER:  

Born 1859, Founder of the Swiss and American Province, C.PP.S.  

1. PRIVATE LIFE 
Father Brunner was born in the village Mümliswil of the Canton Soluthurn, Switzerland. 

He had an exceptionally pious mother, and the life of his childhood could not have been more 
religious inside the walls of a monastery. After the death of the father of the family, Mrs. Brunner 
gave her sons to the nearby Benedictines to be educated. Two of the boys entered the 
Benedictines; one of the daughters became a Salesian Nun.  

2. BENEDICTINE 
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Father Brunner entered the Benedictine Novitiate in Maria Stein (near his home town) on 
July 11, 1812. In 1813 he entered the Order by taking the vows. In 1819 he was ordained. During 
the ten years of his priesthood as a Benedictine he became very prominent both in matters inside 
the monastery and without. In the course of time he became Novice Master, Moral Professor, and 
General Secretary of the Monastery. Besides this, however, to the neglect of his work in the 
Monastery, he was out very often giving Missions, etc.  

3. TRAPPIST 
In 1829 Father Brunner left the Benedictines and joined the Trappists in Ölenberg. The 

reasons for the change are not clear. For one thing it seems the Religious conditions at Maria 
Stein were not the best (Father Brunner was a very ascetical man); then there seems to have been 
some personal influence brought upon Father Brunner by the Trappist Abbot. As a matter of fact 
it also seems that conditions in Ölenberg were by no means better than in Maria Stein. After a 
few months we find Father Brunner in a Trappist Monastery in Holland. Soon he seems also to 
have left this monastery. About the same time in 1830 via the French Revolution the Trappist 
Monasteries were suppressed and the members dispersed. Father Brunner then could not return 
even had he wished to do so.  

4. UNDECIDEDNESS 
A. The years from 1830 until 1838 when Father Brunner joined the C.PP.S. might be 

called for him years of utter UNDECIDEDNESS. On his way back to Switzerland from Alsace 
after the expulsion of the Trappists he comes in contact with the Apostolic Nuncio and is already 
planning on going to American Missions. For this purpose, as he was going along, he collected 
2000 francs. Towards the end of 1831 or in the beginning of 1832 Fr. Brunner rents an old castle 
"Löwenberg" about 16 miles West of Chur (S.E. Switzerland) for the purpose of starting a 
Benedictine Missionary Institute, probably to educate young men for the foreign missions.  

By August 1832 the castle was bought; he was using the money gathered to go to 
America. In April 1832 the school was opened with 35 boys. The conditions Fr. Brunner insisted 
upon were thoroughly Catholic, even ascetical; he wanted to have all Josephism shut out of the 
institution. Fr. Brunner himself cannot explain where the money comes from to furnish the castle 
as a school, to feed and supply the boys, to pay the hired professor (Probst) and the cooks; he 
always expresses an infinite confidence in the Providence of God and the protection of Mary. 
That Fr. Brunner was satisfied with the success of the school is also evident from the fact that in 
September 1832, the year of its opening, he invites the chancellor of the diocese to attend the 
examinations, or at least send a delegate so as to be able to inform the Bishop of the work done. 
He is also thinking of taking in girls to the school but wishes to wait till his mother comes to take 
care of the temporalities of the place. In 1833 the Bishop allowed him to have Holy Mass said in 
the castle chapel.  
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B. In the meantime Father Brunner was also occupied so much in Missions that he 
brought upon himself the odium of the secular clergy, but especially of the Capuchins who had 
up to that time held all the missions in that section. The matter even reached Rome; the 
Congregation of the Propaganda officially tells the Bishop to protect Fr. Brunner. The letter is 
interesting in so far also that it calls him a legitimately exclaustrated Benedictine under the 
authority of the Ordinary. As a matter of fact, there exists a copious correspondence between 
Father Brunner and the Abbot of Maria Stein, up to his death.  

C. By December 1832 Fr. Brunner did no longer keep the boys in the school, the 
professor and the cooks remained. Partly the opposition and partly Fr. Brunner's own desire for 
the foreign mission led him to take this step. He deeds all the property of Löwenberg to the 
Diocese, however with all kinds of conditions (mostly that it remain a truly Catholic institution 
for the youth) amongst which is that if Mrs. Brunner, his mother so wishes, she may spend her 
last days there.  

D. In the beginning of December 1832 we find Fr. Brunner on his way to Rome with his 
aged mother. His intention was to place himself at the absolute disposal of the Holy See with a 
preference to work in foreign fields for the salvation of souls. In Rome he was told to prepare to 
go to the Congo Missions in Africa. Towards the end of February (1833) he left Rome (his 
mother remained several months longer) and for the next several months busied himself with 
gathering young men (priests and lay men) for his African Mission work. By May he has about 
ten priests with him and is thinking of starting some kind of an organization to further the work.  

E. Although Fr. Brunner had closed the school of Löwenberg in December 1832, in the 
spring of 1833 about fifteen boys applied for admission and were taken and a school started 
again. In June, however, (1833) Fr. Brunner was forced again to give the boys a vacation of 14 
days because he had no longer the means to keep them, and there was utter dissatisfaction; the 
latter probably on account of the meals because in the same letter in which he speaks of the 
vacation he says that in the meantime he wishes to send the cook to the diocesan Seminary to 
learn how to cook satisfactorily and still economically.  

F. In September 1833 Fr. Brunner was again in Rome. During this time (Sept.) he 
received the Title of Apostolic Missionary from the Holy See; also the personal privileged altar; 
in the meantime the Roman Authorities had sent several of the men that Fr. Brunner had gathered 
to Africa and some to China; Fr. Brunner, however, was told to continue his work in Switzerland; 
his school, his mission work.  

G. In the late fall of 1833 we find Fr. Brunner back in Löwenberg again, giving Missions 
in the surrounding country. About this same time Fr. Brunner's mother also returned from Rome 
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(after a stay of about nine months). The school in Löwenberg was closed. The personnel in the 
place were Fr. Brunner, his mother, and the hired hands of the quondam school. Mrs. Brunner, 
while in Rome had joined the Pious Union of the Precious Blood and upon her return to 
Löwenberg started a very retired life in honor of the Precious Blood; the female hired hands 
joined her; and to this we date the beginning of the Sisters of the Precious Blood that were for 
several years connected with the Missionaries of the Precious Blood in America. Fr. Brunner was 
their spiritual director in Löwenberg.  

H. From 1834 to 1837 it seems Fr. Brunner was occupied in giving Missions mainly in 
Switzerland, and in trying to further the cause of the newly founded Sisters of the Precious 
Blood; for the time being it seems the idea of foreign lands was not any longer so prominent in 
his mind. His health (he had an open sore on his leg which at times put him to bed) and the 
refusals of Rome to go to China and Africa seemed to have caused this. In 1835 Fr. Brunner sent 
two Sisters (one was "Nothburga”) to Gruenwald  an old and deserted pilgrimage place in a 
wooded district near Strassburg. The proposition did not fare well; Fr. Brunner's opposition to the 
lax clergy in Alsace brought it about (indirectly) that faculties were withdrawn and eventually Fr. 
Brunner left. (At this time the Sisters had neither vows nor a distinctive garb).  

January 1837 finds Fr. Brunner opening another establishment in N.W. Switzerland very 
near Maria Stein and near Delemont. His intention was to start an orphanage here (by the time 
the Sisters in Löwenberg had also started an orphanage). Some 13,000 francs were spent at this 
place, Wendlinsdorf, in buying and improving property. Opposition of all kinds was met in this 
establishment and it soon had to be abandoned. At this particular period his oldtime friend, Abbot 
Placidus of Maria Stein (the correspondence between Fr. Brunner and this abbot is very copious 
and from it we draw most of the information about Fr. Brunner) started to oppose the work of Fr. 
Brunner so much that Fr. Brunner once more took to the idea of going to Rome and ask the Holy 
Father to send him to the foreign fields in a new territory that would be willing to take the work 
of God, where there would be chances of a martyr's crown. 

5. FATHER BRUNNER JOINS C.PP.S. 

A. In a state of utter undecidedness as described above Fr. Brunner makes his way again 
to Rome to get a solution as to his life's work. In November 1837 he meets our Fathers in 
Cesena. It seems that immediately (according to his own words) he felt that he found his 
vocation; in fact he calls it his birthplace. However, even after this visit he goes, to Rome, has 
much negotiation with the Holy See through several Cardinals. The outcome of it all is that the 
Roman authorities have no objection if he becomes a member of the C.PP.S., and advise him to 
consult with Valentini. Before taking the step he makes a ten days retreat with the Jesuits and 
thereafter is taken in the Domus Probationis at Albano.  

B. Father Brunner as Probandus C.PP.S.: Fr. Merlini (who was general secretary at the 
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time writes): "Father Brunner gave a beautiful testimony of himself during his probation by his 
non-reprehensible conduct. He applied himself assiduously to study and prayer was most 
exemplary in his observance. He took much pain to translate into German our Rule and the 
practices of the Community. He mastered the Italian language sufficiently to be able to hear 
Confessions. He spoke Latin very well and was versed in the sciences. Already during the first 
month in Albano (we learn from a letter) that he was thinking of going back to work in 
Switzerland or Alsace during the coming summer.  

C. In August 1838 Fr. Brunner had completed his "Probatio”, and is on his way to 
Eschenweiler to personally oversee the improvements of a house in which he was contemplating 
an establishment. The project as it seems was stopped by the government. (Eschenweiler is in 
Alsace in the diocese of Strasburg). Fr. Brunner's letters on the subject seem to speak of a retreat 
house, possibly for the lax clergy; the document of suppression speaks of a house to train 
Missionaries for the African Mission. The opposition was so strong that for a while he was 
forbidden to say Mass in the diocese. This was a hard trial for Fr. Brunner, namely, a failure in 
his first attempt as C.PP.S. It is during this time that Father Valentini sends him his testimonial of 
good standing as C.PP.S. and soon afterwards sends another private letter consoling him in his 
affliction.  

D. After this failure(in December) Fr. Brunner goes to Löwenberg. (In the meantime he 
had been often laid up with his sore leg). During 1839 besides his ordinary run of Missions Fr. 
Brunner took great pains to start C.PP.S. in Löwenberg. By this time the Sisters were pretty well 
established. During this year about a dozen students came to Löwenberg; all of them about 20 
yrs. old; very pious and simple minded. The Sisters did all the house work, begged, prayed, and 
made frequent pilgrimages for the Students. The students who could payed for their board; others 
had to seek benefactors to pay for them; for others still Fr. Brunner himself sought benefactors. 
On one occasion he had leaflets printed recounting the work to be done by the students (to be 
ordained) and the prayers said for benefactors, and then sent all of them out in two’s; to Paden, 
Alsace, and through Switzerland. With regard to the religious atmosphere and the material 
upkeep of Löwenberg Fr. Brunner is always more than optimistic; the only thing he ever 
expresses any misgivings about is whether the students will ever acquire sufficient knowledge to 
be ordained.  

During the same year Fr. Brunner was still living in hopes that the Eschenweiler 
proposition would become a reality. He still held the property (in connection with this property 
we for the first time meet Fr. Albrecht as taking charge of the financial part of it - as a layman). 
In the meantime, however, Fr. Brunner was by no means putting aside the very things that 
seemed to make the proposition impossible. He kept on giving missions around Löwenberg in 
the same rigorous fashion sparing no one he became the idol of the people but the very contrary 
for the lax clergy. On one occasion he spent six weeks in a cave in rigorous penance, then went 
from one village to another (sometimes as high as six a day) on foot preaching penance during 
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one Lent. As companion he had one of the Löwenberg students who would announce Fr. 
Brunner's coming to a village and gather the people for the sermon. 

E. The year 1840 marks a positive step in the line of external success for Fr. Brunner's 
undertaking of establishing C.PP.S. in German speaking territories. The Strassbourg authorities 
who had absolutely decided it as non-feasible to let Fr. Brunner start in Eschenweiler, granted 
him permission to come into the diocese, to have an establishment in the famous St. Odilien 
Convent. He gathered 1600 francs to repair the convent. (C. PP. S. not there more than 2 yrs.) He 
also, from the same authorities, gets the assurance of being permitted to establish the Community 
in "Trois Epis" which means Three Ears "Drei Aehren", in the same diocese (which promise later 
became a reality). This year also Fr. Brunner had his first two priests ordained (both left later). 
So far Fr. Brunner was sole professor; and he had on one occasion to take (pro-tem) his students 
to the parish house to study. 

F. In 1841 we find two C.PP.S. priests and one student in St. Odilien, and also some 
C.PP.S, in Trois Epis. Towards the end of the year three more students are  ordained.  

G. 1842 two further ordinations. 

H. 1843 as we have seen before is the year that Fr. Brunner started for America. As soon 
as the permission came from Valentini to go to America, the designated ones made a Pilgrimage 
to Maria Einsideln (40 mi. N.W. of Löwenberg). Fr. Brunner also went to Trois Epis before 
leaving for America. The C.PP.S. was no longer in charge of St. Odilien  

From Basel Fr. Brunner writes a letter to Father John Butz (who was left as chaplain in 
Löwenberg): 1) he is to be Fr. Brunner's representative in the meantime both for the Priests at 
Trois Epis and for all the inmates at Löwenberg; 2) in case he (Fr. Butz) needs money or stipends 
he should get it from the Fathers at Trois Epis; 3) the orphans are to receive instructions about 
three times a week; the correction of papers he should give over to Joachim (?) and the best one 
in exams should get a Holy Picture; 4) the Sisters should get an exhortation once a week; 5) there 
may be trouble in Trois Epis, if so and if necessary, he should go there; 6) should also see to it 
that the students get ahead in their studies; should take no new ones nor brothers unless he is sure 
of their vocation; 7) should start the annual retreat on the 23 or 24 November; if he does not feel 
capable he should get one of the Fathers in Trois Epis; 8) should get some sermon books from 
the Capuchins (Hunold); a Ritual he can get from the pastor; should also try to get a book on 
America so he can appreciate the letters that he will get, etc. 

From Trois Epis writes a letter to the Sister at Löwenberg; the main content of which is 
ascetical besides that he appoints Sister Clara superioress, and exhorts them all to obedience and 
respect to Fr. Butz. 
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From Basel the company traveled to Paris; in Paris the pastor gave them 800 stipends; 
from Paris they traveled to Havre where they got on a sail ship very cheaply through the 
intervention of St. Vincent de Paul Society. They had to cook their own meals, however, on the 
ship; so the Ursuline Sisters in Havre (where they boarded till the time, when the ship was to 
sail) gave them quite a few provisions and Mass vestments. A certain merchant in Havre gave 
them about 1000 francs worth of provisions. In Havre they also met Bishop Purcell of Cincinnati 
(it is not certain whether Fr. Brunner had decided where in America he was going to work) Fr. 
Brunner suspects that the Bishop had already heard reports about him from Switzerland and 
Alsace. The Bishop told him to throw his cassock into the ocean and that the clothes of the whole 
crowd should be given to the poor in Europe because they are not worth the while to take to 
America; he also tells Fr. Brunner to buy smaller shoes; on the contrary, however, the Bishop 
promises to give them property in his diocese. It seems that the Bishop got impatient in waiting 
for the ship to sail and tries to get s steamship. Fr. Brunner, by giving the Bishop $340.00 makes 
this change possible. 

The whole company C.PP.S, were 15: eight priests and seven brothers, Frs. Brunner, 
Anton Meyer, John Wittmer, Martin Probst, Jacob Ringele, P. Anton Capeder, John Vanderbrock, 
John D. Jacomet. Brothers Peter Homburger, Henry Duesser, Peter Kreusch (after ordained) 
Matthias Kreusch (also ordained later), Fridolin Baumgartner, Aloys Kastrisher, Stephen 
Geschwind. A certain Fr. Margaretelli had not come and of the rest, six other ones left the 
Community later on. They had with them the famous Picture from Maria Stein which Fr. 
Brunner put in Maria Stein Convent, Ohio - later to Rome City and then in one of the 
renovations destroyed. They also had the body of St. Concordia with them, 

On account of the bad weather they could not sail until November 19, but they were on 
the ship most of the time. During the voyage Fr. Brunner writes that his health was excellent. 
They led a very regular life of prayer and study, the "same as at Löwenberg except that the 
Sisters were not doing the cooking for us.” They even had their annual retreat the 10 days before 
the feast of St. Francis. 

The ship arrived at New Orleans Dec. 21, 1843, Christmas was celebrated on steamship 
on the Mississippi. It seems to have been a freight ship so the part was left to its own devotions. 
They said the Office in common, had their midnight Mass, etc. Each of the eight priests said 
three Masses on the water. They had a regular chapel fitted up and Fr. Brunner in his diary 
speaks very enthusiastically of the event. On the anniversary of St. Gaspar's Death, December 
28, the ship left the Mississippi and turned into the Ohio. On New Year's day they arrived in 
Cincinnati.  3

Here they received a warm welcome from the Bishop Purcell. He housed the whole 
crowd. They were assigned to the territory near Norwalk, Ohio in the present Toledo Diocese: St, 
Alphonsus. There was no rail connection so they again took a boat up the Ohio to Wellsville 
(about 30 miles south of Youngstown); the rest of the trip (about 100 miles) was made in a 

 Other sources state that they arrived in Cincinnati, Ohio on 31 December 1843.3
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wagon. However, they started the missionary work on the way. Stopped of at Massillon, Canton, 
Worcester, and other places to preach and hear confessions. On this whole journey they wore 
their cassocks and crosses, so that in some sections they were suspected of being papal spies, but 
no serious insults were given. When at length they came to Norwalk three miles from St. 
Alphonsus, the driver although hired for the whole distance refused to go any further. It was 
evening and a storm was brewing. They left their baggage in Norwalk and started to walk with 
the help of a lantern. It rained and the mud roads were almost impassible even for a pedestrian. 
After being soaked to the skin and after much hardship they arrived at the church where the 
sexton, overjoyed at seeing such a large number of priests, gave them a hearty welcome 

At once in St. Alphonsus the members started a Community life. Fr. Brunner was the only 
one who was allowed to associate with outsiders outside of the confessional. It seems Fr. 
Brunner was afraid that the uneducated young priests might be imprudent in some way or 
another. As soon as it was known that a number of German priests had come to America calls 
came from all sides. 

For the first several months that our Fathers were at Peru (St. Alphonsus' church) Fr. 
Brunner kept on teaching the young priests for about four days of the week; the rest of the time 
(Saturday, Sunday and Monday) he would go out to tend to the nearby missions and stations. At 
first he went out alone; later he took one or the other of the young Fathers with him and it was 
comparatively late that he allowed any of the younger Fathers to go out alone. 

Peru was the motherhouse of the Community until 1847. The Missions attended to from 
this point are principally the following: Thompson, German church in Tiffín, New Riegel (at that 
time called Wolfscreek), German Settlement (in Richland Co.,) the German Parish in Cleveland, 
Avon in Lorain Co., German Parish in Sandusky, Lower Sandusky (Fremont ), Liverpool (in 
Medina Co.), Randolph (in Portage Co.,), Akron Chippawa (in Wayne Co.- not on a map). These 
places were in the exclusive charge of the C.PP.S. Some were visited every two weeks, every 
month, every six weeks, every two months, according to the number of Catholics there. But Fr. 
Brunner managed to get back to Peru after the Sunday work; this system remained for the first 
three years. If there was a sick call during the week, the respective party would have to get the 
priest from Peru. 

In July 1844 the first Sisters from Löwenberg came to America to take over the duty of 
teaching the children. Until (Christmas they stayed in Peru; by Christmas a convent had been 
built for them at New Riegel, called "Mary of Bethlehem". The Sisters were Sister Anne 
(Albrecht) wife of Fr. Albrecht, and her daughter Sister Rose, plus a novice. Rev. Maximillian 
Homburger accompanied them from Löwenberg to America.  

In December 1845 a second convent was started at Thompson. In 1846 the convent at 
Maria Stein was started. For different reasons the headquarters of the Community were moved 
from St. Alphonsus to Thompson in 1847. 

Chapter Four - VARIA 
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1. ANNA MARIA BRUNNER AND THE BEGINNING OF C.PP.S. SISTERS 
Anna Maria Brunner, the mother of Father Francis S. Brunner was born in Mümliswil, 

Switzerland, in 1762. As was already stated her life as a mother of a family was most religious. 
In 1832, after the death of her husband, she left her home town to live the rest of her days 

in the Löwenberg Castle in retirement; at this time she was already 70 years of age. In the fall of 
this same year she had an opportunity to make a pilgrimage to Rome; an opportunity for which 
she had long sought. She left Löwenberg with her Reverend son and arrived in Rome Dec. 21; 
she remained in Rome until the fall of the following year. During her stay in the Holy City she 
spent her time in satisfying her devotions, especially did she frequent the church of St. Nicholas 
in Carcere and had herself enrolled in the Archconfraternity of the Precious Blood. She was very 
much edified at the zeal she noticed in the priests St. Gaspar, Father Pallotti, Father Albertini. 
She felt herself called to help the work of these noble missionaries by her prayers. Accordingly 
she made up her mind by continual prayers in presence of the Blessed Sacrament to honor the 
Precious Blood and to implore God to bless the work of these missionaries and to ask him also to 
send many more such saintly priests into the world. She had the Chaplet of the Precious Blood 
and the Rules of the Archconfraternity translated into German with the intention of introducing 
them into Switzerland upon her return. 

In the fall of 1833 she returned to Löwenberg. At this time it will he remembered the 
orphanage there had been abandoned and of the hired help only two of the women were still 
there with Fr. Brunner. During the winter she spent her time with the other women in prayer in 
the castle chapel imploring the Lord to bless the tabors of the priests and to send many good 
priests into the world. This prayer was also already then continued during the night. By the 
spring of 1834 she had six further associates in this life of prayer and soon several others joined 
her. She was considered the superioress and insisted very much on continual prayer and silence. 
Each Sister had a specified time when she was to be in presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
adoring the Precious Blood and praying for priests. She died a very holy death Jan. 1836. 

After the death of Mrs. Brunner this community life was continued by the rest in all its 
rigor and zeal. "Silence was considered so essential that for the necessary things a sign language 
was used for a time." Fr. Brunner was their spiritual director and they considered themselves part 
of the Missionary C.PP.S. Community. This was also the view taken by the Roman authorities 
after Fr. Brunner joined the C. PP. S. in 1838. This is seen from the fact that in several letters of 
Fr. Brunner mention is made of the translation of the Italian Rule (of Fr. Merlini's C.PP.S. sisters) 
for the Swiss province; that the Romans would be wilting to make necessary concessions from 
the original rule to meet the conditions of the Swiss province. Later, however, it seems this 
connection was dropped. Also the diocesan authorities of Switzerland gave their approval to the 
Sisters. 

Their daily life was very highly ascetical. Perpetual adoration of the Precious Blood; each 
sister in the beginning had to spend two nights' hours in the chapel; several went daily to Holy 
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Communion (exceptional at that time); particular examen before dinner; after dinner stations; 
after supper Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Examination of Conscience and 
Meditation, 

As an average during their stay in Löwenberg (till 1850) there were between ten and 15 
sisters there. They tilled the gardens and fields even cut and prepared the wood for firing. Also as 
a rule they had few orphan girls with them teaching them to do house work. On account of their 
diligence and work they never suffered want but were even known to give very much to the poor. 
Three of the original Sisters are buried in Löwenberg; the rest are buried in America. 

2. LÖWENBERG 
From what has been mentioned already, Löwenberg must be considered the cradle of the 

American Province C.PP.S., and also the home of the Sisters, C.PP.S.. In Switzerland the Castle 
of Löwenberg is historical. Way back before the 12th century it is a fortress for some noble 
family. In 1685 fire damaged it very heavily and destroyed the great tower. Soon after it was 
again repaired. In 1832 it was sold to Fr. Brunner. In 1837 Fr. Brunner deeded the property over 
to the Diocesan authorities; but C.PP.S, kept using it until 1850 when all the C.PP.S, inmates 
moved to America. 
In 1851 the diocesan authorities made an orphanage out of it and gave it to the Sisters of St. 
Vincent de Paul. It became a very flourishing and popular home. In 1889 (at this time there were 
49 orphans there) it was entirely destroyed by fire. A new building was put up very near the 
destroyed one to take care of the homeless orphans. No information on hand as to its present 
status. 

3. TROIS EPIS 
Trois Epis, already mentioned, is in Northern Alsace, in the diocese of Strassburg. It was 

given to the C.PP.S. after much opposition to Fr. Brunner's contemplated establishment at 
Eschenweiler in the same diocese. 

The history of this shrine of the Blessed Virgin dates back to somewhere before 1491. In 
1491 we find a wayside cross at this place commemorating the violent death of some citizen; (the 
whole history of the shrine as given here can be authenticated by reliable documents); in May 
1491 a certain Schoere whilst passing the cross on his way to a mill stopped to say a short prayer 
for the repose of the soul of the man for whom the cross was erected.  Whilst praying the Bl. 
Mother appeared to him holding a stem of wheat with three heads in one hand and an icicle in 
the other; she told him that God was about to punish the inhabitants of the district by sickness in 
body and hail on the crops; she also told him to tell the inhabitants of the district to do penance 
and make pilgrimages; she then would pray God to avert the punishment. The icicle was the sign 
of the punishment; the three heads of wheat, a picture of the plenty that would follow if they 
would convert. Schoere went his way but resolved to avoid ridicule by silence. When he came to 
the mill neither he nor the miller could move his grain. By this incident his hesitation was 
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overcome. He informed the priests and officials of the place and credence was given to his 
words. The priests preached penance and the same year a small oratory was built on the spot of 
the apparition. In 1495 a larger chapel had to be built; a few years later the place became so 
popular that a pilgrimage house was erected there. During the 30 Years War (1636) the shrine 
was burned; was rebuilt together with a convent for religious in 1651. The monks of St. 
Salvatore, the Cistercians, the Antonites and Capuchins held it during the centuries in turn. In 
1791 the chapel was closed. In 1804 the Capuchins opened it again and held it till 1823 when the 
Redemptorists held it till 1826. After this till 1843 it was tended from the nearby parish, 
Ammerschwihr.  

In 1843 Fr. Brunner received it for the C.PP.S. An ardent child of Mary he could not see 
her shrine so deserted. He sent six priests, three brothers, and one student there to start the much 
needed renovation. It had been completely neglected; both the church and the convent. Within a 
few years the place again was a popular pilgrimage. Trois Epis became a very important house 
for the C.PP.S. in 1847 Eugen Lachat was superior at Trois Epis. In 1870 during the Kultur 
Kampf our Fathers were mistaken for Jesuits and forbidden to enter the country. The shrine was 
in charge of a secular priest, Abbé Salzmann until 1911; then the Redemptorists again received 
charge. 

Even today there are evidences of the presence of C.PP.S. at Trois Epis: the month of 
June is celebrated in honor of the Precious Blood; the Archconfraternity is erected on the altar of 
the Crucifixion; the feast of the Precious Blood is celebrated as the principal feast; the feast of St. 
Francis is solemnized every year.  

4. ODILIENBERG  
This place which Fr. Brunner held for a short time is also a very historical spot. Its 

beginning dates to the 6th century. Originally it was a convent of nuns instituted by St. Odilia. 
Before the Reformation they were widely known for learning and piety. The convent 
Trutenhausen from which some of Fr. Brunner's letters are written is a second convent at the foot 
of the hill "Odilienberg"; it originally was a Premonstratensian monastery. Odielienberg is 
sometimes called "Hohenburg". Today Odilienberg is in the hands of some third order of St. 
Francis. The tenure of C.PP.S. seems to have been so short that they are not mentioned in articles 
on the place. It is in the diocese of Strassburg.  

5. EUGEN LACHAT  

We met Fr. Lachat as superior in Trois Epis. He was born in 1819 of poor but very 
Catholic parents. His grandfather was often in danger of the guillotine during the French 
Revolution because he harbored priests. Eugen was very intelligent and  real boy. (He rang bells 
from belfry to make people believe there was a miracle.)  

Very early he became an orphan. He wanted to be ordained. For a while he studied with 
his pastor, then with his brother, and for a while with Fr. Brunner at Lövenberg. Fr. Brunner 
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realizing the abilities of the young man (20 yrs. of age) sent him to Rome. In Rome he got lost. 
The Swiss Guards (his countrymen) guided him to Card. Franzoni who then directed him to the 
Seminary at Albano. After three years study in Italy he was ordained at the age of 23. Fr. Merlini 
in a letter to Fr. Brunner reports most favorably upon Eugen and asks for others like him.  

His first labors were giving missions in Italy. By 1847 he was made superior at Trois 
Epis. In 1850 with the consent of the Moderator he was made pastor and soon afterwards even 
dean of the diocese. In 1854 in spite of opposing factions, he prepared a great festival in his 
deanery to celebrate the newly proclaimed dogma of the Immaculate Conception.  

In 1863 he was made Bishop of Basle. The condition of the diocese from an ecclesiastical 
viewpoint was deplorable. The French Revolution had deprived the Church in that section of 
much property and of many of her rights; old Catholics and radicals were very strong. Still in 
spite of political prohibition in 1870 he announced the dogma of the Papal infallibility. Soon 
after when he refused to reinstate two Old Catholic priests whom he had excommunicated the 
government exiled him. After that the diocese suffered much. Under Leo XIII some agreement 
was reached between Church and State and to facilitate matters Bishop Lachat resigned his See. 
The Pope appreciated this step on the part of Lachat and gave him the administration of another 
diocese besides other honors. He died soon after in 1886.  

The Catholic Encyclopedia says that under Lachat the first real steps in Switzerland were 
taken since the French Revolution towards an understanding between Church and State.  

6. ST. ALPHONSUS  
The beginnings of the parish of St. Alphonsus in Peru, Ohio must date back to the year 

1839, when about six families from Alsace settled there. In this first crowd was also a nun of 
Divine Providence from France. She wished to escape the religious upheavals in her home 
country and came to America with the intention of following the example of the ancient hermits, 
which she did. The settlers gave her several acres of land which she tilled and worked to keep her 
living. She became the medical, civil, and religious leader of the settlement. She was an educated 
women and the settlers in all their needs turned to the Hermitess.  

This colony was about a hundred miles away from any station that was visited by a 
Germanspeaking priest. The people of St. Alphonsus considered themselves fortunate at this time 
if they could receive the Sacraments once a year. All was woods and there were no roads; the nun 
was not satisfied with these conditions of the colonists. She started to agitate the forming of a 
parish and the building of a Church. She used all kinds of arguments to persuade the farmers to 
build a church. No one would settle there if there was no church; they were running the risk of 
dying without the Sacraments. They had the obligation to bring up their children in the true 
religion. No priest would ever think of coming to that wilderness if there were no church there, 
etc.  

The arguments appealed and property was bought for the church and the deed sent to 
Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati with a letter explaining the situation. The Bishop sent Fr. Henni 
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(later also Bishop) to investigate. Canton was the residence of Father Henni. He went to 
Norwalk, gathered the settlers of St. Alphonsus for Mass and the Sacraments, then proceeded to 
view the site of the new church. Fr. Henni encouraged them and promised to come and bless the 
church when it was completed.  

The people went to work with wonderful enthusiasm under the direction of the nun who 
also helped with her own hands. in 1830 Fr. Henni came and blessed the new church and called it 
St. Michael’s; he visited the place after this about every two or three months. But every Sunday 
the congregation would meet in the morning and afternoon for prayers, reading, and singing. The 
nun in the meantime would instruct the children.  

In 1833 the Bishop visited the place and found it large enough to have a pastor of its own. 
The Redemptorists were asked by the Bishop and accepted the invitation. But there was no priest 
house. The nun again had to work up the people to build a dwelling for the priests; in the 
meantime she boarded them in her own house. The house that was built at this time is the one 
that our Fathers entered later on.  

During the Redemptorists' stay (about 8 years) the name of the church was changed to 
that of their founder St. Alphonsus; the Ven. Bishop Neumann also labored in St. Alphonsus for 
some time. Why the Redemptorists left is hard to say (perhaps they felt the future trouble 
coming). At any rate on account of the dearth of priests there was a short interval when St. 
Alphonsus had no pastor. The Bishop felt that there should be a priest there so he sent a man 
there, whom he imprudently trusted on his mere word. A scandal followed that was very great 
even in those days of pioneer life. Fr. Brunner says it seems that the forces of hell must have 
broken loose; the Bishop himself made a trip from Cincinnati (in those days no small matter) to 
try to settle the affair; he suspended the priest and told him to leave the diocese. (The priest went 
to Norwalk and started to work against the church even by spreading literature  later he tried to 
marry). The trouble seems to have been money and a woman. Father Brunner in his diary says 
that charity forbids to mention the name of the fact; he asks all readers to pray for the individual 
who caused the scandal.  

After this scandal the parish again was without priest for about two years. The 
parishioners themselves were also in factions (some with the scoundrel priest, and others against 
him, etc). In this condition the parish was given to C.PP.S. At the time there were about one 
hundred families that belonged to the parish.  

When our Fathers came to St. Alphonsus they found the Church well supplied even 
having two bells and also all the ordinary equipment inside. The people were anxious to have a 
priest and at first showed very good will, but the old evil soon started again and it was not long 
before Fr. Brunner was looking for different headquarters for the C.PP.S.  

7. THOMPSON (Frank)  
About fifty German families had settled around present Frank, Ohio, had built a church 

(St. Michael) and this settlement was one of the first to ask the service from the Fathers at St. 
Alphonsus. Fr. Brunner speaks very highly of the people and contrasts them with the folk at 
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Peru. Already at that early date they had a parochial school.  
In 1845 the convent was established there and the Sisters started the perpetual adoration 

here, and the same method of life as at Löwenberg.  

8. TIFFIN  
In 1845 Father Brunner dedicated the first German Church there  St. Joseph. St. Mary's 

was in existence already since 1833. St. Alphonsus priest had regular charge of the German 
congregation.  

9. WOLFSCREEK (New Riegel)  
New Riegel had a church (St. Boniface) already in 1836 and was attended from St. 

Alphonsus by the Redemptorist Fathers. 1844 saw C.PP.S. (Fr. Brunner) for the first time in New 
Riegel, very soon after he started to give services in Tiffin. Here also at this early date there was 
a parochial school. When Fr. Brunner came there in 1844 the parish had 170 families, none 
further than eight miles from the church.  

In the spring of the same year, 1844, Father Brunner started to build a convent also in 
New Riegel. From the words of Fr. Brunner we learn that the Hermitess of Peru was again 
instrumental in getting the C.PP.S. Sisters to America. She prevailed upon Bishop Purcell to ask 
Fr. Brunner to call some over to America. The first three came in July 1844 and lived in St. 
Alphonsus with the Hermitess until (Christmas 1844) the convent at New Riegel was completed. 
There perpetual adoration of the Sisters was started Christmas 1844; on this account the convent 
is named "Mary at the Crib". In 1847 headquarters of the Community were transferred from St. 
Alphonsus to New Riegel. It was a much larger parish; trouble was starting again in St. 
Alphonsus, and Fr. Brunner did not trust to buy property there.  

10. CLEVELAND  SANDUSKY  AKRON 
In 1844 Bishop Purcell ordered Fr. Brunner to take care of the German parish in 

Cleveland. At that time it had hardly 50 families. Therefore not as important as the other places 
mentioned so far. A certain Mr. Dettmer is mentioned as a man of great lay activity in Cleveland. 
Fr. Brunner calls him a Tobias, looking up the poor and fallen away Catholics; God blessed him, 
he became a very prominent and wealthy citizen of the city. The growth of the city's Catholicity 
is shown by the fact that three years later (1847) Cleveland was already a Bishopric.  

During this time Sandusky was tended to from St. Alphonsus. In 1850 one of our Fathers, 
Clement Schweitzer, became a victim of heroic charity during the cholera plague in that city. 
Akron is mentioned as a small mission attended to by the way.  

It must be kept in mind that all the places (which covered most of the territory in N.E. 
Ohio) were tended to by our Fathers as Missions. The Fathers always had to return to one of the 
three convents: St. Alphonsus (till 1847), New Riegel, or Thompson.  
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11. MARIA STEIN  
1845 meant new territory for the C.PP.S. At the request of Bishop Purcell Fr. Brunner 

took charge of the parish of St. John at this place. Up to this time the activities of the Fathers 
were mostly in North East Ohio. This is the opening date of their work in the West Central part 
of the State. By 1846 a Sisters' Convent was also opened there. The parish of Maria Stein was 
opened about 1836 and for the first nine years secular priests were in charge. As time went on 
this part of the state became the principal center for C.PP.S.  

12. MINSTER 

Also a parish attended by the secular clergy from the year 1834 till 1845 when the 
C.PP.S. took charge, soon after taking Maria Stein.  The convent was started 1852.  

13. JOHN WITTMER  
One of the first seven to come to America. He was born in 1818, died in 1893. His first 

appointment as priest was Trois Epis but soon to be called to America. He worked in North and 
Central Ohio, and in Tennessee. He opposed the famous Fr. Albrecht; and although Fr. Brunner 
did not agree in this with Fr. Wittmer, still the tworemained very close friends; in fact during Fr. 
Brunner's stay in Europe, Fr. Wittmer was usually his representative. Correspondence between 
the two is very copious and confidential. He was the first of the American province to celebrate 
his golden jubilee in the priesthood.  

14. MATTHIAS KREUSCH  
Came over with Fr. Brunner on his first trip to America, but as a laybrother. After his 

ordination (he was the first of our Fathers to be ordained in America) he became very active in 
the ministry. In Lima he started the present St. Rose parish by preaching to the railroad men. 
Born 1820, died 1874.  

15. NICHOLAS GALES  
B. 1814  D. 1888.  A very special man. For 25 years he never tasted meat.  

16. ANTHONY MEYER 
B. 1817  left the Community 1850. He was one of the more talented of Fr. Brunner's 

students at Löwenberg. He was also a very great enthusiast for the Rule of St. Gaspar, which 
eventually led him away from Fr. Brunner and the Community.  

17. JOHN VANDERBROOK  
Also one of the first seven to come to America. He was a Hollander and as such learned 

the English language with much more ease than anyone else of the crowd. Until 1860 he was 
active in N. Ohio. In 1860 he was transferred to Carthagena, as first superior. He was known as 
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an expert horse rider even to his old days; he built 13 churches from 1860 till his death in 1874; 
among those is the present church in Egypt, also the old Seminary chapel.  

18. JOHN JACOMET  
Was the prodigal son of the first seven. He left Fr. Brunner soon after their coming to 

America. Lived as a married man for 41 years, but died reconciled. During these years he lived 
as a farmer, had several children. His would-be wife was a Catholic and it is said that she 
persuaded him to go back to his priestly life. He did. It is said that he never said Mass again, but 
did receive Communion with the lay Brothers. On the occasion of his funeral the local superior 
of the Seminary would not allow the Community to attend the services in the parish church 
although this was usually done. Nor was there any solemn services for him although this could 
have been done easily. He was born in 1811, died about 1889.  

19. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Fr. Brunner, in spite of his many active labors both in Switzerland and in America still 

found time to write copiously.  

20. PRIVILEGES 
During Fr. Valentini's Moderatorship:  
1) Exemption from Parishes (funerals, etc.)  
2) Privileged Altar twice a week.  
3) Feast of the Precious Blood, I class with Octave.  

PART THREE  THIRD MODERATOR GENERAL C.PP.S.  
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Chapter One  VEN. FATHER GIOVANNI MERLINI (18471873)  

A. PRIVATE LIFE  
Father Merlini was born Aug. 28, 1795 and was baptized the same day. Place of birth: 

Spoleto. He was one of 13 children in the family. His parents at first had a private tutor for him 
and later sent him to the public schools. He was always loved both by his teachers and fellow 
students. He made so great an impression on the priest who gave him his first communion that 
later when he became Moderator, this same priest, now a Cardinal, remembered him and 
congratulated him.  

When Fr. Merlini revealed his wish to enter the clerical state, his parents did not wish 
this, since John was the only male child then still living. Behold soon after (probably in answer 
to the prayers of John) a little boy was born to the family and John was allowed to enter the 
clerical state. His first years as a cleric were full of zeal. Similar to St. Gaspar he had a little 
oratory in one of the rooms of the home and there he would instruct and pray with his equals. 
Later he was allowed to direct and give instructions to the sodalities in the church.  

In 1818 he said his First Mass in the same church where he had so often instructed and 
guided the various sodalities. From this time on he widened the field of his labors and in 1820 
came in contact with St. Gaspar. He felt called to the C.PP.S. and followed the call. For over fifty 
years he worked in the Community, mostly as missionary. At first St. Gaspar had Fr. Merlini give 
the ferverinos on the street corners to invite the passers by to attend the sermons in the church. 
Later he became very successful in his retreats to the clergy even as a very young man. He also 
was very zealous to promote the sodalities of St. Francis and St. Aloysius. Another great work 
that St. Gaspar committed to him was the founding of the Sisters of the Precious Blood. He was 
the spiritual advisor and father confessor of the Foundress, Ven. Maria De Mattias.  

B. LIFE AS MODERATOR  
At the death of Fr. Valentini, the Roman Fathers elected Fr. Merlini as the successor. 

Since the American Province was not represented at this chapter, before Fr. Merlini was really 
Moderator, the Holy Father had ratified the election there, so to say, by approving it in the 
absence of the American representatives.  

During the Moderatorship of Fr. Merlini some eight houses were started in Europe; and 
some 21 official applications made for C.PP.S. establishments. Among the latter were two calls 
from France, one from England, and one from Germany that were not or could not be taken. 
(Card. Wiseman seems to have been negotiating with Fr. Merlini for an establishment but the 
former's death brought the affair to an unsuccessful end.)  

The Motherhouse of the Community was moved from S. Salvator in Campo (relinquished 
in 1859) to Maria in Trivio in 1854. This new place was more spacious and in a more convenient 
location. In 1860, and 1870 much of the property of the Community was confiscated and under 
these trials Fr. Merlini showed himself the Saint by his proverbial "Fiat Voluntas Dei”.  
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In 1848 the Precious Blood Fathers became ipso facto members of the Archconfraternity 
of the Precious Blood, and soon after the Moderator received equal powers with the Rector of St. 
Nicolas in Carcere as to the Archconfraternity. In 1849 Fr. Merlini spoke to Pius IX, who was 
then in exile, and advised him to make a vow to introduce the feast of the Precious Blood into the 
general calendar of the Church in order to obtain from God his return to Rome. The Pope 
answered that he would not make a vow but in case of his release he would introduce the feast; a 
few days later he was released and introduced the feast on the first of July, which that year 
happened to be on a Sunday. (For a long time the feast was celebrated on the first Sunday in July; 
since about 1912 it is celebrated throughout the Latin Church on the first of July.)  

The year 1850 brought the consolation to Fr. Merlini of seeing the Archconfraternity of 
the Precious Blood established in London; the same year also the miracles of Rimini took place. 

The Chapters  called during Fr. Merlini's moderatorship were more or less General. One 
in 1868 (in which three Americans were present; Fr. Kunkler, Provincial; and Frs. Dickmann and 
Guggenberger  later S.J.); the other in 1872 (no Americans present). Of the chapter in 1868 the 
following points are of interest; the promise of fidelity is allowed to be demanded of the 
American members; no public vows allowed to be made but private temporary ones are 
permitted; the American superiors should start to try to separate from the Sisters since such 
connection cannot last; no more smaller parishes should be taken but rather seek to have 
establishments in larger localities so that community life can be had.  

One of Fr. Merlini's ideals as Moderator was to spread the Community. He had one house 
started in Germany, Baumgärtle; was working for one in England. He was also solicitous for 
Trois Epis by sending Lachat there as superior. The house in Schellenberg was also started whilst 
Merlini was Moderator. The young American Province was also very near to Fr. Merlini. There is 
still extant a letter that he sent to Bishop Purcell inquiring into the work and the piety and 
learning and obedience of the C.PP.S. in America. He also established a Second Province in 
America in California which however owing to mismanagement was destined to have only a 
very short existence.  

From this we can see that the devotion to the C.PP.S., the welfare and spread of the 
Community were always very near to the heart of Merlini. The fact that his case is at present 
under consideration for Beatification tells us that his private life must have been very edifying. It 
is attested by several members who lived with him for years that he was never seen to have 
transgressed a Rule of the Community; in fact he would even go to extremes so as not to infringe 
on the least regulation. As Moderator he considered himself "Inter pares". Although of a very 
heated temperament he was known as the most kind of superiors; but never known to have been 
unjustly partial to anyone. His life also teems with miraculous incidents especially in connection 
with missions. During his last years he lost his hearing; still it is attested that in the confessional 
he could understand a whisper.  

He died in 1873. A taxi driver (seemingly a clerical hater) ran over him as he was on his 
way to satisfy his devotion in a church of the Blessed Virgin. He never fully recovered from this 
injury. Pius IX when he heard of his death said, "By his death the world suffers a great loss". The 
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dignitary who came to have the funeral said: "I come not to pray for the deceased, but to 
celebrate the triumph of a saint." He is buried in the cemetery of the Church of St. Nicholas in 
Carcere.    4

Chapter Two  AMERICAN PROVINCE UNDER THE MODERATORSHIP OF  

MERLINI (18471873)  

1. FATHER SALESIUS BRUNNER, PROVINCIAL  1859  
The year 1847 saw the abandonment of the first settlement of our Fathers in this country: 

Peru. The Seminary was transferred to the convent in Thompson (Frank).  
In 1848 our Fathers upon the request of Bishop Rappe of Cleveland started to work in a 

new section of Ohio when they took charge of the parish in Glandorf. At that time the Glandorf 
Parish included the territory now having several parishes: New Cleveland, Kalida, Ottawa. The 
Parish had been started by a secular priest in 1834. As soon as Fr. Brunner took charge of 
Glandorf he erected a convent (completed in 1850, abandoned 1873) "Maria Camp" with 120 
acres of land. This convent was 3 miles west of Glandorf and it was soon noticed that it would be 
more practical to have the convent closer, so also in Glandorf itself a convent "Maria zum HI. 
Grab" was erected and completed before the afore mentioned one (1849). In connection with this 
convent the Community also owned seven acres of land.  

At this time the Community had 14 ordained priests in the U.S., two of whom Fr. Brunner 
says, were able professors, and eight had the oath of fidelity. Vocations to the Sisterhood were 
increasing so rapidly that if the Community wanted to accept all, it was imperative to build new 
convents; then also Fr. Brunner held the principle that for the good of order and for the individual 
spiritual welfare, it was necessary to change the sisters often: these two reasons explain the 
numerous foundations of new convents around this time.  

Fr. Brunner's health was always very poor; often he was compelled to be in bed. 
According to his letters the doctors advised a trip to Europe. He also (this he puts down as the 
principal reason) wished to make a pilgrimage to the famous Bl. Virgin Shrine “Maria Einsideln" 
in Switzerland. So in August 1849 after he had obtained leave both from the Bishop of 
Cincinnati and Cleveland he made his first trip to Europe in company with Fr. Vanden Brock. In 
the meantime Fr. John Wittmer was ProSuperior in the United States.  

Whilst in Europe (Switzerland and France) he did live up to the idea of making a 
pilgrimage to "Maria Einsideln": he visited that shrine at least four times. However, of his health 
he did not take care. From his diary a person gets the impression that hardly a week passed by 
without him being confined to bed; often he was even unable to say his office or mass. The big 
difficulty he had was settling property disputes. Löwenberg had been deeded over to the diocese 

 Other sources state that he was buried in the Campo Verano Cemetery, not in the Church of S. Nicola in 4

Carcere.. [Fr. Ballor]



!  52

more than twenty years previous and the Sisters were still there; Eschenweiler (in Alsace where 
he was never allowed to settle) seems still to have been in his hands. The settling of this matter 
seemed to have demanded almost unending travel during the year he was in Europe. In the 
meantime Fr. Brunner also renewing old acquaintances, looking up relatives of Community 
members who were in the U.S., looking for new candidates C.PP.S., begging and buying books, 
etc. for houses in U.S., also tried to get financial help from the Society of the Propagation in 
Lyons, but got nothing. On his trip he also seems to have found the statue that was venerated in 
the pilgrimage chapel in Thompson.  

During his stay in Europe his correspondence naturally is often with the C.PP.S. in U.S. 
There is trace of one letter to the Moderator, Merlini, treating on the Oath of Fidelity (Fr. 
Brunner did not get to Rome this trip) and also letters to the Bishop of Cincinnati and of 
Cleveland.  

Fr. Brunner had determined to leave Europe by August 1850. Löwenberg was abandoned; 
all the inmates together with the new material gathered journeyed together to America, thirty in 
number, Priests, Brothers, and Sisters.  

In the meantime in U.S. the convent "Mary Mother of Mercy” (Gruenenwald)  with 240 
acres of land  was being built and formally entered on Nov. 2, 1850. Also the pilgrimage chapel 
in Thompson (as Fr. Brunner directed via letter to Fr. John Wittmer) was being built.  

During these years, 18471850 we also find our Fathers attending to the Parishes: St. 
Rosa, Cassella, Greenville.  

2.  1850  1854  
During this period we find our Fathers working in the parishes of St. Henry, St. Joseph 

(Victoria), Berlin (Ft. Loramie), and Egypt, beyond those already mentioned.  
The following convents were opened: Himmelgarten (520 acres of land); Minster (2 

acres); Mary's Home (in Ft. Wayne diocese  240 acres).  
In June 1852 Fr. Brunner starts another trip to Europe; before leaving he made a sort of 

visitation of all the convents: there were eight:1) Wolfscreek; 2) Thompson; 3) Maria Stein; 4) 
Glandorf; 5) Maria Camp; 6) Gruenenwald; 7) Himmelgarten; 8) Minster. The Community at 
this time in America had 16 priests, 52 brothers and students, 172 sisters. The community owned 
1476 acres of land.  

The letters of this time show that health again was one of the reasons for Fr. Brunner's 
trip. Also as in the first trip as a matter of fact he visited old acquaintances and relatives of 
members in Switzerland. During this stay in Europe, however, he did take water treatments for 
some twenty days in a hospital in Switzerland.  

His intention in this trip was to get to Rome and to induce the Roman authorities to allow 
an exaction of four vows from the American members: the three ordinary ones of chastity, 
poverty, and obedience, and a fourth of stability in the community. He did not succeed in this 
attempt. He also brought new members back to America. On this trip he also visited Trois Epis 
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and found that the Roman authorities had appointed a French Superior there. By this act it would 
seem that Rome had taken over Trois Epis and since Löwenberg was no longer C.PP.S. Fr. 
Brunner had no establishment in Switzerland anymore.  

3.  1855  1858  
In 1855 Fr. Brunner made a third trip to Europe to give an account of his Community in 

U.S. and to gather new members. During this trip he stayed several months at Maria Stein, with a 
half intention of remaining. During these years we find our Fathers tending to St. Marys, 
Wapakoneta, Celina, Rockford, Chickasaw, Philothea, St. Anthony, in Ft. Wayne diocese  Holy 
Trinity and Irish Settlement. Also a new convent in Egypt was opened. St. Sebastian is also 
mentioned and also Frenchtown and Russia.  

In one of the reports to Bishop of Cincinnati in the year 1857 it is mentioned that Fr. John 
Vanden Brock baptized 24 Negroes ranging between six months and sixteen years of age; this 
was done in the Philothea church.  

4. 1858 TO FR. BRUNNER’S DEATH (Dec. 29, 1859)  

During these years five new parishes (as far as C.PP.S. is concerned) are mentioned; 
Lima (which is too poor to build a church, so a collection is taken up in Minster  of over 300 
families  to help the poor Catholics of Lima); Freiburg; Spencerville; Glynwood; St. Patricks.  

Work during these years was not without trouble. Cassella and St. Rose were in dispute 
over the boundary line. St. Henry and especially St. Peter opposed their pastors openly. At a 
slightly earlier date several Fathers, to safeguard their lives, had to leave Minster. Wapakoneta 
had very much financial trouble in building their church. So also St. Marys.  

During these years Fr. Patrick Hennebery became very prominent in C.PP.S. affairs; there 
is a copious correspondence between him and Bishop Purcell of Cincinnati. In one of these 
letters he speaks of three possessed persons and asks to use the exorcism on them. In another 
confidential letter to the Bishop he mentions that the Community ought to establish a house for 
English members, so that it could advance in this country.  

In this same year (1859) Fr. Brunner went to his eternal reward. A person receives the 
impression that after about 1854 Fr. Brunner lost some of his enthusiasm for the affairs of the 
American province. It might have been his health; it might have been that he was discouraged on 
account of the fact that he did not succeed in introducing the vows, etc., at any rate we do not 
find such copious correspondence with the Bishops by Fr. Brunner any longer. Fr. Wittmer writes 
to the Bishop in Fr. Brunner's name. At any rate in the summer of 1858 we find Fr. Brunner in 
company with Fr. Max Homburger setting out on his fourth European trip. Judging from their 
activities in Europe, the purpose of the trip was to reestablish the C.PP.S. Sister Adoration in the 
German speaking countries of Europe. The third attempt was at Schellenberg in Switzerland. 
They seemingly got charge of the parish there and then built a convent. Some of the Sisters from 
America were recalled and by spring 1859 the convent of Schellenberg was opened.  
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They spent two months (summer of 1858) in Rome. Fr. Brunner's health was failing fast 
and he could hardly get back to Switzerland. The last days of Fr. Brunner were spent in the 
convent at Schellenberg in retirement. The only active work he did was to give spiritual 
conferences to the Sisters there. Towards the end he had to be carried into the chapel.  

Whatever we might criticize unfavorably in the life of Fr. Brunner, from an objective 
viewpoint no one who studies his life and reads his letters can doubt that subjectively he was a 
great saint. If we would want to pick out a few high spots in his spiritual life we could take three 
as representative: an absolute and unlimited devotion and confidence in Mary. From this angle he 
would undertake things that the ordinary individual would consider impossible, and our Bl. 
Mother if she did not always crown his efforts with external success, she at least kept him from 
very serious harm and difficulties. 2) An absolute obedience and regard for authority. In spite of 
his vivacious temperament and often seemingly odd ideals he always sought approval (and 
followed the decision) from authority. The widespread idea (even in print) that he wished to 
monasticize the C.PP.S. in America may be true, but it is always to be born in mind that for every 
essential stop in this direction (e.g. the introducing of vows) he first sought approval of his 
Moderator in Rome. 3) A devotion to the poor souls, "Observate Regulam" (obedience); "Colite 
B.M.V. Matrem Dei“; "Orate pro Fidelibus Defunctis".  

He died a very edifying death in the convent of Schellenberg, Liechtenstein December 29 
1859, about 9 a.m. and is buried in the parish church of Schellenberg.  

In 1859 a noteworthy incident in the history of the Community occurred: Father Dwenger 
(in a very diplomatic way) bought property at Carthagena for the Seminary, C.PP.S. 

Chapter Three  V. REV. ANDREW KUNKLER,  

PROVINCIAL C.PP.S.  (1860  1874) 

1. PRIVATE LIFE  
Fr. Kunkler was born in Baden, Germany in 1824. At the age of 21 he came to America 

as a layman. In 1848 he was ordained after some years of study in our Seminaries at Frank and 
New Riegel. The first years of his priesthood were spent successively in Glandorf, in St. Rose 
and in St. John. In the two latter places he built the first brick churches. In 1850 he was 
appointed (by Fr. Brunner) pastor of the largest parish the Community had charge of at the time: 
Minster. He kept this charge for 35 years.  

Around 1850 the cholera was rampant in the Mercer County section. It was during this 
period that Fr. Kunkler took charge of the future Bishop Dwenger, and also had the orphanage 
established in Minster for the bereaved children. While in Minster he also enlarged the church by 
adding the two towers, and the rectory and convent were built. In 1858 Fr. Wittmer, Father 
Brunner's representative in the U.S. sent Fr. Kunkler as delegate to the second Provincial Council 
of Cincinnati.  
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2. PROVINCIAL, C.PP.S.  
In 1859 Fr. Brunner died at Schellenberg. Fr. Wittmer was Superior in America. Shortly, 

before his death Fr. Brunner sent Fr. Max Homburger to America to supervise things. However, 
hardly two months after the death of Fr. Brunner we find Fr. Kunkler officially corresponding 
with the Bishop of Cincinnati. Six months after Fr. Brunner's death we find that Fr. Kunkler had 
received orders from the Moderator Fr. Merlini to take the profession of faith (as Provincial) and 
also that Fr. Kunkler should see to it that a Seminary be established in America separate from the 
Sisters. What the elections in Gruenenwald in 1861 were is hard to tell. 1861 is often put down 
as the date when Fr. Kunkler was elected Provincial.  

When Fr. Brunner died the Community had establishments in three U.S. Dioceses: 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Ft. Wayne. During Fr. Kunkler's term of office we find further 
establishments (parishes) taken charge of by our Fathers: in the Cleveland Diocese; e.g. Upper 
Sandusky and Alvada. In the Ft. Wayne Diocese: Dunkirk (1860) Holy Trinity (1861) Portland 
(1871), Winamac (1875). In the Cincinnati Diocese: Rhine (1862), Celina and St. Francis (1873), 
Sharpsburg and New Bremen (1872). Present Toledo Diocese (at the time Cleveland): New 
Cleveland (1862), Ottawa (1868). The Convent, "Maria Camp" near Glandorf was closed.  

During Fr. Kunkler's term of office also we find the first traces of our Community giving 
parochial missions in this country. He is said to have introduced the idea of even annual missions 
in our parishes in Ohio and Indiana. We see Fr. Hennebery (Irish man) the onlynonGerman 
C.PP.S. member in this country at the time, giving missions in Xenia, Springfield, Hamilton, 
Kenton, Sydney, and he received invitations from many others.  

Besides the work so far mentioned in the diocese in which Fr. Brunner had already 
started, Fr. Kunkler opened a convent with charge of several parishes in the diocese of Nashville, 
Tennessee in 1871.  

Due to orders received from Rome Fr. Kunkler also opened the Seminary at Carthagena 
which was to be independent of the Sisters.  

There are also signs of Fr. Kunkler's feeling the burden of his office. In 1866 we find him 
excusing himself from attending the second Council of Baltimore, sending Fr. Dwenger as his 
representative. In 1863 there were parish troubles, noteworthy a disturbance between the parish 
at Cassella and the Convent at Gruenweld, which turned out even to be destructive to the 
convent. In 1868 Fr. Kunkler absolutely demands release from his office of the Moderator by 
letter, and soon afterwards we find him attending the chapter in Rome. (Fr. Austerman was 
prosuperior in the meantime). In 1866 the Albrecht scandal took place and in 1869 the California 
financial crash came.  

In spite of all these difficulties it seems that the Moderator Fr. Merlini persuaded Fr. 
Kunkler to keep his office for we find Fr. Kunkler's wish to be relieved accepted only by Fr. 
Rizzoli the successor of Fr. Merlini in the Moderatorship.  
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Chapter Four  VARIA  

1. HOUSES STARTED IN EUROPE DURING FR. MERLINI'S MODERATORSHIP 

a) SPELLO, in Umbria.   
This was the place where St. Gaspar worked the miracle of the multiplication of the wax 

candies for the Mission Procession; where three stars appeared over him during his last sermon; 
where one of the bilocations of St. Gaspar took place. The inhabitants remembering these things 
requested that a Mission House be established there. It was opened in 1854 but was suppressed 
by the government in 1860.  

b) NAPLES  
Negotiations for this establishment were started already during the Founder's life but 

could not be realized on account of political reasons. Our Fathers eventually started to officiate 
in the church of Sts. Crispin and Crispanianus in 1852; the annexed house was used as an 
orphanage and the Fathers had to have their lodging elsewhere. Many disadvantages in 
connection with this took place. In 1860 the place was confiscated.  

c) MARINO  
A certain Ignatius Lesinelli who had been a close acquaintance with St. Gaspar left a 

portion of his large possessions to endow a church and dwelling for our Fathers in his home town 
Marino. This proposition was taken up in 1852. The reconstructing of the longabandoned church 
of St. Lucia was started but the work had not progressed very far when the suppression laws of 
1860 put an end to the activities of our Fathers in Marino.  

d) VEROLI 
Also this establishment was being worked for during the lifetime of the Founder and also 

was to be endowed by a rich benefactor. There was quite a bit of difficulty in the beginning and 
when eventually the Fathers had a fair start it had to be abandoned on account of the civil 
conditions.  

e) PATRICA  

It is said that Valentini in this place made a prophecy that in some way indicated a 
C.PP.S. establishment there. A new church was erected here and dedicated by Merlini in honor of 
St. Francis Xavier. This place escaped the full influence of the suppression laws and is still today 
in charge of our Fathers.  

f) MARIA IN TRIVIO 
Rome: At present is the church in Rome in connection with our Motherhouse. It was 
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given to the Community by Pius IX. It is a very old church, one of the oldest in Rome and 
claimed to be the very oldest in Rome that has as its title the Immaculate Conception. It is 
claimed that Belisarius built the church in expiation for the sins committed whilst in service of 
the Emperor. Leo III had the church repaired. A marble slab in the church probably dating back 
to the time of this restoration (c.816) asks the prayers for the soul of Belisarius. In the 14th 
century it was called S. Maria in Sinodiochio (Xenodochium - pilgrims' hospice) from the fact 
that Vigilius, Pope had erected a Pilgrims' House in connection with the church. Later on it 
became known as Maria in Trivio (tres viae) because it stands at a junction of three streets. 
Under Gregory XIII (c. 1585) it was renovated by the "Crociferi”; one of the pupils of M. Angelo 
did the renovating.  

After the dissolving of the order of the Crociferi (c. 1667) by Alexander VII the church 
was in the hands of various religious until 1854 when Pius IX gave it to the C.PP.S. (It is the 
church of the Immaculate Conception - we received it the same year that the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception was proclaimed.) Fr. Merlini had Marble memorial slab made to 
commemorate this gift of Pius IX. Since the confiscation of the larger part of the house (under 
Rizzoli) this slab was removed and kept in a safe place in hope of better days. At the time of the 
confiscation Fr. Rizzoli (Moderator) was considered pastor of the church by the government 
officials and consequently was allowed two rooms of the spacious convent at Maria in Trivio. He 
has to rent the other rooms that were needed. In the convent garden a Methodist church was 
erected; this was successively turned into a printing office and a Moving Picture Theater. The 
other rooms in the old building are at present government offices.  

g) BAUMGÄRTLE 
A pilgrimage church in Bavaria, in honor of Mary Help of Christians. Still in charge of 

our Fathers in the Austrian Province. The miraculous statue has a private origin in the 17th 
century. A certain noblewoman who died in the odor of sanctity (1706) had an imitation statue 
made of one of the many miraculous statues in Europe. At her death the nobleman to whom she 
willed this statue made up his mind to have this statue venerated publicly. In 1721 he had a 
chapel erected in the diocese of Augsburg. In the beginning a hermit of the vicinity was made 
guardian of the shrine. Very soon Mass was being said there every Saturday. By 1730 the shrine 
became so popular that a new church was begun and dedicated in 1732. Three years later the 
Franciscans were given charge of the place and they immediately began to build a cloister there. 
They met with all sorts of opposition from the local ecclesiastical and civil authorities; the affair 
was even taken to the Holy See; but the opposing reasons were purely selfish and mercenary, so 
the Franciscans went ahead and finished their plans. By 1746 the yearly number of pilgrims was 
from 19 to 20 thousand.  
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In 1807 by civil regulation all the Franciscans were forced to leave but one and he left in 
1816. By 1821 the church was in a state of collapse. It was decided to sell the furnishings at 
auction and to tear down the church that was built in 1732 and leave only the original chapel and 
the sacristy stand. This was done. In 1826 and 1854 unsuccessful attempts were made to build a 
church and convent in the hope of getting the Capuchins or Franciscans to take charge. The 
reputation that our Fathers had in Trois Epis occasioned negotiations for getting our Fathers to 
Baumgärtle with the result that in 1871 two of our Fathers took charge of the place under the 
instructions of the Moderator Merlini (?).  

In the beginning the Fathers had to live with the pastor but by 1872 property was bought 
near the shrine and a mission house erected large enough to accommodate conveniently six 
Fathers. A statue of St. Gaspar was placed in the center of the facade of the building. May 31 the 
corner stone for the new church was laid and in the following year the new church was 
dedicated. The pastor of the place who sponsored the cause of our Fathers in the Pilgrimage 
(Father Stiegler - also a friend of Fr. Brunner) in spite of his advanced age joined the C.PP.S. and 
became consultor of the Community and superior of the Fathers in Germany and Austria. In 1884 
a Lourdes Grotto was erected and solemnly blessed. The Kulturkampf however also worked 
havoc here and all our Fathers save one were exiled. Even he left in 1896 and the shrine was 
attended from the Parish on Thursdays (pilgrimage day). Off and on until 1903 the place was 
more or less without a priest. In 1908 Fr. Scholtyssek C.PP.S. was given charge and is still there 
today. It is now a popular place especially on the Feast of St. Ann, first Wednesday in Lent. 
Beautifully situated as far as natural scenery is concerned.  

2. NOTES ON SOME OF THE NEW ESTABLISHMENTS IN U.S. PROVINCE  

DURING FR. MERLINI'S MODERATORSHIP:  

a) MARIA STEIG (near Thompson)   
As was mentioned during the first trip of Fr. Brunner back to Europe he ran across a 

statue of the Sorrowful Mother that struck his fancy. He begged it from the private family in 
whose possession it was and when he found out that it was a miraculous statue he determined to 
have a shrine built for it in America. This was in 1850 and it seems that part of the dowry given 
by one of the C.PP.S. Sisters was stipulated by the giver for such a purpose. It also seems that Fr. 
Brunner almost immediately wrote to Fr. John Wittmer who at the time was Superior in the U. S. 
Province, to build a brick chapel near Thompson. This was done in the woods about one mile 
distant from the Thompson Convent. There was also another building erected there presumably 
as orphanage; this was seemingly never completed and surely never used. The part that had been 
erected was soon torn down again. In 1870 a more substantial building was put up. About 1913 
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the whole chapel save the walls burnt down on the night before the 15th of August, the annual 
pilgrimage day; even the miraculous statue.  

The chapel was rebuilt using the old walls, by Father Joseph Heitz. In this rebuilding it 
seems that Fr. Joseph found much opposition. The Sisters of Thompson had some time previous 
to the fire cut a small piece off of the miraculous statue as a sort of a relic. This piece was placed 
in the present statue which is an exact reproduction of the original one. The walls of the former 
sanctuary were covered with crutches and trusses, etc. as a remembrance of miracles to have 
been wrought there; there are also some miracles reported with the ashes of the old chapel and 
also a few that were wrought since the fire. Today the pilgrimage is very popular in N. Ohio. The 
15th of August and the Third Sunday of September bring thousands of devout souls to the place. 
The Archconfraternity of the Sorrowful Mother is canonically established in the chapel which 
carries with it a plenary indulgence toties quoties for every visit on the feast of the Seven Dolors. 
The name Maria Steig is taken from the name of the place where Fr. Brunner found the Statue 
"Steig". Steig might mean steps or stairs. In the old chapel there was a stairway leading back of 
the high altar up to the miraculous statue; the pilgrims would climb up those steps to touch the 
statue with rosaries and medals, etc.  

b) ST. CHARLES SEMINARY - CONVENT OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 The opening of the Seminary in 1860 was the first step to come up to the demands of Fr. 

Merlini to Fr. Kunkler to separate the Sisters from the Community. One of the first letters of Fr. 
Merlini to Fr. Kunkler was insisting that a separate house be started and that therein should be 
the Seminary. The property which was bought was a Negro institute: "Emlen Institute". It was 
rumored that the property was for sale to anyone but a Catholic. The later Bishop Dwenger at 
that time not yet ordained a year was sent to buy the place. He dressed as a layman and before 
the sellers knew that he was a priest he was rector of the New Seminary. By the original sale 
about 180 acres of land was bought. One brick building on the place. The Seminarians were 
brought to Carthagena in the spring of 1860.  

c) TENNESSEE: C.PP.S. ESTABLISHMENT 1872 - 1898  
Towards the end of 1871 two of our Fathers were sent by Fr. Kunkler to inspect an offer 

made to our Community by Bishop Feehan  of Nashville. The report was favorable so 5

accordingly in February two Fathers and several Brothers were sent to Lawrenceburg. The 
nearest railroad was twenty miles distant but a large delegation met the Fathers at the station and 
the trip to Lawrenceburg, although rather rough was a veritable triumphal march. Almost 

 Rev. Patrick F. Feehan was named the first Archbishop of Chicago in 1880. [Fr. Ballor]5
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immediately plans had to be made for a new church. By May 18 although not entirely completed 
the new church, St. Joseph, was dedicated by the Bishop. His entry to the settlement was also 
very dramatic. On this occasion he also confirmed, gave first communion and blessed the new 
cemetery. By 1873 the parish had a parochial school and C.PP.S. Sisters teaching in it. Land was 
also bought (in all 280 acres) and Sisters Convent erected with the Perpetual Adoration. In 1873 
two further churches were built in the vicinity (c.10 miles) of Lawrenceburg; Holy Trinity and 
St. Mary, for the accommodation of the people. St. Mary's was soon closed. In 1891 a new 
Church was dedicated after much trouble and scandal in the building. Fr. Godfrey Schlachter by 
a Mission seems to have reconciled the people sufficiently to have the interdict removed.  

In 1874 a new convent St. Mary's at New Einsideln was started under most discouraging 
conditions. Ten miles from Lawrenceburg 700 acres of land were bought (all woodland) with no 
building on it. Two priests, five brothers and several Sisters went there; they had to board and 
beg from lay people. In 1893 the convent had to be sold, and the laity had to go to Lawrenceburg 
for services. 

In 1872 the Assumption Parish in the city of Nashville was placed in charge of our 
Fathers. The C.PP.S. Sisters taught in the school that our Fathers erected there. From Nashville 
seven Missions had to be attended to, one as far as 80 miles away; all of them, however, save one 
was on a railroad, but none of them had a residence for the priest so it was necessary to return to 
Nashville every week.   Whilst in charge of Assumption parish our Fathers also had charge of the 
Dominican  Sisters Motherhouse; quite a number of the Sisters were converts due to the zeal of  
our Fathers. Also a convert class in the parish was carried on continually and its  average number 
was 24.  

In 1871 Loretto about 15 miles South of Lawrenceburg was given to our Fathers. They 
opened a convent there in honor of the Sacred Heart. C.PP.S. Sisters came and taught in the 
schools as also in the school of St. Joseph, another parish that was soon given to our Fathers 
which is a few miles south of Loretto.  

1898 brought a sudden end to our activities in Tennessee. The Sisters remained a few 
years longer.  

d) CALIFORNIA PROVINCE 
Between 1864 and 1869 Fr. Hennebery was giving missions in California. The Bishop 

and the Clergy requested Father Patrick to stay and establish our Community on the western 
coast. With this in mind he took the first through train from Sacramento to Chicago in 1869. The 
authorities of the American Province at least tolerated the venture because by June 21, 1869 three 
priests (Hennebery, Dickman, Guggenberger) left Minster for California. The same year Fr. 
Hennebery was appointed by Merlini Provincial of the California Province.  
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The first settlement was made at a small place called Eureka. At the end of the first year 
there were seven Seminarians and two lay brothers. Days at Eureka are described as happy days. 
The Rule was kept conscientiously; e.g. the Seminarians daily recited the Off. Parvum, had daily 
meditation, monthly day of recollection, etc.  

But so far the house had no steady income. It was decided to start a college that would 
support the establishment at Eureka besides itself. Fr. Hennebery started to build St. Joseph's 
College at Rohnerville, a place about 24 miles from Eureka. All the material had to be brought 
from San Francisco by steamer, about 230 miles. The debt accumulated. By 1871 the college was 
opened. By this time three secular priests had joined the community; the Seminarians also had to 
teach in the College. The first year the College did well; the second year there were 100 students.  

For a few years things went up and down. One of the secular priests died; another was 
recalled by his Bishop. Fr. Guggenberger (the ablest) joined the Jesuits; the Seminarians became 
discouraged (they did not know when they would be ordained on account of teaching) four left; 
two became Jesuits (one an Indian Missionary) one became a Dominican. Help was asked from 
Carthagena. One priest, one Brother, and one student were sent. With the additional help things 
went a little better.  

In 1876 Fr. Schlachter was ordained. That summer he was sent to Carthagena to get help 
for Rohnerville. In the meantime Fr. Hennebery was giving Missions in Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa. The proceeds he was sending to Carthagena to pay the money that the Carthagena 
Province had forwarded to the western province.  

When Fr. Schlachter came to Ohio, Fr. Austerman the Provincial, called a board meeting 
and it was decided that Fr. Schlachter stay in Carthagena, and that Fr. Uphaus at Rohnerville 
should close the College. The property of Rohnerville in now in the hands of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph.  

e) SCHELLENBERG 
 The last convent that Fr. Brunner opened. It is in Lichtenstein. Before Fr. Brunner started 

the convent, the church was a parish church. In 1858 he recalled some Sisters from America and 
in the fall of the same year the perpetual adoration was started in Schellenberg. It is a very 
beautiful place for natural scenery. A convent was built there and for a long time this convent 
was a sort of feeder for priests, brothers, and sisters in America. In fact this was the case until the 
World War. The Sisters in Schellenberg seem to be completely departed from the C.PP.S. in 
America. The Church of Schellenberg now belongs to the Austrian Province of the Community. 
Fr. Brunner is buried in the Church and several other members are buried in the cemetery.  

3. NOTES ON SOME PROMINENT C.PP.S. MEN  
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DURING FR. MERLINI'S MODERATORSHIP 

a) SILLANI, Bishop of Terracina.    
Bishop Guglielmo Sillani was a personal friend of St. Gaspar, but could not join the 

Community until about 1850 when he was permitted to lay down his bishopric. For a while he 
was a prominent teacher in the University of Perugia. His great virtue seems to have been 
charity; he had a very small income but always something for the poor. His acquaintances were 
convinced that he must have received the money miraculously. His charity also extended to 
enemies whom he consistently called the tools in the hand of God. He was very zealous even to 
the age of 90 he would go on sick calls, would have instructions and sermons and gladly have 
even pontifical services at a late hour. On Saturdays it was his custom to fast on bread and water. 
Besides his active life he was also an author. He wrote a life of Blessed Benedict Labre, a text 
book on Liturgy and when he died (1875) he was working on a life of St. Gaspar.  

b) HOMBURGER: (1817-1875) 

He probably was the Homburger who brought the first C.PP.S. Sisters to the American 
Province in the summer of 1844. He made his studies in Peru. He was ordained at New Riegel, 
1848. We find him active in the northern section of Ohio. During the epidemic at Minster be 
showed heroic virtue. In Glandorf he made a name for himself by establishing Confraternities 
(e.g. Propagation of the Faith, and Precious Blood) in the parish. Fr. Homburger's great work, 
however, was the establishment of the convent in Schellenberg. Fr. Brunner's health was very 
poor at this time - so all the work devolved upon Fr. Homburger. He also did manual work in the 
building the convent for the Sisters and the Priests' house. After his work at building the convent 
was completed, he was almost over-active in the vicinity giving Missions, Retreats, etc. He was 
very well known and respected as a very holy man. He was the confessor of a certain Victoria 
Hecht whom God had favored with the stigmata. The burial place of Fr. Homburger is not 
certainly known in this country, probably is at Schellenberg.  

c) BISHOP DWENGER 
Born of German parents near Maria Stein, Ohio, in 1837. His father died when Joseph 

was only three years of age. His mother then decided to move to Cincinnati in the hope of there 
being more able to earn her livelihood. Joseph attended Holy Trinity Parochial School. In 1857 
the Dwenger family moved back to Mercer Co. and by 1849 Mrs. Dwenger became a victim of 
the cholera which was raging in that section during those years. Fr. Andrew Kunkler gave Mrs. 
Dwenger the last Sacraments and to quiet her, promised to take care of Joseph. Joseph was also 
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sick at that time, but recovered. Three days after the death of his mother Joseph was taken by Fr. 
Kunkler to one of our houses.  

In 1854 after a hard inward struggle (he had promised his mother to become a priest) he 
made the promise of fidelity to the Community. This was in Thompson. On account of the 
pioneer conditions in our Seminaries and on account of Dwenger's extraordinary abilities, it was 
decided that he make his seminary studies in St. Mary's Seminary at Cincinnati.  Here he made 
many friends, among them the Bishop (Purcell) himself. He was ordained in 1859.  

1859 - 1864 Rector of the Seminary. First year at Himmelgarten; the remaining four years 
at Carthagena. He was also instrumental in buying the property at Carthagena. One of his 
endeavors was to raise the standard of studies in our Seminary and to a great extent he 
succeeded.  

1864 - 1868 Pastor of Wapakoneta and St. Marys, with Celina and Glenwood as Missions 
The present church in St. Marys was built by Fr. Dwenger. He had it all paid for in four years. 
For it he personally collected both in and out of the parish from Catholics and non-Catholics. In 
1866 he was theologian for B. Purcell in the II Plenary Council of Baltimore.  

1868 - 1872 Missionary in Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky principally. As soon as he was 
ordained until he was consecrated he was always chairman at the Carthagena Conferences. 
During these years he also held offices in the Community as Consultor and as Secretary.  

1872.  Father Dwenger was consecrated Bishop of Ft. Wayne by his friend Bishop 
Purcell. At this time he was 35 years of age. One of his great works for Ft. Wayne was the 
parochial school. His plan for instituting and keeping a standard in the Parochial School was 
adopted as the ideal both by the Provincial Synod of Cincinnati and by the II Council of 
Baltimore (national). As bishop he also showed himself most interested in orphans. The two 
institutions that the diocese of Ft. Wayne has today for Orphans were started by Bishop Dwenger.  

Dwenger’s trips to Rome:  
1874 headed the first American Pilgrimage to Rome. On this occasion he donated an 

American Flag to the Lourdes Grotto which was still there in 1915. This time he was also 
designated by Fr. Rizzoli the C.PP.S. Moderator to make a C.PP.S. Visitation in America.  
 1883 second visit to Rome.  

1885 third visit to Rome as official representative of the American Bishops to have the 
decrees of the III American (Baltimore) Council (1884) ratified. it was due to his talent, oratory 
and knowledge of American conditions that the decrees were recognized in Rome.  

1888 fourth visit to Rome  
1891 fifth visit to Rome. During this visit it was through his intervention that, the 
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American College in Rome was not confiscated. He even dared to hoist the American Flag on the 
College July 4th. He had at this time a long private audience with Leo XIII. It seems his plans, 
whatever they were, failed, and he returned home a broken man. He was also one of the 
candidates for the first American Apostolic Delegate.  

His last official trip in his diocese was to confirm at our Indian School in 1891. He was 
confined to his room for the next two years which were the last of his life. At his funeral there 
were present two Archbishops, seven Bishops, 200 priests besides those of his own diocese.  

Physically Bishop Dwenger was of a splendid type.  He had a very strong voice.  As, is 
usual with men of strong character he seldom took pains to conceal his impatience. Still his 
harshness was only a covering of a very sympathetic nature. He would often publicly admit his 
mistakes. He was a very prompt and conscientious man. As Rector of the Seminary he was the 
terror of all idlers and really loved.  

With all this he was popular and his work in the diocese of Ft. Wayne might be judged 
from the following figures: He was Bishop about 20 years. When he became Bishop there were 
75 churches, 69 priests, 40 schools in the diocese. When he died; 133 churches; 141 priests; 70 
schools.  

d) FATHER JOSEPH ALBRECHT 
This Father Joseph became just as notorious, but because of altogether different reasons 

than did Fr. Joseph Dwenger. Joseph Albrecht was born Jan. 6, 1800 in Baden. He became a man 
of prominence in his home town to the extent of becoming Mayor. He was a very determined and 
ambitious man. His wife was the very contrary. Towards the end of the thirties he became 
acquainted with Fr. Brunner. Carried away by the sermons of Fr. Brunner the Albrecht family: 
father, daughter (Rose), and mother (Anna) determined to follow Fr. Brunner and renounce the 
world. Rose and Anna went to Löwenberg, became Sisters, C.PP.S. Both Anna and Rose were 
among the first Sisters to come to America (Peru - New Riegel). Rose died and was buried in 
New Riegel. Anna was Superior of the Sisters for a long time, and is buried in Thompson.  

In 1848 Joseph came to America. From correspondence it is clear that he already looked 
upon Fr. Brunner as his spiritual guide. (1839) Fr. Brunner on his part made Joseph his financier. 
Soon after 1839 Joseph gave up his position as Mayor and began to study probably with different 
priests in Baden. When coming to America (already 48 years old) he entered our Seminary in 
Thompson. In spite of his meager theological training he was ordained by Bishop Rappe of 
Cleveland, June 1849. The first years of his priesthood he was assistant at Thompson, going out 
occasionally to missions near by. Later he was pastor at Valley City and at this early date had a 
parochial school there.  
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In 1856 he was made superior at the Himmelgarten Convent in Mercer Co. and with his 
private means built up the convent which shortly before had been destroyed by fire. Here his 
notorious life begins. He was an absolute follower of Fr. Brunner who wanted to make the 
Community more or less contemplative. We have seen how Fr. Brunner was kept from this by 
the Roman authorities and that as a whole the idea was not popular with the Community in this 
country. As was natural under these conditions, Fr. Joseph found opposition by some at least who 
wished on principle to follow St. Gaspar's Rule. On matters of this nature, however, Fr. Joseph 
would brook no contradiction. At the time when this trouble in Himmelgarten started Fr. Brunner 
was in Europe and Fr. Wittmer was pro-superior. For the opposition that Fr. Wittmer showed to 
Fr. Albrecht, Fr.  
Wittmer received a reprimand from Fr. Brunner to the effect that Fr. Albrecht should be left to 
run the Himmelgarten convent according to his own good judgement.  

As far as his parishioners were concerned (several parishes were attended from the 
Himmelgarten convent) he was respected and looked upon as a Saint by many. He was an 
imposing figure and physically well built. Very kind and hospitable to all. In his religious views 
he was an eccentric. He would visit his parishes always on foot. He severely avoided meeting a 
Bishop. According to some of his enemies he tried to appear a saint. There seems to be reliable 
testimony that he often healed the sick by his blessing them. On one occasion he averted a 
grasshopper plague from the Himmelgarten convent - but it is said that he bragged about these 
facts.  

The year 1866 brought the big break. Women appeared in church in hoop-skirts. This was 
considered improper by Fr. Albrecht. In the morning he warned them not to appear thus in 
Church. They, however, clad in the same manner, appeared in church for Vespers the same day. 
This he could not stand. He went to the pulpit, read some verses from the Bible against style in 
dress, took a hickory stick and literally drove the yelling girls from the church. Naturally, this 
was reported to the Archbishop (Purcell). What the Archbishop demanded from Fr. Albrecht is 
not known. Fr. Albrecht did not immediately submit and was suspended. (There is a letter extant 
from a somewhat later date where he states that he is willing to do anything that the Bishop 
might demand, but as a matter of fact he never did submit). 

Some explanations for this attitude of the otherwise ascetical Fr. Albrecht;  
1] His disposition  once he thought he was right, everybody else was wrong.  
2] German priest versus Irish Bishop.  
3] Canon Law not observed so rigorously in those days. (Perhaps Fr. Albrecht did not 

know it, perhaps the Bishop as a matter of fact demanded more than he had a strict right to).  

4] Fr. Brunner (Fr. Albrecht's only confidant) was dead.  
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5] Fr. Albrecht brought a just dislike for Bishops with him from Germany.  
The suspension of Fr. Albrecht brought a schism in the convent and in the parish. 

Seemingly Fr. Albrecht did not possess enough humility to admit his mistake, perhaps not 
enough knowledge to know that the suspension was valid even had the Bishop acted illicitly. 
Some of the convent brothers, sisters, and students, also quite a few of the parishioners thought 
that "Holy Father Joseph could not be wrong". With his following Fr. Albrecht started a new 
C.PP.S. (of course, only as far as externals are concerned) according to the idea of Fr. Brunner. 
To do this in Ohio naturally was impossible.  

The whole following of Fr. Albrecht (religious and lay) moved to West Minnesota. In the 
meantime the Brothers, Sisters, and Students lived in a separate house on the Himmelgarten 
farm. The new Community found some very rich soil in Minn. and were known as very thrifty 
farmers. Rush Lake is the name of the place. On their way to Minnesota, they met the 81 year old 
Indian Missionary Fr. Pietz. After they had gone further Fr. Pietz was moved to pity by the well 
meaning community. (They had settled without the Bishop's permission and Fr. Albrecht was still 
suspended by Bishop Purcell). Fr. Pietz went to Bishop Grace of St. Paul and interceded for the 
colony. Fr. Pietz was made plenipotentiary of Bishop Grace for the colony, went to Fr. Albrecht, 
and received the promise that Fr. Albrecht upon first opportunity, would go to Bishop Grace and 
subject himself. Fr. Pietz gave him the faculties upon this promise ad interim.  

In 1870 Fr. Albrecht (70 years old) walked to St. Paul to see the Bishop  200 miles. 
Bishop Grace was not at home. Bishop Grace also happened to be Irish. Fr. Albrecht thought that 
the Bishop's absence was intentional. He went back home confirmed in his stubbornness, kept on 
saying Mass and everything except it seems he did not hear confessions. In the meantime he built 
a new church and saw to it that his convent kept 700 acres of land. The community as far as 
externals was concerned was in a very flourishing condition, which fact brought Bishop Grace to 
the place to try to straighten out the affair. What took place between the Bishop and Fr. Albrecht 
is not known, but no reconciliation took place and Fr. Albrecht became more confirmed in his 
error than ever.  

In 1871 Bishop Grace sent the famous German Jesuit Missionary Wenninger to Rush 
Lake to give a Mission. Fr. Wenninger accomplished nothing with Fr. Albrecht. The Mission was 
opened in a temporary church with 15 families attending. At the end of the mission there were 
only 15 families with Fr. Albrecht. It must have been quite a settlement by that time because 
immediately after the mission the converted section put up a very spacious church. Already on 
the first day of the mission some of Fr. Albrecht's former ardent clients began to leave him. Fr. 
Albrecht felt that his throne was tottering and went one step further and started to hear 
confessions. This brought the severest possible ecclesiastical penalty  Vitandus. The wording of 
the Excommunication must have been very dramatic and it was read during the mission: "cursed 
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be the whole territory and every man and beast that liveth therein."  

Father Albrecht was suspended and "execommunicatus vitandus" - it seems he simply 
hardened instead of converting. An attempt was made in 1875 again to convert him by personal 
influence, but to no avail. It is rumored that a half year before his death he received the 
Sacraments in the Mission. Also a letter is said to be extent to Bishop Dwenger which bespeaks 
good will in his last days. 

He died March 4, 1884 without the assistance of a priest. He was buried in the interdicted 
convent chapel. His body did not decay, and this fact made his followers more confirmed in 
honoring him as a saint. This fact (which has a natural explanation) they took as a sign of 
approval from above against the Bishop. In his will all his property which was considerable was 
given to the community that kept on living as he had started it. Three trustees to be elected by the 
Community were to handle the property. Unfortunately the first trustees also opposed the Bishop. 
By this time most of the people were attending the new and united Parish that had been started 
during Fr. Wenninger's Mission. The trustees, seeing that their case was failing in Minnesota, 
sold out and moved to Jordan, Oregon. Besides quite a few Brothers and Sisters there were only 
four families that went along. They took the body of Fr. Albrecht along, (smuggled it past the 
railroad officials at night). In their new settlement they put the body in a chapel which of course 
immediately exsecrated it. A year later four more families came who brought the chapel bell 
along and also the original slab from Fr. Albrecht's grave. A lamp was kept burning continually at 
the grave of Fr. Albrecht. It is known that the body was embalmed, that the fleshy parts as the 
tongue, etc.. did decay, so there is nothing miraculous about the preservation. The body was lost 
when the chapel in which it was kept burned down. Folklore around here has it that lightning 
struck the very body. 

Followers of Fr. Albrecht in 1888 "From their fruits you shall know them". According to 
the will of Fr. Albrecht the three trustees referred to above were to have full control of the 
Community. These trustees were farmers from those who left Ohio. They came to Jordan, 
Oregon (as mentioned above) and put themselves down as good Catholics. They even procured a 
pastor and chaplain. Soon the priest noticed that three married men were superiors in the 
convent. (Preaching, having meditation, parceling out the work to be done, etc.). The Bishop 
investigated and put the whole crowd under the interdict. Upon this some Sisters and some lay 
people again deserted the community, but with nothing. The trustees had full control of the 
property. The one thing that these trustees inherited from Fr. Albrecht was opposition to the 
Bishop. They even sent a request to Rome to be absolved from the authority of the Bishop. 

In this convent of Sisters (about 30) we have a reality of what non-Catholics say all our 
convents are. A certain Bender, the most devilish of all the trustees was the active superior. 
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Under his direction the nuns had to work the farm like slaves. He gave them their meditations 
and conferences. Already in Minnesota he refused to call a priest for a dying Sister. In Oregon, 
especially, an old Sister was heard for days before her death calling for a priest, but Bender 
would not grant the request. About 1886 another split occurred in the community. The 
"Rebellious members" were not given bed or meals for about a month when the climax came. 
The church was sacked, both parties tried to get as much as they could. The money, however, 
was safe. Some of the brothers when they had joined had brought as much as $1,000 along, but 
when they left not a cent was given them. 

Towards the end there were about 19 sisters and about three brothers living in the 
convent. They were simple and ignorant martyrs, for Fr. Albrecht. In 1919 there were still some 
six sisters living, who however, had joined other communities. The laymen also at last asked to 
have a priest at least once a year, which was granted after they had signed a paper of obedience 
to ecclesiastical authority. Now the trouble is about dead. 
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PART FOUR - FOURTH MODERATOR GENERAL  

Chapter One - LIFE OF HENRY RIZZOLI  

(1873 - 1884)  

He was born 1815 of a noble family in Tyrol, Austria (the only non-Italian Moderator so 
far). He was both talented and virtuous. Several Academies made him an honorary. member, 
several cathedrals made him an honorary canon. He obtained his doctorate of Theology “summa 
cum laude". At the Vatican Council he was theologian for one of the Bishops. Pius IX made him 
a consultor on the Congregation of the Index. Leo XIII made him consultor on the Congregation 
of Rites. The same Pope also nominated him Bishop of Trent, but the Austrian Government 
considered him a "persona non grata".  

After his ordination he was made vice-rector in one of the colleges of the diocese.  
Soon he was promoted to St. Mary's Church, Trent (where the council was held). Eventually he 
was made Pastor of another church. Soon he was made dean of his diocese (Trent). In this 
capacity he spared neither pains nor money to establish a mission society but civil upheavals 
brought his plans to naught. He worked so vehemently against the prevalent stream of infidelity 
that his life was sought by his opponents. He fled to Rome. In 1860 he joined the C.PP.S.  

At the time of Merlini's death the election question in our Community was still unsettled. 
Besides some new religious confiscation laws were pending. The Community again sought a 
dispensation from the Holy See; it was granted. Whilst they were in Chapter the rumor of the 
pending confiscation laws came. With the suspicion that perhaps if a foreigner were head of the 
community some of the property might be safeguarded, at the same time the chapter was afraid 
that the results of the votes would not be in that direction so the matter was referred to the Pope 
(Pius IX). The Holy See appointed Rizzoli (ad nutum Sanctae Sodis).  

In spite of the many difficulties on the political side, the Community prospered under 
Rizzoli, Five or more houses were started. (new houses). One of the last acts of Rizzoli was to 
decide to give our students their education in Roman institutions instead of as heretofore in our 
private houses.  

Father Rizzoli showed an extraordinary amount of interest in the American Province. He 
was an ardent admirer of Fr. Brunner and the extant correspondence almost forces the conclusion 
that had it not been for the constant insistence of Fr. Rizzoli, Fr. Brunner's life would never have 
appeared in print. He himself wrote a life of Fr. Brunner and sent it to America to have it 
translated into German and corrected, etc. Besides, specifically regarding Fr. Brunner, he always 
reminds the American Provincial he should keep up a history of the Province that it might be an 
inspiration to the following generations. In 1883 Fr. Drees (Provincial) visited Rome with Bishop 
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Dwenger. On this occasion a sort of Chapter was held and with regard to the American Province 
Fr. Rizzoli stressed the need of study, especially of languages. The taking up of Mission work 
according to the example of Fr. Hennebery; private vows to be recommended; separation from 
Sisters. With regard to the Sisters he was still trying to get them united to the Merlini Precious 
Blood Sisters in Rome. It is also due to Rizzoli that the American Province possesses two unique 
privileges: 1) Daily Benediction; 2) Right of voting by, all priests in the election-,of a Provincial 
in the American Province; he also insisted on two consultors on the American Board besides the 
Secretary and Procurator.  

Fr. Rizzoli was also prolific writer, not only as to quantity but also on a variety of 
subjects, notably History, Apologetics, and Ascetical (a very extended work of the Precious 
Blood). He also wrote the latest edition of our "Method of Missions".  

Chapter Two - AMERICAN PROVINCE UNDER RIZZOLI  

Until 1874 Fr. Kunkler was Provincial. One of the last difficult situations that arose was 
the necessity of the American Province should ring the debt of the California Province, which 
had gone bankrupt. The Holy See demanded that to avoid scandal this should be done. As might 
be expected this news was not received with an over much welcome in this country.  

In 1874 at last Fr. Kunkler was relieved of his position by the Moderator. On this 
occasion Fr. Rizzoli sent over the method of procedure in electing a new Provincial. Fr. Kunkler 
for years already had been trying to put the burden on some one else's shoulders and Fr., Rizzoli 
recognizes this fact in the regulations by allowing no one but Fr. Kunkler to refuse to accept the 
office. The election was an interesting one: Bishop Dwenger chairman. The whole day was spent 
in voting with no result. Father Austermann and Father Drees always having a tie. The meeting 
was adjourned toward evening and met a few weeks later with the result that Fr. Austermann 
became Provincial.  
 Fr. Kunkler remained a much beloved man in the Community. During the elections of 

1880 he again had to positively decline the office of Provincial. The last four years of his 
life were spent in giving Missions in Kansas. He died as he had prayed he would - 
working. He collapsed during a mission and died a few days later, 1889.  
Fr. Kunkler was a most prudent, zealous, and kind provincial. He also seemed to have 

made it a specialty to foster vocations; e.g., Fr. Henry Drees, and Fr. Boniface Russ, and Bishop 
Dwenger. All owe more or less their vocation to Fr. Andrew Kunkler. He is buried in Minster 
where he had been pastor for some 35 years.  
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Chapter Three - FATHER BERNARD AUSTERMANN - PROVINCIAL 1874-1880  

He was born 1824 in Westphalia. He entered the Community in Maria Stein in 1851. 
ordained in 1856. When made Provincial in 1874 he was and had been (for 13 years) pastor of 
Maria Stein.  

The thing that probably is of most importance in Fr. Austermann's term as Provincial is 
the defraying of the California debt   This was not an easy proposition. The sum was very high; 
the idea did not appeal. Still in 1880 when Fr. Austermann laid down his office the debt was well 
under control. The paying of this debt naturally meant saving on all sides, even stinting, but in 
spite of this during this term of six years we find only one exit from the Community.  

Around the year 1877 Fr. Austermann had considerable trouble with Archbishop Purcell 
on account of a certain Fr. Gardner (of German decent and at the time seemingly Vicar General 
of Milwaukee) regarding Relic that Fr. Gardner wishes to have placed in a chapel at the Maria 
Stein Convent then still in charge of the united Community. Fr. Gardner had gathered quite a 
large number of these relics during one of his trips in Europe. He tried to put them in some of the 
larger Churches in the East but was advised to keep them together and have a sort of shrine 
erected and make the place a sort of pilgrimage place. It seems that at first he did get the consent 
of Bishop Purcell for Maria Stein. Whether the Bishop forgot about this permission or changed 
his mind is not clear. At any rate there are some very acrimonious letters regarding this affair. 
The Bishop is on the point of suspending Fr. Gardner for insubordination and Father Austermann 
becomes implicated for seemingly allowing Fr. Gardner to continue in this work. As a matter of 
fact a chapel was built for them and they are still there. There is a dispute (about dead by this 
time) as to whom these relics belong - to the Priests or Sisters. Fr. Gardner seems to have been 
on the point of joining the Community at one time. Probably his early death (1877) prevented 
this.  

In 1878 the Bishop of Leavenworth, Kansas approached our Provincial, Fr. Austermann 
for priests in the diocese. The request was granted. Two priests, Augustine Reichert, and Fred 
Schalk were sent and assigned to take care of the N.W. part of the state  14 counties. There were 
no churches in the district. Soon they were built and even parochial schools were there when our 
Fathers left. The difficulties in this field of labor almost baffle description. Climate  in summer 
hurricanes (people habitually lived in dugouts since these would not be blown away) and 
excessive heat, and sand storms. In winter snowstorms and blizzards. The people would stretch a 
wire from the house to the barn in winter as a guiding line through the wind and snow. Crops 
were either most excellent or nothing at all. No railroads, no roads, often dangerously swollen 
streams. Corn bread, and pork the ordinary fare. These difficulties had to be encountered not 
only for the ordinary trips but also for sick calls, sometimes 50 to 100 miles. In 1887 our Fathers 
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left the territory because the Bishop would not recognize our labors by giving us some parishes 
canonically.  

Fr. Austermann was not reelected to the Provincialship and seemingly was not a very 
popular man. The fact that he had to be very saving to get control over the California debt is an 
explanation of this. After his provincialship he worked seven years in Tennessee. The last year of 
his life he was chaplain in Himmelgarten and then in Gruenewald where he died. He is buried in 
the Seminary Cemetery.  

Chapter Four - FATHER HENRY DREES, PROVINCIAL 1880 - 1898 

Fr. Henry was born in Germany 1830. Soon after his arrival in America he entered the 
Community at Maria Stein. After three years of study he was ordained. But he was a man of 
study throughout his life when on travels or in leisure moments he would ever be occupied in 
educational reading so that he even got the name of an educated and well-read man. His first 
appointments were pastoral charges in N. Ohio. In 1866 -1880 he was rector of the Seminary in 
Carthagena at the same time acting as pastor of several of the near-by parishes. 

In 1880 he was elected Provincial and held the office for 18 years. He was a very close 
friend of the Moderator Rizzoli. It was under Fr. Drees that the Provincial Board was made to 
consist of four instead of three. Under Rizzoli he opened Burkettsville and Sedalia Mission 
House. Also further settlements in Indiana, Convent at Indian Creek. 
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PART FIVE  FIFTH MODERATOR GENERAL (1884  1890)  

Chapter One  Cajetan (Gaetano) Caporali  

Caporali was born in Castlelfrenato in the Kingdom of Naples 1824. He made his 
seminary studies in the diocesan seminary of Lucano. In 1847 he was ordained. Soon after his 
ordination he became acquainted with the Community and with the piety and zeal of Valentini 
and Merlini. In 1855 he received the C.PP.S.Crucifix.  

He was very active and successful in giving retreats and Missions throughout Italy. After 
about 20 years of hard missionary life his health broke down and with this his administrative 
work in the Community starts. In 1869 he was elected consultor and in 1876 Definitor of the 
Community. He became procurator in 1882.  

At the death of Rizzoli in 1884 conditions were such in our Community in Italy that the 
members thought it advisable not to have a General Chapter. A dispensation from such was 
sought from the Holy See and granted, however, under the condition that the 1. Holy See would 
appoint the Moderator. This resulted in Caporali's appointment. His board remained the same as 
that Rizzoli had.  

As Moderator Caporali was a very prudent and quiet man. one of his first letters to 
America suggests very emphatically that some American C.PP.S. Seminarians be sent to Rome to 
complete their course of studies in the Eternal City; the principal motive being to have the 
American province gradually become more acquainted with the Community as founded by St. 
Gaspar. He, according to Rizzoli's plan, had the Italian students make their studies in Rome.  

In 1886 we find Caporali negotiating with Father Henneberry who, it seems, wished to 
revive the house in California under the protection again of the General Moderator. To some 
extent this was allowed by the Roman authorities even to the extent of sending two priests from 
Rome to California (the two Schaepher brothers). But very soon Caporali saw that the American 
Provincial (Drees) was correct in not trusting Fr. Hennebery with establishing a house. The affair 
however did not grow to such as extensive debt as the first time.  

The same year Caporali allowed (?) no election of Provincial in America, but reappointed 
Fr. Drees with the permit, however, to elect a new Board, if Fr. Drees saw fit. It was this same 
year also that the separation of the Sisters in America from the Priests started to be taken in hand 
earnestly, and no longer with a view to unite them with St. Gaspar's Sisters, but to make them a 
separate diocesan Community. The work was accomplished with the full approval of Caporali.  

In 1890 Caporali was made Archbishop of Otranto. He worked very successfully in this 
new field of his, and died at the ripe age of 87 in 1911.  

Chapter Two  AMERICAN PROVINCE UNDER CAPORALI  

During the whole of Caporali's reign Fr. Drees was Provincial in America. Fr. Drees 
during these years must have been very interested in the growth of the Community, for during 
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these years we find the Convent at Burkettsville opened (1884) with a spacious new building in 
1887. The College in Collegeville was started in 1889. In 1890 we find Dr. Drees sending Fr. 
Florian Hahn (left later) to Banning, California to take care of an Indian School there.  

Also several other parishes of note were taken charge of during these years: e.g. 
Germantown, Mo. (1888); Rensselaer (1888); and St. Francis Xavier Church in St. Joseph, Mo.  
In 1888 the community took over two chaplaincies: St. Joseph Hospital, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and 
the Convent of Franciscan Sisters in Avilla, Indiana.  

1889 was the year that Fr. Drees withdrew our Fathers from the field in Kansas for 
reasons given before.  

There are also two other little notes of interest in this period. The attempts at the First and 
Second Nuntius Aulae (1886 and 1889). At that time it was to be a publication by the Fathers on 
ecclesiastical subjects and also on historical topics, especially those on interest to our 
Community. The other incident in the penitential return of Fr. Jacomet after a very long period of 
married life. 
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Part Six  SIXTH MODERATOR GENERAL  

Chapter One  SALVATORE PALMIERI (1891-1894)  

Palmieri was born in 1827 and entered the Community at a very early age. He was a 
humble and unassuming man in consequence of which it seems not much is known of his life. 

When Caporali was appointed Archbishop, Palmieri had already been nominated 
Archbishop of Brindisi (1889). After Caporali's departure it was not as yet seen fit to have a 
general chapter for elections so the Roman Fathers approached the Holy See once more. This 
time the decision was that all Superiors of the whole Community would by mail send their 
choice for moderator. This was done, and whilst the Fathers were in session to count the ballots 
word came from the Holy See that Palmieri should be made Moderator.  

During Palmieri's time of office two new houses were taken in Italy. Leo XIII also 
entrusted one of the Italian Seminaries to our Fathers in order to train the Seminarians in 
Missionary Work. (Carpinto is the name of the place of the seminary). Palmieri also insisted that 
an American Praxis be made to the Rule and took much pains in correcting and suggesting whilst 
it was in formation. In 1892 it was approved. 

In 1894 the government gave its placet to Palmieri's appointment to Brindisi. (which was 
the reason he did not get there in 1889) so that the Community was left once more without a 
Moderator.  

Chapter Two  AMERICAN PROVINCE UNDER PALMIERI  

Father Drees remained Provincial during the whole of Fr. Palmieri's term. Collegeville 
was thriving during this time to the extent that the main building had to be made twice as large 
(1893). The Indian School in California was abandoned (1893) and the one in Indiana was 
beginning to fail on account of the government starting to refuse to give its aid to sectarian 
institutions.  

During this period our Fathers also made a settlement in Colorado near Denver (12 miles 
distant). There was a little church there. However, the principal feature was that our Fathers and 
Brothers were to take care of a large cemetery there, with a promise from the Bishop that at a 
favorable opportunity they would receive a parish in Denver itself.  

To this period we must also place the beginning of the "Messenger" and "Botschafter" in 
Collegeville. In connection with this there was also a pious Society in favor of the Poor Souls: 
"Spiritual Benevolent Fraternity". 
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Part Seven  SEVENTH MODERATOR GENERAL  

Chapter One  LIFE OF LUIGI BIASCHELLI (1894-1905)  

Biaschelli was born in 1832. Joined the community after his ordination in 1874, he was a 
very zealous and active man. He had a great devotion to St. Joseph, set a movement on foot to 
have his name placed in the Canon of the Mass. He also fostered a great devotion to the Holy 
Family and it seems he wished that all the members C.PP.S. be enrolled in the Confraternity of 
the Holy Family. This probably accounts for the  fact that for a long time the Community recited 
a prayer in honor of the Holy Family daily. The C.PP.S. Sisters still observe this custom.  

In 1894 when Palmieri received the placeat from the Government to take charge of his 
episcopal city, the Community as yet had no definite norm of electing their Moderator. The case 
was again taken to the Holy See. The answer was that all the Italian superiors of the Community 
should submit four names to the Sacred Congregation and then the Moderator would be chosen 
by the Congregation. As a result Biaschelli was appointed however, with strict orders to divide 
the Community into provinces and have an election law drawn up for the next elections and that 
immediately this election should be used for selecting the Board of the Moderator.  

Accordingly Biaschelli divided the Community into Provinces: 1) Roman; 2) Naples; 3) 
Romagna; 4) American. The General Chapter was called for the fall of 1895, but was actually not 
held till the summer of 1896. The main points decided in the chapter were a) questions of general 
administration; b) questions regarding the observance of the original Rule by the Americana; e.g. 
all parishes where pastors lived alone should be abandoned within three years, and 
establishments should be made in larger cities so that several Fathers could live together and lead 
a Community life. The making of the Promise of Fidelity (especially the wording thereof) was 
discussed and approved. $150 allowed to each individual priest for the procuring of his clothing 
and other private, property.  

The condition of the Community under Fr. Biaschelli was rather discouraging from 
several viewpoints: the confiscation laws were still working, there were only about 20 priest 
members, hardly any students. Still in spite of this two or three new houses were opened in Italy. 
Fr. Biaschelli insisted on the observance of the Rule perhaps more than any other Moderator 
before or after him. The decision regarding parishes in America was not only passed in the 
chapter but was insisted on very much by the Moderator. He also did all but insist that American 
students be sent to Rome to make their studies that gradually the Americans learn the idea of St. 
Gaspar's Community. In 1898 the C.PP.S. also entered Spain and at present have two 
establishments there. One is a preparatory seminary for the Community.  

In 1902 (after six years) Fr. Biaschelli called a second General Chapter. This was 
preceded by the first Roman Visitation of the American Province. The Visitator was Fr. (now 
Bishop) Pantozzi accompanied by Fr. Schaeper. In this chapter the American Provincial was 
approved and the General Board was elected. it was also decided that in the America a new 
Provincial could be elected every six years whether there would be a General Chapter or not.  
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One great ideal that Fr. Biaschelli had was to have St. Gaspar beatified. In this he 
succeeded Dec. 1904. A month later Fr. Biaschelli went to his eternal rest, Jan. 16, 1905. 
  

Chapter Two - AMERICAN PROVINCE DURING FR. BIASCHELLI'S TERM  

During the first part of Fr. Biaschelli's term Fr. Drees was Provincial of the American 
Province. Collegeville was in a flourishing condition. The old orphanage was remodeled into a 
Brother’s House. In 1895 there were 100 students attending. 1897 the Minim Building was put 
up.  

The new building in Burkettsville was solemnly blessed by the Archbishop of Cincinnati.  
During this period the Indian School at Banning was flourishing more than ever under the 

supervision of Fr. Hahn, C.PP.S. A new church was built at the place, and also a periodical, 
forerunner of the Indian Sentinel was started around 1895 by Fr. Hahn. In Indian School, 
however, at Collegeville had to be closed in 1896 on account of government support (lack of). 
The buildings then were used as headquarters for the Messenger and Botschafter. By this time 
these magazines had'10,000 subscribers.  

In 1898 Fr. Henry Drees was relieved of his position as Provincial. As a superior he was 
known to be very religious and still kind hearted and beloved by the members as a whole. After 
his provincialship (which was a very important one) he was pastor of Carthagena for one year 
and the rest of his life (until his death in 1909) as chaplain at Maria Stein.  

In 1895 the Parish in Ft. Wayne was started, whereas the territory in Tennessee was 
dropped in 1898.  

Chapter Three - FATHER BONIFACE RUSS - PROVINCIAL 1898 - 1914  

Fr. Boniface was born in Minster, Ohio in 1855. He made his profession of Fidelity to the 
Community in 1870. He was the oldest of three brothers (Bernard and William) who joined the 
Community. He made all his studies in our houses. As Seminarian he was teacher in the classical 
department of the Prep. Sem. at Carthagena. He was ordained, in 1878 (23 years old). He was 
private advisor of Fr. Kunkler, Provincial at the time.  

In 1898 he was (unexpectedly for many) elected provincial. The same year he made a 
step in the direction of the decision of the First Chapter regarding smaller parishes in the Ft. 
Wayne diocese. In 1902 he was re-elected Provincial. His first term was  only four years in 
accordance with the idea of having the American Provincial election immediately preceding the 
General Chapter (which idea as stated above was changed at the Second Gen. Chap.) Fr. Fantozzi 
(the Roman visitator) was chairman at this second election of Fr. Boniface.  
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Part Eight  EIGHTH MODERATOR GENERAL  

HYACINTH PETRONI (1905-1928)  

Chapter One  LIFE OF HYACINTH PETRONI  

Fr. Petroni was born May 28, 1851, at Giano, the cradle place of the Community. He was 
the first Moderator that made his seminary studies at one of our own seminaries. He entered the 
Community in 1859 and after his ordination in 1864 he was ever stationed at the motherhouse in 
Maria in Trivio; the Moderators Merlini, Rizzoli, Caporali, Palmieri and Biaschelli wished to 
avail themselves of his valuable counsel. He was elected to the Moderatorship in 1905, the first 
moderator that was really elected by a General Chapter. The main business of the Chapter in 
1905 was the election of the Moderator and his board.  

During Fr. Petroni’s term of office there seems again to have been some objection to the 
method of holding our General Chapters in consequence of which the whole regulation was 
recast in 1910. 1917 would have been the regular year for the next General Chapter(12 years 
after 1905) but a special grant was received from the Holy See to omit the convening of said 
chapter, at the same time the Holy See confirmed the existing board of the Moderator in their 
offices until it would be possible to have a General Chapter. The disturbing conditions resulting 
from the World War made it impossible to have a representative chapter in 1917. In 1921, 
however, a General Chapter convened in which the Board of the general Direction was elected. 
Several other questions were brought up regarding the harmonization of the Rule with the new 
Church Law, also the harmonization of the American Praxis with new conditions in the American 
province notably the Introduction of the temporary promise of Fidelity for three years before 
taking the one for life. Another point of radical change was the official recognition of American 
conditions so as to allow our Fathers to live alone in parishes and with female housekeepers.  

Fr. Petroni also saw the Community grow during his term especially so in America, 
where the number of priest members almost doubled. In 1910 also a second establishment was 
made in Spain. In 1911 some of the Italian Fathers began to work in Mexico; they were,, 
however, expelled by the government in 1913. In 1922 the Fathers in Liechtenstein under the 
government of Fr. Gregory Jussel had grown to such an extent that the Teutonic Province was 
formed. Up to this time they had belonged to the American Province as a whole.  

In 1928 Fr. Petroni on account of old age saw fit to resign his Moderatorship and 
accordingly called a General Chapter for July 31, 1928. Died Jan. 1929.  

Chapter Two  AMERICAN PROVINCE UNDER FATHER PETRONI  

During the first part of Fr. Petroni's term Fr. Boniface Russ was Provincial. He was 
reelected in 1908, and remained in office until 1914. During this period Collegeville flourished 
considerably under the rectorship of Fr. Augustine Seifert. In 1907 the Dwenger Hall infirmary 
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was built; in 1909 a beautiful and spacious College Chapel was built together with a new Sisters' 
residence. In 1914, however, quite a loss was felt at Collegeville when the comparatively new 
Gyn burned.  

A few other items of interest during this time are the rebuilding of the shrine at Frank 
which was destroyed by fire on the night of 14 and 15 of August, 1913. In 1906 Fr. Boniface was 
also constrained by the Bishop of Cincinnati to build parochial residences in Mercer Co. This 
was especially difficult since our authorities in Rome, had been consistently insisting on 
community life for our Fathers. That interest in things C.PP.S. was not lagging is shown by the 
publication of an extended German life of St. Gaspar in 1908 by Fr. Gregory Jussel.  

Chapter Three - FATHER GEORGE HINDELANG, PROVINCIAL 1914 - 1926  

In 1914 the third term of Fr. Boniface Russ expired.   Elections resulted in making Fr. 
George Hindelang Provincial. Fr. Hindelang was born in Bavaria in 1868. He was the son of a 
school teacher and received a good education. In 1886 he met Fr., Andrew Gietel, C.PP.S. in 
Bavaria. The result of the acquaintance was that Fr. Hindelang accompanied Fr. Gietel on his 
return trip and joined the Community at Burkettsville. He made his Seminary studies in 
Carthagena and was ordained in 1893. The first six years of his priesthood were spent-in 
different smaller parochial charges. In 1899 he was appointed pastor of Celina. That he was 
becoming a prominent Community man is shown by the fact that he was elected (1905) 
Procurator and kept this position till his election to the Provincialship in 1914.  

During the term of Fr. Hindelang the Community was signally blessed. In the American 
Province advances were made there were hardly-dreamt of before. In 1915 the new seminary 
building was begun, foundation laid in 1919, corner stone laid in 1921, dedicated and moved into 
in 1922. The same year the printing establishment hereto fore at the old Indian School was 
moved to Carthagena and uniting the Indian School with the College.  

Already as early as 1919 Fr. George saw fit to give our Community students their 
education separate from the secular students at Collegeville. Immediately the number of 
vocations increased wonderfully, By 1922 the accommodation at Burkettsville were found too 
small to take care of a six year course for our students and consequently some of the classes were 
taken care of at Carthagena which by the new building could be done easily. By 1924 this 
arrangement was seen to be impractical and St. Joseph's College was changed to a Preparatory 
Seminary which our students attended after one or two years at Burkettsville.  

Under Fr. Hindelang new fields of action were opened for the Community, - in the 
missions of Wisconsin, Superior Diocese (1917), North Dakota (Bismarck Diocese 1920), 
Nebraska (1920), Kentucky, Louisville Diocese (1925), Oklahoma (1925).  
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Community affairs were also prospering during Fr. Hindelang term. In 1917 the Nuntius 
Aulae was revived in English form, whose purpose it was to cultivate literary endeavors among 
the Seminarians and also to chronicle the present and to bring out the past history of the 
Community both in America and abroad. In 1923 an edition (English) of the original Community 
prayers was printed, a step that had been contemplated and- decreed already in the Third General 
Chapter in 1905.  

In 1920 Fr. Hindelang was re-elected Provincial, was succeeded by Fr. Wagner in 1926.  

End of Oberhauser text 
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Appendix:  

Parallel Chronology  

1755, June 25. Birth of Antonio del Bufalo 
1761, April 3. Birth of Annunziata Quartieroni. 

1775, February 15. Election of Pius VI.  
1781, September 23. Marriage of Antonio del 

Bufalo with Annunziata Quartieroni  
1786, January 6. Birth of Gaspar  
1786, January 7. Baptized in the Church of S. 

Martino ai Monte  
1786, September 18. The Jansenist Synod  

of Pistoia.  
1787, August 6. Confirmed because he was in 

danger for his life.  
1788, Gaspar's eyes healed through the intercession 

of St. Francis Xavier.  
1789, July 14. Outbreak of the French  

Revolution.  
1792, May 13. At Sinigaglia, birth of  

Giovanni Maria Mastai-Ferretti,  
later Pope Pius IX.  

1793 January 21. Beheading of Louis XVI,  
King of France  

1793-1797. Gaspar attends grammar school 
1794 August 28. Pius VI condemns the  

Synod of Pistoia and the tenets of  
Jansenism.     

1795, January 10. Birth of Nicholas Joseph  
Brunner, Mümliswil, Canton  
Solothurn, Switzerland.  

1796, March. Napoleon descends into Italy.  
1797-1808, Admitted to the Roman College where 

he attended the primary school for the Latin 
language and all of Sacred Theology. 

1797, February 2. Invasion of the French  
troops into the Papal States.  

1797, February 19. Treaty of Tolentino.  
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1798, Invested in the cassock.  
1798, February 10. Occupation of Rome by  

General Berthier, Proclamation of  

The Roman Republic.  
1798, February 20, Pius VI prisoner at  

Siena, Florence,  and finally at  
Valence in France.  

1798, July 23. Egypt. Victory of Napoleon in  
1799, As a consequence of the French  

invasion, brigandage first begins in  
the Papal States.  

1799, August 29. Death of Pius VI at Valence.  
1799, November 9. Napoleon proclaimed first  

Consul.  
1800, The French Revolution and the wars  

impede the celebration of the Jubilee Year.  
March 14. Pope Pius VII elected at Venice.  

1800, April 12. Holy Saturday. First Tonsure by 
Archbishop Passari.  

1800, June 7. Ordained Porter and Lector, by 
Archbishop Buschi  

1800, June 25. Pius VII enters Rome.  
1800, September 14. Enrolled in the Work of 

Ecclesiastical Aid at the Church of St. 
Ursula. Here he first tastes the work of 
Sacred Preaching.  

1801, February 9. With the peace of Luneville  
the Pope remains in possession of the  
Papal States.  

1801, April 4. Ordained Exorcist and Acolyte in the 
Lateran Basilica by Archbishop Fenaia.  

1802, Gaspar applies for admission with the 
Silvestrine Religious.  

1804, May 18. Napoleon is proclaimed  
Emperor of France and King of Italy.  

1804 December 2. Pius VII crowns Napoleon at Paris  
1805, January 13. Named Secretary of the 

Catechetical Work by the Cardinal Vicar.  
1805, July 13. Death of his brother, Luigi.  
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1805, October. New French invasion of the  
Papal States.  

1806, Elected director of the Hospice of Santa Gala, 
under patronage of Msgr. Carlo Odescalchi.  

1807, February 21. Ordained sub-deacon in the 
Lateran Basilica by Archbishop Fenaia.  

1807, November 24. Auxiliary Canon in the 
Basilica of St. Mark.  

1808, Gioacchino Murat, King of Naples.  
1808, February 2. Occupation of Rome by  

General Miollis. Pius VII protests.  
1808, March 12. Ordained Deacon in the Lateran 

Basilica by Cardinal Guilio della Somaglia, 
Cardinal Vicar of Rome.  

1808, July 30. Canon in the Basilica of St. Mark.  
1808, July 31. Ordained a priest in the Church of 

the Missionaries of St. Vincent de Paul at 
Montecitorio by Cardinal Antonio Despuig, 
Pro-Vicar of Rome.  

1808, August 1. Discourse in St. Peter's before the 
Cloth of the Martyrs.  

1808, August 2. First Mass in St. Mark’s  Basilica. 
1808, October 25. Foundation of the first oratory in 

Santa Maria in Vincis.  
1808, December 8. Preached at the inauguration of 

the Confraternity of the Most Precious 
Blood in San Nicola in Carcere.  

1809, June 10. Annexation of Rome and the  
Papal States to the French Empire.  
Pius VII excommunicates Napoleon.  

1809, July 6. Arrest of Pius VII and  
deportation to  Grenoble and then to  
Savona.  

1809, Brunner, age fourteen, leaves home  
for Maniastein.  

1810, February 13. Gaspar is approved as a minister 
for the Confessional.  

1810, March 15. Servant of God, Agnes of the 
Incarnate Word dies in Rome.  
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1810, June 13. Gaspar refuses to take the oath of 
Fidelity to Napoleon Bonaparte.  

1810, July 15.  Exiled to Piacenza.  
1810, September. Close to death, he is told of the 

prophecy of Sister Agnes of the Incarnate 
Word.  

1810, December 12.  Transferred to Bologna.  
1810-11, He studies with Albertini the bases of the 

Congregation of the Missionaries and sets 
down through them the "Fundamental 
Articles" for the Institute of the Sisters.  

1811, October 20. Death of his mother in Rome.  

 1812, June 10. Imprisonment of Pius VII  
at Fontainebleau.  

1812, September 13. Imprisoned in S. Giovanni in 
Monte at Bologna because of his second 
refusal of the oath.  

1812, October 13. Defeat of Napoleon in 
 Russia.  

1813, January 12. Transferred to the prison of 
Imola.  

1813, January 19. Napoleonic Treaty with  
Pius VII at Fontainebleau.  

1813, February 13. Napoleon publishes a  
pretended concordat with Pius VII.  

1813, March 5. Confined in the Fortress of Imola.  
1813, March 24. Pius VII disavows the  

pretended Concordat.  
1813, May 6. Placed in the Fortress of Lugo for the 

third denial of the Oath. 
1813, June 13. Solemn vows of Francis de  

Sales Brunner as Benedictine,  
Mariastein.  

1813, October 16. Napoleon defeated at Lipsia.  
1813, December 10. Now transferred to Bologna 

and sentenced to Corsica for a new (4th ) 
rejection of the Oath.  

1813, December 20. Arrival at Florence; directed 
through Leghorn and from there to Corsica.  
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1814, January 26. Gioacchino Murat enters  
Rome and  grants liberty to the  
imprisoned priests.  

1814, January 31. Arrival of Gioacchino  
Murat at Florence.  

1814, February. Returns to Rome after four years of 
exile and prison 

1814, March 10. Liberation of Pius VII  
from prison.  

1814, March 14. Enemies of Napoleon  
invade France  

1814, April 11. Abdication and exile of  
Napoleon to Elba.  

1814-26. A more troubled period of brigandage. 
1814, May 24. Triumphal entrance of Pius VII  

into Rome.  
1814, August 7. Bull of Pius VII which  

reestablishes the Society of Jesus.  
1814, September. Seeks admittance into the Society 

of Jesus.  
1814, September. Designated Apostolic Missionary 

by Pius VII.  
1814, October 30. Preaching at Giano in Umbria.  
1814, November 30. Pius VII gives the Saint the 

Convent and Church of St. Felix at Giano.  
1814, December 8. First Mission in S. Nicola in 

Carcere.  
1815, March 20. Napoleon seizes the  

Government of France.  
1815, March 23. Flight of Pius VII to Genoa.  
1815, March 30. Proclamation of Rimini of  

Gioacchino Murat.  
1815, June 7.  Return of Pius VII to Rome.  
1815, June. Congress of Vienna and the restitution  

of the Papal States to Pius VII.  
1815, June 18. Defeat of Napoleon at  

Waterloo.  
1815, July 15. Napoleon is sent by the  

English to St. Helena.  
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1815, July 20. Renunciation of the Canonship  
1815, July 26. Pius VII approves the title and 

blesses the new-born Institute.  
1815, August 15. Foundation of the Institute in S. 

Felix at Giano.  
1815,October 13. Execution of Gioacchino  

Murat.  
1819, March 6. Ordination of Father Brunner  

at Offenburg, Baden by Francis Xavier  
de Neveu,  Prince Bishop of Basle.  

1819, April 10. Ordination of Mastai Ferretti.  
Became  orphanage supervisor. Was  
friend of Cardinal Carlo Odeschalchi.  

1819, Printing of the Method of the Missions and 
the Regulations for the Pius Union.  

1819, July 22. Decree for destruction of Sonnino, 
 a nest of brigands.  

1819, November 24. Death of Monsignor Francesco 
Albertini, Bishop of Terracina.  

1819, December 9. Opening of the House at 
Pievetorina.  

1820, June 7. First Headquarters of the 
Congregation at Pievetorina: The Saint 
amplifies the Regulations for the Institute, 
formerly sketched in Giano.  

1820, December. New orders to raze  
Sonnino to the ground.  

1820-1821. Movements of Carbonari in  
the Papal States.  

1821, January 1. Pontiff asks Gaspar to save 
Sonnino.  

1821, March 25. Opening of the House at Albano.  
1821, May 5. Death of Napoleon Bonaparte.  

1821, October 8. Pius VII asks the Saint to heal 
moral ly the provinces infested by 
brigandage.  

1821, November 10. Opening of the House at 
Sermoneta.  

1821, December 3. Opening of the House at 
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Terracina.  
1821, December 17. Opening of the House at 

Sonnino.  
1822, January 7. Opening of the House at Velletri. 
1822, February 7. Opening of the House at 

Frosinone.  
1822, March. First contact of the Saint with Maria 

De Mattias.  
1822, May. Opening of the House at Vallecorsa.  
1823, April 18. Opening of the House at Benevento.  

1823, August 20. Death of Pius VII.  
1823, September 28. Election of Pope Leo XII.  

1824, August 14. Opening of the House at Rimini.  
1824, September 24. Opening of the first Seminary 

at Giano.  
1824, October. Gaspar writes the rule for the 

Students while on retreat with the 
Passionists on Mount Cave.  

1825, Holy Year decreed by Leo XII.  
1825, March 25. Reprehension of the Delegate of 

Frosinone.  
1825, August 15. Leo XII recognizes the falsity of 

the accusations against the Saint.  
1826, February. Named Bishop, Internuncio to 

Brazil by Leo XII; Gaspar declines.  
1826, February-October. He is kept at Rome by the 

Pope in the Sacred Congregation of the 
Propaganda of the Faith.  

1826, March 12. Departure of First Missionary for 
the Ionic Island.  

1826, October 17. Leo XII allows him to return to 
the Missions.  

1827, April 24. Mastai-Ferretti appointed  
Archbishop of Spoleto by Leo XII.  

1828, December 15. Monsignor Belisario  
Cristaldi is named Cardinal.  

1829, February 10. Death of Leo XII.  
1829, July 21. Brunner arrived at Trappist 

 Monastery of Ölenberg.  
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1829, July. Harsh audience of Pius VIII.  
1829, August. Received at Naples by King Francis 

1.  
1830, July 27. Brunner takes vows as  

Trappist at Ölenberg.  
1830, September 8. Order to depart from  

French territory reached Ölenberg.  
1830, November 30. Death of Pius VIII  
1831, Revolutionary movements at Rome  

and Papal States.  
1831, February 2. Election of Pope Gregory XVI.  

1831, October 31. Death of his Father.  
1831, November 10. Opening of the House at Nepi. 

1832, April 2. School at Löwenberg opened  
by F. Brunner.  

1832, Mastai-Ferretti became Archbishop- 
Bisbop of Imola.  

1832, February 25. Death of Cardinal  
Belisario Cristaldi.  

1832, May 28. Opening of the House at Macerata 
Feltria.  

1832, December 29. Opening of the House at 
Cesena.  

1833, October 25. Opening of the House at 
Pennabilli.  

1834, March 4. Foundation of the Adorers of the 
Most Precious Blood.  

1835, March. Gaspar completes the Rule, 
Directories, and Methods of the Institute.  

1837, June. Cholera in Europe  
1837, August. Cholera in Rome.  

1837, August 1. Last Mission at Rome in Chiesa 
Nuova. Returns to Albano.  

1837, December 4. Departs for Rome.  
1837, December 24. Obliged to remain in bed.  
1837, December 27. He receives Holy Viaticum.  

1836, December 28. He dies at 2 o'clock in presence 
of St. Vincent Pallotti and Fr. Merlini.  

1837, December 30. Funeral in S. Angelo in 
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Pescheria. Transfer of the body to Albano.  
1838, January 3. Burial in the Church of Santo 

Paolo in Albano.  
1838 The Rule, C.PP.S. has not yet received approval and so there is no legal way of electing the 

Superior. By common consent of the Fathers, Valentini is chosen. This choice was 
approved by Gregory XVI. Father Brunner is received as probandus at Albano on Holy 
Thursday.  

1839 Joseph Albrecht, yet a layman, takes charge of finances in the newly established C.PP.S. 
house in the old castle of Löwenberg, Switzerland. This castle, had been brought by Fr. 
Brunner in 1832 as a house of study for Divinity students. It now becomes a Sanguinist 
seminary with about a dozen students.  

1840 The official investigation into the sanctity of Gaspar is begun on June 10. Fr. Brunner has 
his first two priests ordained at Löwenberg. Both left him later. Mastai-Ferretti created 
cardinal by Gregory XVI.  

1841  The C.PP.S. Rule is approved by Gregory XVI on Dec. 17. The approval extends merely to 
the Articles written by Fr. Frioli. The Praxis Generalis and Americana as found in the 
edition prior to 1923 has the approval of the General Direction; the excerpts of American 
Chapters as found in the 1923 edition have force only as long as they are not recalled by 
the Provincial or Moderator General. Fr. Brunner has three more students ordained. Two 
priests and one Brother are found working in St. Odilien (Strassburg) and others are 
found at Trois Epis.  

1842 Fr. Brunner has two more students ordained priests. since he began his Seminary. He has 
now seven ordained  

1843 Fr. Brunner and fourteen assistants leave for America to found there the first C.PP.S. 
houses. They arrive at New Orleans on Dec. 21. Of the fifteen who thus arrived in 
America, eight were priests. They were: Frances de Sales Brunner, M. Anthony Meier, M. 
John Wittmer, M. Martin Probst, Jacob Ringele, Peter Anthony Capeter, John Van den 
Broeck and John Baptist Jacomet. The other seven were brothers: Peter Homburger, 
Henry Duesser, Peter Kreusch (afterwards ordained) Matthias Kreusch (also later 
ordained), Fridolin Baumgartner, Aloys Kastricher and Steven Geschwind.  

1844  Fr. Brunner and his company arrive in Cincinnati on New Year's Day, where they received 
a warm welcome from Bishop Purcell. Sailing from here on up the Ohio River to 
Wellsville, near the Pennsylvania border, they disembarked and traveled the rest of the 
way overland in full clerical garb and missionary cross. Their wagoner having deserted 
them at Norwalk, they traveled alone the last three miles through unfamiliar mud roads in 
the face of a blinding storm to St. Alphonse (Peru) Ohio, our first mission house in 
America. This mission had been deserted about two years previously by the Redemptorist 
Fathers who had received little more than insult and abuse for their self-sacrificing labor. 
Our fathers used this place as their head-quarters for three years; then they moved to 
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Thompson (Frank) Ohio. From St. Alphonse our Fathers attended the following missions: 
Thompson, the German Church in Tiffin, New Riegel, German Settlement (Richland 
Co.), German parish in Cleveland, Avon (Lorain Co.), German parish in Sandusky, Lower 
Sandusky, Liverpool (Medina Co.) Randolph (Portage Co.), Akron and Chippewa 
(Wayne Co.). These parishes were the exclusive charge of our Fathers as missions. In the 
following July of this same year the first C.PP.S. Sisters arrived from Löwenberg, and at 
Christmas moved into the new house, called "Mary at the Crib" at New Riegel 
(Wolfscreek), and opened a boarding school there. Fr. Brunner called it the cradle of the 
C.PP.S. in U.S.  

1845 The Sisters establish a new house (the second), called Mary of the Angels (Maria Steig) in 
Thompson and there institute perpetual adoration. Fr. Brunner dedicates the first German 
church in Tiffin (St. Joseph's). Until now the Fathers were confined to Northeastern Ohio. 
Now they take up work in Mercer County. At the request of Bishop Purcell Fr. Brunner 
took charge of St. John's parish in Maria Stein, and a little later in the year, St. 
Augustine's church, Minster, Ohio.  

1846 The Sisters have a convent erected for themselves one half mile north of St. John's Church, 
Mercer Co. It was dedicated to "Mary, Help of Christians" and called by Fr. Brunner 
"Maria Stein," in remembrance of the famous convent of that name in Switzerland. It 
remained the Motherhouse of the Sisters till 1923.  

1846, June 16, Card. Mastai-Ferretti elected Pope Pius IX; crowned June 21.  
1847 The headquarters of the American community are moved from St. Alphonsus (which was 

then abandoned) to Thompson (Frank) Ohio. Fr. Valentini dies and is succeeded in office 
by Fr. Merlini. U.S. President James K. Polk established diplomatic mission in Rome.  

1848 By request of Bishop Rappe of Cleveland, the Fathers in America took charge of the parish 
of Glandorf. At this time there were fourteen C.PP.S. priests in America. Numerous 
convents for Sisters were being built about this time, because of Fr. Brunner's principle of 
changing the Sisters from place to place frequently for spiritual purposes. The convent 
(4th) founded at Glandorf was called "Mary at the Sepulcher."  

1849 Fr. Brunner returns to Europe for the first time since 1843. During the next ten years he was 
to make three more trips to Europe: the second in 1852, the third in 1855 and the fourth 
in 1858. On each trip he gathered new members and brought them to America. As 
thanksgiving for his release from exile June 30, Pius IX introduced the Feast of the 
Precious Blood to be celebrated henceforth on the first Sunday of July. Since the reform 
of the Breviary by Pius X in 1911, however, the Feast is celebrated on July 1.  

1850 All the C.PP.S. Sisters leave Löwenberg and come to America. The old castle of 
Löwenberg, deeded by Fr. Brunner to the Diocese of Chur, is made into a orphanage. The 
convent (5th) "Mary, Mother of God" is built at Gruenenwald. Near Thompson there is 
erected the Shrine Maria Steig for the miraculous statue of the Sorrowful Mother brought 
by Fr. Brunner from Europe. And at Maria Camp the convent (6th) "Mary, Mother of 
Good Counsel" is founded. 1850 April. Pius IX returned to Rome, no longer liberal.  
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1851 Pius IX erects the Primary Union of the Precious Blood in Maria in Trivio under the 
direction of the Moderator General. The Confraternity of the Precious Blood had been 
canonically erected in the Church of St. Nicola in Carcere in Rome, in 1809, and raised to 
an Archconfraternity in 1815. It is wholly independent of the Primary Union, but both 
share in the same spiritual privileges. For that reason, since all members of the 
Community by decree of Gregory XVI in 1848, are ipso facto members of the 
Archconfraternity of the Precious Blood, they are likewise members of the Primary 
Union.  

1852 On January 15 the title "Venerable" is conferred on Gaspar, thus the cause for his 
beatification is introduced. Fr. Brunner returns to Europe for the second time, with the 
intention among others, to induce Roman authorities to allow an exaction of four vows 
from the American members: the three ordinary vows of religious and a fourth one of 
stability or fidelity. Two more convents (the 7th and 8th) were founded: Visitation of 
Mary" at Minster and "Mary, Mother of Mercy" at Himmelgarten near St. Henry. In 
America at this time there were sixteen priests, 52 brothers and 172 Sisters. The 
community owned 1476 acres of land. The Fathers, Sisters and Brothers were working 
hand in hand under the leadership of Fr. Brunner.  

1854  The Community establishes its first house (and 9th convent) in the Diocese of Ft. Wayne, 
on two hundred and forty acres of land, near New Corydon, Jay County, Indiana, called 
Mary's home. During this period our Fathers are found working in the parishes of St. 
Henry, St. Joseph (Victoria), Berlin (Ft. Loramie) Egypt, St. Mary's, Wapakoneta, Celina, 
Rockford, Chickasaw, Philothea, St. Anthony, Holy Trinity, Irish Settlement, St. 
Sebastian, Russia and Frenchtown.  

1854 December 8. Proclamation of dogma of Immaculate Conception, Source of Precious Blood, 
by Pope Pius IX.  

1856 A convent (the 10th) was founded in Egypt, called "Mary's Flight into Egypt."  
1858 Fr. Brunner with Fr. Maximilian Homburger leaves for Europe apparently with the 

intention of reintroducing perpetual adoration of the Precious Blood in German speaking 
countries of Europe. (Fr. Brunner's enthusiasm for the American missions seems to have 
somewhat cooled.) Upon reaching Europe, they establish our house and convent at the 
Schellenberg.  

1859 Fr. Brunner dies on December 29, in the recently established house in Schellenberg, 
Switzerland (Liechtenstein), where he is buried.  

1860-65 Civil War in U.S.A. 
1860 Fr. Kunkler is appointed interim by Merlini in 

place of Fr. Wittmer named Vicar by Fr. 
Brunner  

1860 Fr. Enrico Rizzoli joins C.PP.S. in Italy  
1860 We take over parish at Dunkirk.  
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1860 Jan. 1 - Church at St. Peter, Ohio dedicated.  
1860 March 14 - Fr. Kunkler elected Provincial at 

Gruenenwald. Suffragia established.  
1860 June 1 - Merlini approves Kunkler's election. 

Sets up rules for office.  
1860 Fr. Dwenger buys the "Emlen Institute", 180 acres of land and buildings, at Carthagena, 

with the intention of erecting a house and seminary. By order of Fr. Merlini, this property 
was bought and the seminary established independently of the Sisters. This was the first 
step in the eventual complete separation of the two congregations. At this time our 
Fathers were working in three American Dioceses: Cincinnati, Cleveland and Ft. Wayne.  

1860 Sept. 16 - Church at St. Francis, Ohio 
dedicated.  

1860 Nov. - 25 priests  14 students 
37 brothers   3 3 b r o t h e r 

novices 
388 sisters   10 houses  

1861 Third Provincial Council of Cincinnati  
1861 Kunkler emphasizes parish work  
1861 New chapel at Maria Stein.  
1861 Church at New Cleveland dedicated and 

church at Holy Trinity accepted.  
1861 The seminary at Carthagena is opened March 14. Fr. John Van den Broeck became first 

local superior and Fr. Dwenger first rector with authority over the students only. Until this 
time the seminarians had been taught by Fr. Brunner and some other priests at the 
seminary of St. Aloysius, Thompson, Ohio, then at Glandorf and later at Maria Stein, and 
finally at Himmelgarten. But room was needed for the growing number of aspirants, and 
so St. Charles Seminary was built at Carthagena. Fr. Andrew Kunkler was elected second 
superior of the American community. He was not strictly Provincial, for the community 
was not divided into Provinces until 1894, but only a Vicar. During his term of office our 
Fathers took charge of twelve new parishes (besides the California Province and the 
establishments in Tennessee), and they began for the first time to become a prominent 
part of the return to the original Rule and ideal of Gaspar.  

1861 June - students move into Emlen Bldg.  
1861 Oct. - Am. Province asked to go to England 

but begged off because no one to send there.  
1861 Oct. - was in full swing at the Seminary.  
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1862 Aug. 17 - Fr. Bernard Dickmann ordained.  
1862 Aug. 19 - Nativity Church at Cassella 

dedicated.  
1862 Nov. - Letter from Kunkler to Merlini states 

that Fr. Brunner had received oral 
permission from Pope Gregory XVI to have 
daily benediction.  

1863 Fr. Eugen Lachat becomes Bishop of  
Basle  

1863-68 Fr. Dickmann made rector of St. Charles 
Seminary.  

1863 Emancipation Proclamation by Pres.  
Lincoln.  

1864 Fr. Henneberry opens mission at Bascon for 
Irish and Germans.  

1864-65 Fr. Hennebery went to California to give 
Missions and  retreats.  

1864 Aug. 28 - Fr. Anthony Guggenberger ordained.  
1865-69 Andrew Johnson, Pres.  

1865 Dec. 10 - Im. Conception at Celina dedicated.  
1866 Austro-Prussian War.  

1866-80 - Fr. Drees rector of St. Charles  
1866 Aug. 20 - Death of Maria de Mattias  

in Rome, the foundress of Sisters  
Adorers of PP. S.  

1866 Fr. Dwenger sent to 2nd Council of Baltimore 
as Bishop Purcell's personal theologian.  

1866 Albrecht scandal. Moved with his group to 
western Minnesota.  

1867 Alaska purchased by U.S. from Russia.  
1867 Mary's Home convent built. 
1867 Church at Kirby built  

1868 Cleveland Diocesan Synod.  
1868  30 priests   

16 students 
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88 brothers   370 sisters 
32 houses  

1868 An orphan home is opened at  
Rensselaer, Indiana  

1868 A kind of "General Chapter" was held in Rome - three Americans present, viz., Frs. 
Kunkler, Dickmann and Guggenberger. Among other things, it permitted the American 
Province to demand of its members a promise of fidelity. No public vows were allowed, 
but anyone so desiring was permitted to make private vows.  

1868 Convent at Glandorf built.  
1868 Church at Ottawa established 

1869-77 Ulysses S. Grant, Pres.  
1869 Apr. 5 - Hennebery gets go ahead to establish 

house in Eureka, California by Merlini.  
1869-70 Vatican Council I proclaims  

infallibility of Pope.  
1869 Oct. 13 - Hennebery asks permission to found 

College and a Province in California.  
1870 Jan. 3 - Permission to establish house and a 

"provisory" province given. Hennebery 
superior 

1870 Franco-Prussian War; Bismark;  
Germany united.  

1870 Italians seize Rome. Sept. 20.  
1870 Chapel of Maria Steig at Frank, Ohio built.  
1870 June 16 - St. Michael at Glandorf dedicated.  

1870 July 29 - Bishop Rappe resigns.           
1870 Oct. 22 - St. Wendelin dedicated.  

1871 The California Province, doing quite well, was still without a steady income. Accordingly 
St. Joseph's College at Rohnerville, about twenty four miles from Eureka, was begun to 
help the young establishment. At the end of the second year there were already one 
hundred students.  

1871 Get a church at Portland  
1871 June 10 - Nativity Church at Philothea 

dedicated.  
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1871 Fr. Wenninger, SJ, gives mission to Albrecht's 
group. Albrecht starts hearing confessions 
and is excomunicatus vitandus.  

1871 Nov. 14 - Gregor Jussel, founder of German 
Province - born.  

1872 Bishop Gilmour takes Bishop Rappe's 
place.  

1872 Feb. 29 - Frs. Griessmeier and Scheuele sent 
to Lawrenceburg, Tenn.  

1872 Bishop Lachat exiled from his diocese  
to Canton Lucerne.  

1872 Apr. 14 - Fr. Dwenger consecrated Bishop of 
Ft. Wayne.  

1872 May 18 - St. Joseph Church in Lawrenceburg 
 dedicated.  

1873 Jan. 12 - Fr. Merlini dies after being  
hit by a taxi.  

1873 February -  36 priests  
91 brothers  
30 students  

1873 Nashville parish taken over by our province. 
Also Assumption.  

1873 Holy Trinity and St. Mary's near Lawrence 
dedicated.  

1873 Because of the pending confiscation laws, it was thought best to have a foreigner at the 
head of the Community in Italy. Fearing, however, that an Italian might be elected at any 
rate if a vote were taken, the Chapter again referred the matter to the Holy See, which 
appointed Fr. Enrico Rizzoli as Moderator General. He was the first non-Italian 
Moderator General.  

1874 Bishop Dwenger leads first American 
pilgrimage to Rome and donates first 
American flag to Lourdes.  

1874 St. Bernard's Church at Burkettsville 
dedicated.  

1874 May Society begins first work in St. Joseph, 
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Missouri.  
1874 Nov. - Fr. Kunkler declines reelection. Fr. 

Bernard Austermann elected 
1874 C.PP.S. missionaries expelled from Drei 

Ahren; go to Detroit diocese.  
1874 Am. Province takes mission at New 

Einsiedeln, Tenn.  
1874 Our Lady of Consolation Shrine established at 

Carey.  
1874 Frs. Wittmer and Stiefvater ordained.  
1874 Dec. Calif. Province suppressed by decree and 

given to Ohio Province  
1875 The first American Cardinal created,  

Cardinal McCloskey.  
1875 Present relics at Maria Stein given to Maria 

Stein Convent by Fr. Gaertner, the collector.  
1875 Aug. 12 - Bishop Sillani died. Had  

resigned  bishopric and lived with  
the Community at Rome. Fellow  
worker with St. Gaspar.  

1875 Our Lady of Good Counsel founded.  
1875 Bishop Dwenger advises against legal 

separation from sisters for the time being.  
1875 Fr. Biaschelli petitioned Holy See to  

have St. Joseph put in Canon of  
the Mass.  

1876 St. Joseph's College at Rohnerville closed; a 
large part of the debt is paid off by American 
Province.  

1876 Old Seminary building is built at Carthagena.  
1876 Am. Province takes over a mission at Loretto, 

Tenn.  
1876, June 15 - Fr. Godfrey Schlachter ordained 

1877-81 Rutherford B. Hayes, Pres.  
1877 Bishop Rappe dies; Dwenger  

celebrates funeral Mass.  
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1878 Society begins work in the diocese of 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

1878 Feb. 7 - Death of Pius IX, prisoner  
of the Vatican.  

1878 General Superior of Ad. PP. S. invites C.PP.S. 
sisters to join them.  

1878 Feb. 20 - Leo XIII is elected to the  
papacy. St. Gaspar was a good friend  
of his father, and Pope Leo himself  
had heard Gaspar preach his last Mission.  

1878 March 17 Boniface Russ ordained.  
1878 Church at Glandorf dedicated Fr. Dickmann - 

pastor.  
1878 June 30 Church of St. Aloysius at Carthagena, 

Ohio, dedicated.  
1879 December St. Joseph Church at Egypt, Ohio, 

dedicated.  
1880 Fr. Kunkler declines office again and Fr. 

Henry Drees is elected.  
1880 Church of St. Mary, Ft. Recovery dedicated.  
1880 Fr. Schlachter rector at St. Charles Seminary 

(till 1883).  
1880-1897 Fr. Austermann does parish work at St. 

Joseph's and Loretto in Tennessee.  
1881 J. A. Garfield President  

1881 American Province asked to establish itself in 
Australia, begs off.  

1881 Work begun in Missouri (Miller Co. till 1895) 
by Fr. Cosmas Seeberger.  

1881 Fr. Augustine Seifert ordained.  
1881 Rule appears in print with general praxis.  
1881 54 priests   

80 brothers  
36 students   427 sisters  
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1883 Cholera in Italy, Rizzoli caught it.  
1883 Fr. Drees goes to Rome with Bishop Dwenger 

to lay before the prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation the problem of uniting the 
Sisters Adorers to the C.PP.S. Sisters, also 
he submitted his report as American 
Provincial. Dwenger formula approved. 

1883 July 4 - Death of Archbishop Purcell,  
lst Archbishop of Cincinnati.  

1883 Fr. Theopistus Wittmer made rector of St. 
Charles Seminary.  

1883 Bishop William Elder succeeds to the  
Archbishopric.  

1884 Gas dug at Major Seminary (N.A.)  
1884 3rd plenary Council of Baltimore.  

1884 March - Albrecht dies at Perham, Minnesota. 
His followers move on to Jordan, Oregon. 

1884 September 22 - Death of Fr. Enrico  
Rizzoli, moderator-general of the  
society, at Cavalese.  

1884 Hennebery transfers to Italian province.  
1884 November 29 - Gaetano Caporali is  

named to the office of Moderator  
General by the Holy See.  

1884 House at Burkettsville opened.  
1885 Bishop Lachat made Titular Bishop  

of Ticino, resides with community.  
1885 Fr. Kunkler goes west to preach missions in 

Missouri and Kansas; headquarters in 
Sedalia.  

1885-1889 Grover Cleveland President.  
1885 Dwenger sent to Rome as one of three 

representatives of Plenary Council of 
Baltimore in order to get the Holy See's 
approval.  
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1886 November - Bishop Lachat dies.  
1886 First attempt at Nuntius Aulae; in German. 
1886 Henneberry offered the opportunity to 

establish        the C.PP.S. in Chile; he declines.  
1886 It was decided that the American Province 

should start a college.  
1886 Society begins work in Texas (in Temple 

county)  
1887 No provincial election; Drees is reappointed 

by Caporali.  
1887 Legal action is taken by the priests to separate 

from Sisters.  

1887 December 13 - Sisters C.PP.S. declared 
distinct from Ad. PP. S.  

1887 May 11 - Sisters approved as a separate 
community, distinct from priests and 
brothers.  

1888 Jan. Drees accepts Dwenger's offer of 320 
acres, near Rensselaer, for a college.  

1888 Germantown and St. Joseph, Mo. taken over 
by the American Province.  

1888 Sept. Indian School (Drexel Home) opened at 
Rensselaer.  

1888 Oct. 2 - Fr. Peter Capeder, Brunner's first 
student dies at Frank, Ohio.   

1889 74 priests in American Province.  
1889-93 Benjamin Harrison, Pres.  

1889 Building begun on St. Joseph's College, 
Rensselaer.  

1889 Catholic University of America is  
opened.  

1889 Leo XIII creates John Henry Newman  
a Cardinal.  

1889 C.PP.S. chaplains in Ft. Wayne at hospital and 
convent.  
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1889 May 19 - Dwenger designated Promotor  
of 5th  Council of Cincinnati.  
(convoked on May 5th).  

1889 Nuntius Aulae makes 2nd try; again in 
German.  
1889 Fr. Salvatore Palmieri named  

archbishop but is unable to occupy  
his See because of governmental  
interference. 

1889 Society begins orphanage at Oregon; taken 
over later by Sisters of  St. Mary of Oregon, 
which included several sisters from 
Albrecht's group.  

1889 April 16 - Löwenberg burns down.  
1889 Dec. 6 Fr. Kunkler dies at Weston, Missouri, 

while preaching a mission there.  
1890 June 10 - Fr. Caporali is named  

Archbishop of  Otranto and ceases  
to be Moderator General.  

1890 Indian school started at Bannin, Calif. by Fr. 
Florian Hahn. He was so sensitive to the 
needs of the Indians that when the society 
later dropped the work he got permission to 
leave the society so that he could spend the 
rest of his life in that work.  

1891 April 13. Bishop Gilmour of Cleveland dies.  
1891 First college scholastic year begins at St. 

Joseph's.  
1891 March. We leave orphanage in Oregon to 

S.S.M.O.  
1891 Loretto parish and convent set up in Tenn.  
1891 Mar. 19 Decree of Leo XIII on Gaspar's heroic 

virtues.  
11891 June 3 - Salvatore Palmieri appointed  

Moderator General.  
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1891 June 18 - Palmieri installed at S. Maria  
in Trivio.  

1891 Dec. Palmieri made titular Archbishop  
of Sardi.  

1892 Feb. 25. Rev. John Horstmann consecrated  
third Bishop of Cleveland.  

1892 American Praxis approved by American 
Provincial board.  

1892 Sept. 24. Fr. John Van den Broeck dies.  
1892 Leo XIII gave seminary in Carpineto  

to Italian Province.  
1892 Oct. 26 Fr. Drees re-elected Provincial.  

1893-97. Grover Cleveland, Pres.  
1893 Jan. 1. Election of Fr. Drees confirmed by 

Moderator General.  
1893 Jan. 2 - Bishop Dwenger dies.  
1893 Jan. 16 - Palmieri named Bishop of  

Brindisi.  
1893 Novitiate building started  
1893 College enlarged.  

1893 May I - Luigi Biaschelli named Vicar  
of Palmieri.  

1893 Open a house at Golden, Colorado (near 
Denver); intended as a place for T.B. priests, 
but later dropped.  

1893 June 13-30. Indian School represented at 
Exposition.  

1893 June 20. Fr. John Wittmer dies.  
1893 June 21 - Fr. George Hindelang ordained.  

1894 Fr. Liugi Biaschelli made Moderator  
General. Archbishop Palmieri takes  
possession of his See.  

1894 Precious Blood Messenger and Botschafter 
started at  Drexel Hall.  

1894 The Dreyfus case in France.  
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1894 Novitiate opened.  
1894 June 20 - American Praxis approved by 
General Curia.  

1895 Fr. Biaschelli divides the Congregation  
into three Italian Provinces and one  
American.  

1895 American Province takes over first parish in 
Ft. Wayne - Precious Blood parish.  
1896 Indian School closed at Rensselaer, Indiana.  

1896 April 14-18. First General Chapter.  
1896 Boniface Russ, rector of St. Charles.  

1896 House at Giano closed.  
1896 Mary's announcement of pilgrimages.  
1896 First class to graduate from St. Joseph's 
College.  

1897-1901. William McKinley, President.  
1897 Fr. Austermann appointed pastor at Frank, 
Ohio. 

1897 Sept. 19 - Fr. Hennebery dies at  
Virginia City,  Nevada.  

1897 The Messenger installs its own printing press.  
1898 The Spanish-American War.  

1898 American Province Chapter and Fr.Boniface 
  Russ is elected Provincial.  

1898 Nov. 15 - Fr. Bartholomo Carradini  
arrives at Caceres, Spain to take  
possession of a mission house there.  

1898 Fr. August Seifert, rector of St. Charles 
 Seminary.  

1898 Fr. Austermann working at Gruenenwald and 
 Himmelgarten.  

1904 May 29 St. Pius X approves two of Gaspar's 
 miracles.  

 1904 June 24 Decree of "Tuto”.  
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1904 Aug. 29 Decree of Beatification by St. Pius X.  

1904 December 18 Solemn Beatification in St. 
Peter’s, presided over by Cardinal Mariano 
Rampolla del Tindaro.  

1949 July 22 Resumption of the cause on the part of 
 Pius XII.  

1950 October 5 - Beatification of Maria  
De Mattias.  

1950 November I - Pius XII proclaims the  
dogma of the Assumption of Mary.  

1954 Marian Year decreed by Pope Pius XII.  
1954 May 4 Decree of approbation of two miracles.  
1954 May 8 Decree of "'Tuto"  
1954 June 12-13. Solemn Canonization in St. 
Peter's of Saint Gaspar del Bufalo, Founder of the 
Congregation of the Mission of the Most Precious 
Blood.  
1954 September 28 - Solemn Triduum in honor of 
St. Gaspar del Bufalo held at St. Charles Seminary, 
Carthagena, Ohio.  

1957 August - Precious Blood Study Week  
at St. Joseph's College, Collegeville,  
Indiana.  

1959 July - Election of a Fr. Herbert Linenberger as the new Moderator General in Rome. 
Audience with Pope John XXIII and submission for approval of the Litany of the Most 
Precious Blood for public use and the extension to the Universal Church of the Feast of 
the Herald of the Most Precious Blood, St. Gaspar del Bufalo, Founder of the Society of 
the Most Precious Blood.  
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Moderators General  

1815-1837 St. Gaspar Del Bufalo (Italian Province) 
1838-1847 Biagio Valentini  (Italian Province)   
1847-1873 Giovanni Merlini (Italian Province)   
1873-1884 Enrico Rizzoli (Italian Province)   
1884-1890 Gaetano Caporali (Italian Province)     
1890-1894 Salvatore Palmieri (Italian Province)  
1894-1905 Luigi Biaschelli (Italian Province)     
1905-1928 Giacinto Petroni (Italian Provine)     
1928-1937 Antonio Velardi (Italian Province)    
1937-1947 Lorenzo Colagiovanni (Italian Province)  
1947-1959 Herbert Kramer (American Province    
1959-1971 Herbert Linenberger (American/Cincinnati Province)      
1971-1983 Daniel Schaefer (Kansas City Province)      
1983-1995 Anton Loipfinger (Teutonic Province)      
1995-2007 Barry Fischer (Chilean Vicariate) 
2007-2013 Franceso Bartoloni (Vicariate of Tanzania) 
2013-2019 William Nordenbrock (Cincinnati Province)     

   


