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PART I 

FROM THE BIRTH OF THE SERVANT OF GOD TO HIS RETURN TO ROME FROM HIS EXILE DURING THE TIME OF THE 
FRENCH OCCUPATION 

CHAPTER I  
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BIRTH, CHARACTER, EDUCATION AND VIRTUOUS PRACTICES OF THE CHILD 

To Antonio del Bufalo and Annunziata Quatieroni, a pious and respectable couple living in Rome, there was born, on the 6th of 
January 1786, a son, to whom, on the following day, was given, at the sacred Font, the name of Gaspar. He was of delicate constitution 
and subject to frequent and severe illnesses, so much so that in his nineteenth month, being in danger of death, he received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  Shortly after, he was attacked with ophthalmia of so serious a nature that the physicians pronounced it 
incurable.  All human remedy failing, Annunziata turned to heaven and besought, with confidence and with fervor, the patronage of 
the great apostle of the Indies, St. Francis Xavier. And not in vain; for, returning home one day from the Church of the Gesu, whither 
she used often to betake herself in times of need, she found the child so much better that he might almost have been said to be cured.  
And indeed, shortly after, he was cured so completely that never again, throughout the rest of his life, did he experience any suffering 
in his eyes.  This wonderful recovery may be considered a prelude to the special case of heaven with which he was favored, and of the 
singular protection granted to him, from that time, by St. Francis Xavier, who looked upon him as destined to be his follower in the 
work of salvation of souls. 

No sooner was Gaspar capable of understanding from his mother the favor which had been obtained through the intercession 
of St. Francis, than, with grateful mind, he began to venerate him; and frequently he was seen kneeling and immovable, before the 
altar of the Saint.  At times he remained in this position so long that his mother, moved with compassion, bade him rise and rest on a 
chair, where he continued his recollection.  And it was, doubtless, in these hours of sweet prayer that he laid in his heart the foundation 
of that tender devotion towards his heavenly benefactor which increased with the course of time, and which, with singular earnestness, 
he sought to instill into the hearts of others. 

Unequivocal signs that, even at that time, God had bestowed upon him an abundance of several blessings were his avoiding all 
childish amusements, his adorning with his own hands a devout little altar and frequently praying before it on his knees, and his going 
cheerfully to church and assisting at the sacred functions.  In these occupations such were his composure, attention and fervor that 
more could not have been desired from a person of years and discretion.  The sweetness of his manner was wonderful.  He had a 
candor of mind which showed itself in his countenance, a vivacity of spirit together with singular modesty and complete dependence 
on his parents.  He was of a frank and gentle disposition and kind to all, especially to the poor; in short he gave signs of a soul well 
formed and wholly according to God's own heart.  Even from his early years one could have foretold what he would be in mature age.  
All this was a source of joy to his parents, though they might see him at their feet asking pardon when he knew, or was told, that he 
was at fault in some slight matter, at times, even, without intending it. 

His mother, intent upon his education, was careful to instruct him in the mysteries of the faith, which he learned with facility, 
and to instill into his mind Christian maxims, solid piety, a love of virtue and hatred of vice.  By her words, and still more by her 
example, she urged him to be particularly devout to Our Blessed Lady, to other saints and especially to St. Aloysius Gonzaga.  And it 
may be said with reason that the words of Annunziata in the heart of Gaspar were like the little spark of fire which, when applied to 
dry stubble, sets it quickly in a flame.  For very soon he conceived a most vehement desire of rendering the Blessed Virgin protections 
to him, and of enjoying her powerful patronage. With this intention he was accustomed to recite the rosary daily, to invoke her often, 
to prepare himself by devout novenas for her festivals, to adorn her statues with flowers, and to honor her in every way.  But his 
affection towards the Great Queen was more manifest, when, towards the end of the last century, there appeared in Rome the 
wellknown prodigy of the opening of the eyes in some of her images.  For when this occurred, Gaspar, deeply moved by the miracle, 
and, with the affectionate heart of a son, desirous of honoring his beloved Mother, took upon himself to gather, round a banner, his 
friends and acquaintances and, before one of those images situated in the public streets, they sang together the Litany of Loreto and 
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other pious canticles.  It was a beautiful sight to see this youth on his knees, his face flushed, showing the affection of his heart, and 
his hands clasped, offering his tribute of homage and of praise, of veneration and of love. 

Gaspar was also devout to other saints; and being convinced that there is no true devotion without the desire of imitating them 
in the virtues which they practiced, he set to work with all earnestness, to do so.  Having resolved to preserve unstained the beauteous 
lily of purity, he turned to it his thoughts and affections and determined to make a vow of chastity.  One day when making known this 
to a person in his confidence, his mother heard him, and told him that such vows were only made by priests and nuns.  He learned, 
then, that it was best to be silent on the point in order to fulfill his desire at another time.  Meanwhile he took every means to guard 
this holy virtue most jealously.  He did not like to be touched by any one; neither by servants nor even by his mother.  He never made 
a gesture nor uttered a single word that was not pure and modest.  On the other hand it once happened that when he was at bath he 
heard from some stranger a jest which was not altogether decent; he thereupon grew pale, his voice failed and he felt a disgust for all 
food.  When he was asked the reason of this sudden discomposure he replied: "Those words really make me ill; I cannot eat." 

He knew, at the same time, that he could not preserve unstained the lily of purity but by the thorns of mortification and 
assiduity of prayer; so he practiced both the one and the other with exactness.  In chastising his body he took for his model the angelic 
youth, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, placing pieces of wood in his bed and girding himself with little chains and hair shirts.  He did not drink 
wine and abstained from delicate and tasty dishes.  If his parents gave him any little present of money, he bestowed it at once upon the 
poor, and at times he even gave away his breakfast.  One morning when this had happened he found Annunziata preparing other food 
for him, but he gently declined it in order that he might not lose the merits of his work of charity and mortification.  In addition to his 
devotions during the day, he used to rise at night for prayer. His prayers were especially directed towards the august Queen of Virgins, 
begging her powerful help that he might keep his purity.  His mother came to him suddenly one evening, having seen some little stains 
of blood on his clothes, and found him praying with his hands under his knees.  She exclaimed: "This child will cripple himself." With 
all this his parents had every reason to congratulate themselves on Gaspar's behavior; so much so, that his father has been seen to weep 
with joy when speaking of him, and has frequently been heard repeating: "He is a saint; he is an angel in the flesh." 
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CHAPTER II 

GASPAR MAKES HIS FIRST CONFESSION; CURES HIMSELF OF A FAULT; RECEIVES THE HOLY EUCHARIST; 
ADVANCES IN VIRTUE 

     All men are born with a proclivity to evil; and where they are not assisted by grace quickly fall from bad to worse. Yet virtue shines 
in them with greater brilliancy from the fact that it is the fruit of the victory over their own inclinations. Hence we must not be 
surprised that Gaspar, naturally of a quick and somewhat fiery disposition, was, at times, in his youth, given to fits of passion.  Even at 
a tender age he was much grieved at this fault; and regretted exceedingly by that, notwithstanding his earnest endeavors, he did not 
succeed in conquering it. When, in spite of himself, it happened that he again was guilty of this defect, he would take himself to task 
for it and stamp upon the floor; and when asked the reason of this, he would answer: "I am angry because I am angry," But before very 
lonq he had entirely cured himself of this fault. He was then about six years of age, and was preparing, with much care, for his first 
confession; determined to spare no pains that he might better himself of his temper. He accused himself, with great sorrow, of his 
faults in the Church of the Gesu; and, by the help of grace, so far succeeded in curbing the impetuosity of his character that, from that 
time, he seemed altogether changed. 

It is hardly credible that after his confession he never again felt moved to passion. Whether it was that he had already keenly 
experienced the effects of an evil inclination, or whether it was solely the fruit of grace, this is certain, that from that time he was 
cheerful, patient, and to all persons and under all circumstances.  Of this we will give one instance here. Gaspar was accustomed to 
celebrate, at his own little altar, certain festivals, especially those of the Madonna; and, with others of his own age, used to adorn it in 
the best way he could.  More than once it happened that these boys, either through carelessness, or on purpose, carried out the little 
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ceremonies badly, or broke some of the ornaments of the altar. Although he may have felt vexed, yet far from quarreling or even 
raising his voice, with his hands joined before his breast he would say to them: "Brothers, let us perform the service of God with 
exactness and charity." When he was older he frequently conversed on his studies with one of his classmates, who, as he was rather 
dull, did not understand the explanations they had received, although Gaspar often repeated them to him with great care. On these 
occasions he felt inclined to be impatient and annoyed; but, without showing the slightest sign of this feeling, he would cast his eyes 
towards the crucifix on his little table saying, "Lord, give me holy patience, and open my mind and his;" and he would then return to 
his work. 

As Gaspar has gained such a brilliant victory over his passionate nature by the help of confession he always retained a most 
reverent affection towards that Sacrament, and always approached it with the most careful preparation.  And not satisfied with merely 
doing so himself, he used occasionally to say to his brother Luigi: "Remermber that tomorrow we are going to confession." This 
brother was older than Gaspar and was not pleased at being admonished in this way; so he once said to him: "What? Do you wish to 
be a saint, and to force others to be saints? You had better go and become a Carthusian." Gaspar was not provoked at this rebuff but 
answered in a smiling and cheerful manner, but meekly: "Brother, this is the will of God; He wishes all to be saints and it rests with us 
if we would become so." 

But the good youth was beginning to set his eyes and his heart on higher things. He had a most ardent desire to receive Holy 
Communion. For three years before he obtained this favor, he used to give vent to his longings by frequent spiritual communions; and, 
once, seeing one of his friends preparing for the sacrament, he begged his companion to offer the Communion up for him, that he 
might soon be worthy of admission to the Sacred Banquet. But, at  last, the longedfor day arrived; and Gaspar received with great 
fervor the Bread of Angels in the little Chapel of Saint Aloysius in the Roman College. What abundance of grace he must have 
received in this first Communion, may be imagined from his long and earnest desires, from the great preparation which preceded it, 
from the fervor and piety with which he approached, and from the holy hunger which he drew from the Eucharistic food, as well as 
from the penance and mortification which he felt moved to practice as a means of more worthily receiving his God in the Sacrament. 
But his director put a stop to all other austerities on account of his youth and his delicate state of health, and only allowed him to wear 
a little chain round the waist at the time of Holy Communion; and he obeyed his director implicitly. 

What wonder, then, that he should advance rapidly in virtue and give striking examples of it, being, for this reason, respected 
by all kinds of persons, of whom many looked up to him as an angel rather than a child of earth, while many held him up as a model to 
their own children; that he should spend much time in prayer before the Most Holy Sacrament; that he should be always speaking of 
God and call Him his Good, his Treasure, his Love; that he should entice others to love Him; that he should turn pale at the very idea 
of sin; and that he should conceive a holy envy of those preachers of the Faith who had witnessed to it with their blood.  We prefer 
giving a proof of the solidity of his virtue by a fact that occurred while he was still a youth. 

The parish priest of San Marco had commissioned him to collect the Paschalduty tickets of the household of Prince Altieri, in 
whose palace he was residing as chaplain. While he was occupied in this work, one of the servants who had not fulfilled the precept 
and could not give him the form required, kicked him violently saying: "Here is the ticket for you!" Although much hurt, he did not 
say a word; but he experienced such grief in finding the man so neglectful of the state of his soul, that for two days he could not take 
any food, but was frequently heard to exclaim: "How can people sin in this way!" 
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CHAPTER III   

GASPAR BEGINS HIS STUDIES AND PROGRESSES IN THEM;  
HIS METHOD OF LIFE AND HIS VIRTUES AT THIS TIME 

Antonio and Annunziata seeing their son well inclined to piety and religion, were careful to turn his attention to study, 
particularly as he gave signs of quickness and ability. Thus, they taught him, at home, the rudiments of grammar, and then sent him to 
the school of the Roman College where, under able and well known masters, he completed his course. Gaspar, as he was very delicate, 
was often out of health and his parents had to send him from Rome, for a few days, for change of air. Then, when he had recovered, he 
returned home and resumed his studies with greater energy in order to make up for lost time. His conduct at school was excellent; he 
worked with great diligence and attention, without making any display of his talents, and, with modesty and a certain reserve, directed 
his studies to the great end to which he felt himself called, the good of his neighbor.   

Although Gaspar had to spend many hours in study, yet he did not abate his devotion and piety. He followed a regular method 
of life. He rose very early and went with his mother to the neighboring Church of the Gesu where he assisted at, and, when he could, 
served the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Returning home, after breakfast he worked at his lessons till the hour for class and started for 
school at the sound of the College bell. On his way he passed the Church of Sant'Ignazio and, before entering the school, used to pay a 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament and to the altars of Our Lady of the Annunciation and of St. Aloysius Gonzaga. To this practice he used 
also to invite his companions saying: "These devotions before class are of great help." When class was over he returned home 
immediately and passed the whole of the time till the second lesson, in study and prayer. In winter he often went to this second lesson 
without having dined; for frequently, on account of his father's occupations, the family meal was put off till the evening. Gaspar bore 
this very willingly and looked upon it as a mortification, and on his mother affectionately pressing him to take something to eat when 
the usual hour for dinner was past, he would answer pleasantly, "Don't trouble yourself, Mamma, I shall dine this evening." If their 
meal happened to be postponed on a fastday, he would say: "It is a time of penance prescribed by the Church and, as we are her 
children, we must obey her;" and when Annunziata remarked that he had not yet arrived at the age fixed by the Church and therefore 
was not bound to fast, he would quickly reply that as he was old enough to sin he was also old enough to fast. On his return to school 
he would visit the Church of Sant'Ignazio as he had done in the morning, saying to his companions: "Let us obtain new lights from the 
Source of Knowledge."   
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After school, with the permission of his superiors, he used to take a walk with one of his school fellows, always making his 
way to some church where he knew that there was the Exposition of the Forty Hours, in order that he might visit the Blessed 
Sacrament. If, however, this was at too great a distance, he went to some other church; and always managed to be home about the hour 
of the Ave Maria. During the walk, both to and fro, his conversation was always on God, on the Church or on their studies; and he was 
frequently heard making pious ejaculations, such as: "O my God, have pity on me; have mercy on me." On passing a statue of Our 
Lady he would take off his hat and recite, with his companion, the Hail Mary. Evening found him in his room at study and prayer, and, 
at a somewhat late hour, his mother came and brought him supper.   

Both at home and at school he was always wellbehaved and exact, and, on this account, was esteemed and beloved by his 
teachers, his parents and all who knew him. He was gentle and affable to his companions and those of his own age, and they, in their 
turn, looked upon him with respect. He endeavored not only to avoid offending them, but to be of service to them, to excite them to 
piety and to please them in every lawful way. Yet it occasionally happened that among the great number of lads frequenting the school 
some would taunt him or turn him into ridicule. He never resented this; still less did he ever complain, or reply or mention it to the 
superiors. He bore all with patience and persevered in his endeavors to do good, being particularly friendly with and kind to those that 
had made him cry and helping them whenever it was possible. 
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CHAPTER IV  

GASPAR'S VOCATION TO THE ECCLESIASTICAL STATE;  
HIS ZEAL IN FULFILLING ITS DUTIES;  

HIS DESIRE OF MONASTIC LIFE 

Gaspar's tendencies were, even from his earliest years, to the ministry of the altar. Hardly was he able to think and to act than 
he was wholly intent on the construction of his own little altar, and that, not out of mere amusement, but out of devotion. Later, he 
used to sing with his companions first the Litanies then the Office of the Blessed Virgin. Then he used to imitate the ceremonies of the 
church. At one time, dressed like a priest, he would go through the celebration of the Mass. At another time fixing handkerchiefs about 
a large chair, he would seat himself in it as though administering the Sacrament of Penance. At another time, standing on the chair or 
table, he would preach with much frankness and spirit on some eternal maxims of which he had lately read or heard. And then he 
would strike himself with a cord, crying out: "Be converted, sinners, be converted!" In this way Gaspar, without perceiving it, 
cooperated with the grace of vocation to the priesthood. This grace made a deep impression on his heart as he grew older, and at last 
he resolved to follow it.   

But before embracing the ecclesiastical state, he endeavored to find out as best he could, whether it really was the path that 
God had chosen for him. With this object he shut himself up for a month near the Cistercian monastery of Santa Croce in 
Gerusalemme, where his uncle, Don Eugenio Pechi, was a religious. There he passed the time in meditation, in reading books of 
devotion and in conversations with spiritual directors. By this means assured of his vocation he received on Holy Saturday of the year 
1800, the tonsure. On this occasion his fervor and lively faith were such, that, as he himself ingeniously declared afterwards, while the 
bishop was cutting his hair, he imagined himself in the act of embracing the cross, and suiting his posture to the action he thought he 
would have fallen to the ground. Such was, at that moment, the joy of his heart! On the 7th July of the same year he received the first 
two minor orders, and the other two on the 4th April of the following year.  

Once dedicated to the service of God, Gaspar redoubled his efforts in the practice of virtues, particularly of those which had a 
special connection with his new state. He was most exact in every thing prescribed for clerics, and performed his duties in a manner 
that might have been expected from a fullgrown and apostolic man rather than from a youth. Unfailing in his attendance at Mass, at 
the retreats, at Holy Communion, at the practices of the ceremonies and of plain chant, in the service of the church and altars, he was 
noted for his gravity, modesty, piety and submission. On Sundays he taught Christian doctrine in the Church of San Marco and was 
very ready to assist at the functions in other churches. Later, when more advanced in age, full of zeal for the salvation of souls, he 
went on holy days to the Foro Romano and gathering round him the wagoners and countrypeople who often assemble there, he gave 
them little exhortations on morality, love of God, and devotion to the Blessed Virgin; with this object he gave them pictures of Our 
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Lady to put on their carts, so that during their journey they might turn their eyes and their hearts to her.   

He frequently visited the Hospital of Consolation and exercised there the works of mercy, assisting the sick in their wants, 
comforting them with holy counsel and encouraging them to patience, resignation and suffering. To this practice he also invited his 
companions, saying: "Let us go and study the miseries of human nature." He also frequented the Hospice of Santa Galla where, 
conquering every feeling of disgust, he used to spend much time in familiar intercourse with the poor patients, many of whom were 
covered with sores; and not content with bringing spiritual consolations, he endeavored also to relieve their corporal wants and used to 
bring them, as a treat, some little dainty, of which he willingly deprived himself for this purpose.   

But his zeal did not rest there. He made use of the time of recreation, even to satisfy his craving for doing good. On festivals of 
the Blessed Virgin and of his patron saints he used to invite some of his friends to his house and recite with them first the Office or 
other appropriate prayers, then he used to give a discourse on the feast of the day and last of all, after they had sung the Litany, he used 
to present to them a relic to be devoutly kissed. On these occasions his mother used to say, partly because she was pleased, partly in 
jest, to the acquaintances and neighbors: "There is a Mass in my house today." These assemblies, the rough sketches, as we may call 
them, of Gaspar's youth, were in the process of time brought to more perfect organization. For, having obtained from the monks of 
Santa Prudenziana the use of an interior chapel, he instituted there a congregation of young men; and withdrawing them from the 
dangers of the world he grounded these in piety by frequent prayer and salutary exhortations. During the Carnival, in which there is 
much looseness of morals and great dangers of sin, he redoubled his zealous labors to collect the young men and, after the usual 
practices of piety, amused them with some innocent entertainment.   

As Gaspar experienced a great call to preaching he gave himself up to the earnest study of sacred eloquence. He also went to 
listen to the preachers of the Gospel, to sermons and orations, of which he used to retain a good recollection. With regard to this, we 
must not omit to mention that when a Venetian priest, a celebrated orator, was preaching the Lenten sermons at the Gesu, Gaspar, who 
followed the course very attentively, would memorize the sermons and afterwards wrote them out. This came to the ears of the 
preacher; he sent for Gaspar, and on finding that the sermons he had written out were exactly as they had been spoken, was much 
astonished at the extraordinary memory of the young del Bufalo.   

While he was yet a cleric he began to deliver panegyrics and discourses in which he showed talent and proved that he 
possessed the qualities required of a preacher of the divine word. He had, above all, an insinuating manner of reasoning. His audience 
was composed of persons of culture and distinction. On one occasion they highly applauded his eloquence; his mother hearing the 
praises lavished on her son, could not repress her emotion and was obliged to leave the church. At another time the Barnabite Father 
Cadolini, afterwards cardinal and bishop of Ancona, was heard to say: "Be sure that this young man will turn out a great preacher." 
And from that time Gaspar was called a young apostle. The parish priest of San Marco often made him give catechism in his stead, 
saying that the cleric del Bufalo gave it better that he did. After he was ordained deacon he also supplied for Monsignor Marchetti and 
delivered, to general satisfaction, the Scripture lectures in the Gesu.   All this time, while Gaspar was giving his attention to the 
many dangers and occasions of sin which he met with in the world and while, with his heart full of love of God, he was zealous for the 
salvation of others, he could not help thinking of his own spiritual welfare. He resolved to leave the world and embrace a religious life. 
He therefore went to the Monastery of Santo Stefano in Calco and begged to be clothed with the habit of the Silvestrines. As his 
virtues and abilities were well known he was at once admitted by the Abbot and was on the point of being sent to the Novitiate. But 
his parents warned, as is credible, by God, that Gaspar was desirous of entering religion, were not pleased with his determination and 
opposed it. Gaspar looking upon their wishes as the will of heaven, submitted; and after making known his change of mind to the 
Abbot, returned to Stefano. The Abbot, on Gaspar's departure, placed his hands on the young cleric's shoulders and said that God 
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asked still greater sacrifices of him. Gaspar with his hands before his breast and his eyes raised to heaven answered, cheerfully and 
humbly: "God's will be done." He returned home consoled, and did not speak of the matter again.   

We may mention here, to avoid returning to the same subject later, that when the Society of Jesus was restored by Pius VII of 
immortal memory, Gaspar felt a strong inclination to join the Order. His director, whose advice he had asked, knowing that Gaspar 
was destined by God to higher things, did not oppose this inclination and yet did not consent to it, but made him remain for the time as 
he was; nevertheless he thought that Gaspar was in the right. Things were in this state when Gaspar, being one day at the feet of the 
same Pontiff, made known this desire to him. The pope replied that he should give himself up entirely to missionary work, as God had 
called him to do; on this Gaspar felt almost beside himself, and could only answer: "Very well, Holy Father, I will do as you wish." 
Then taking the pope's words as coming from heaven, he calmly laid aside all thought of entering the Society of Jesus. 

CHAPTER V 

GASPAR IS ORDAINED PRIEST; HE QUICKLY EXPANDS HIS APOSTOLIC ZEAL; SHORTLY AFTER IS EXILED FROM 
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ROME  
BY ORDER OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 

From his earliest years Gaspar had given proofs of a mature understanding and firm mind; of a character of which the chief 
traits were simplicity, candor, humility and reserve; of diligence and love of study, without any desire of display, and a lively zeal for 
the glory of God. He was a youth of good appearance, of unblemished reputation, of courteous and pleasing manners, of superior 
education, docile in all things, firm only in those which belonged to God; he went to work without affectation, united affability to 
dignity, concealed his virtues without artifice and made everything turn to good. Blessed with these excellent qualities he reached the 
ages prescribed by the Canons for Sacred Orders: and offering himself to God a willing and perfect holocaust he received on the 21st 
February 1807, the subdiaconate, and on the 12th March of the following year was ordained deacon. In the meantime he followed the 
course of theology at the Collegio Romano and studied, under the most celebrated men in Rome, the sciences. Deeming himself 
unworthy of the priesthood, he had thoughts of remaining a deacon in imitation of the patriarch of Assisi, St. Francis. But receiving 
advice to the contrary from men of learning and experience, he was ordained priest in the Church of the Missions on Monte Citorio, 
31 July of the same year 1808, being dispensed by brief from his defect of age, and by pontifical rescript from having his ordination 
not at the seasons fixed by Canon Law. The following day he preached on divine Providence in the patriarchal Basilica of the Vatican; 
and on the 2nd August, with great devotion and joy of heart, celebrated his first Mass in the Basilica of San Marco. Of this church he 
had already been Canon for about a year, and afterwards, when he was appointed to the office of head sacristan, he did much to further 
its wellbeing and its beauty.   It was at this time that Gaspar frequented with greater assiduity the pious union of Santa Galla, and 
sought to give instruction, by means of the catechism, to the pitiable beings who found refuge and hospitality in that establishment. He 
also took in hand the preparation of boys for their first Communion and provided them, partly out of alms collected for that purpose 
and partly out of his own pocket, with becoming clothes for the occasion. Besides this, he and Don Gaetano Bonanni, another 
missionary, (who was in 1821 chosen bishop of Norcia) seeing the great good that might be done by the erection of a nightoratory in 
the neighborhood of the Hospice, set to work to obtain a church for this purpose; and finding that Sant'Omobuono was to be had, they 
begged that it might be given over to them. On their application, meeting with a somewhat rude refusal on the part of those who had 
the administration of the church, Gaspar cheerfully said to Bonanni that in this they had an assurance of the excellence of their work 
since it was evidently distasteful to the sworn enemy of good; and that on this account they ought to strive with greater earnestness for 
success. And, in fact, the reward of their efforts was that they obtained the little Church of Santa Maria in Vincis by the Arco 
de'Saponari and near the Tarpeian Rock. There, in the same year, the night oratory was erected; it was opened by spiritual retreats and 
for a long time was much frequented with great fervor.   

The political events of that time are so well known that we may pass them over. But the storm raised with greatest fury against 
the city of the seven hills, against the pope and, consequently against the Church, caused much grief to all persons of good feeling. It 
was not long before the Papal States were invaded by the French army, and the pope, deprived of his temporal power, carried off far 
from his See. Shortly after, the leading ecclesiastics were called upon to swear fidelity to the new rulers under pain of exile to anyone 
that should refuse. Our Canon was also obliged to present himself for that purpose before General Miollis who had been appointed by 
Napoleon Governor of Rome. In this circumstance Gaspar, as many others had done, made a solemn profession of veneration and 
devotion to the pope. The Holy See had already declared the injustice of the oath. When, therefore, Gaspar was called upon to swear, 
he answered with firmness: "I cannot, I ought not, I will not." At this reply, so open and decisive, the Governor, who was taken with 
the appearance and courage of del Bufalo, thought it best to turn to his father, who accompanied him, on the chance that through fear 
of exile, to which his son would otherwise be condemned, he would advise him to take the oath. But the father, like a true Christian 
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and a religious man, promptly replied that he would rather see his son torn in pieces before his eyes, than see him break the 
commandments of the Vicar of Jesus Christ and fail in his duty. These words stimulated the courage of Gaspar, but greatly incensed 
the General. He signed the decree of exile to Piacenza and with great difficulty could he be induced to grant a respite of a few days, 
that the necessities for a journey might be provided.   

At this blow, although it was foreseen, Gaspar felt all the weight of human weakness in being obliged to part from his dear 
parents, his country, and his friends. Nevertheless with perfect conformity to the will of God, and with the testimony of a good 
conscience, he overcame his feelings, and with some slight preparation for his sojourn, he took his departure from Rome. 

CHAPTER VI 

OF WHAT HAPPENED TO GASPAR DURING HIS EXILE; 
 HIS VIRTUOUS CONDUCT IN SUPPORTING HIS TRIALS 

In the same carriage with Gaspar were two other Canons of San Marco and also Don Francesco Albertini (who was afterwards 
bishop of Terracina), Canon of San Nicola in Carcere Tulliano; all of them were banished from Rome for the same cause. Albertini, a 
man of great virtue and a discerner of spirits, had already formed a high opinion of Gaspar, fully appreciating his labors in the church 
of God. After the first words, each recognizing in the others a love of virtue, soon found themselves, as often is the case among holy 
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persons, to be of one mind. Gaspar, discerning from the first in Albertini much learning and experience, together with a store of 
personal holiness, chose him for his spiritual father and director; and the other with great joy undertook the task. This had the effect of 
uniting them very closely together with the intention of working in concert for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. These two 
so full of love and zeal could not contain what was in their hearts without some outward manifestation. On their way to Piacenza they 
stopped at Florence; and there they spent their time in promoting a devotion, so acceptable to them, towards the Precious Blood of 
Jesus Christ; and they met with great success.   

On the 1st August 1810 they arrived at Piacenza, and shortly after Canon del Bufalo, whether it was from the unhealthiness of 
the air or from the quality of the food, was taken ill; and growing daily worse, was at last attacked by a very dangerous malady. Gaspar 
did not think that he should recover; but Albertini, who was continually at his bedside, encouraged him by foretelling that God wished 
his life to be spared that he might promote His glory; and urging him to place his whole confidence in the price of our Redemption and 
in the intercession of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, he so animated him that Gaspar, trusting entirely in God, began to improve and very soon 
was completely restored in health. Shortly after his recovery he was included in the number of the 200 exiled ecclesiastics who were 
ordered by the government to betake themselves to Bologna; and on the 12th December he joined them.   

At Bologna Gaspar had a lodging close to the Fathers of the Oratory; but Albertini, who was received into the house of Count 
Bentivoglio, had managed to procure for him (Gaspar) rooms nearer to himself, in order that he might more easily confer with his 
spiritual son. The happiness of both was then supreme; but it was not of long duration. For the government, suspicious of their 
frequent communications, ordered Albertini to Bastia, on the island of Corsica, where he was shut up in a dreadful prison. Gaspar felt 
the separation from this great man intensely; and sooner than lose his spiritual director he would willingly have encountered fresh 
troubles. But the order was stringent and he was obliged to conform.   

In the meantime he lived in his exile and felt its pains in spite of the comforts afforded by pious persons. Nevertheless he was 
always cheerful as though he had not anything to suffer. Yet Gaspar felt the deepest sorrow of heart, for he had discovered that by 
various means, both secret and open, were spread abroad many errors against our holy religion. He would have had the courage to 
give them the lie in public. But he was not able to do this, so he confined himself to presenting some manuscripts to certain gentlemen, 
who, when they had read them, passed them on to the others. At this time the news reached him of his mother's death. Even at this 
blow which touched him to the quick, he gave proof of his virtue and remained unmoved. To say the truth, God had taken from him an 
excellent and affectionate parent; and he looked upon her as a saint on account of the virtues with which she was adorned; but he gave 
no vent to his sorrow and offered to God his bitterness of spirit. Then a new kind of oath was brought forward to be taken before the 
commissaries of the government. On this occasion also he kept firmly to his religious principles; and spoke so ably against the oath 
demanded, that those who heard him were quite moved. He likewise was indefatigable in encouraging his companions in exile that, no 
matter what the cost might be, they should hold fast to their obligations.   

But while those who rejected the first oath were driven into exile, they who refused to take the second were threatened with 
imprisonment and were, in fact, incarcerated. Gaspar's prison was that of San Giovanni in Monte, and he entered with incredible 
cheerfulness. He was soon transported thence to the prisons of Imola, in which no less discomfort and suffering awaited him; and 
although the family of Ginnasi on hearing of his arrival were very attentive and did much to relieve his wants, he could profit but little 
by their kindness for he was soon after removed to the jail of Lugo. His sufferings here surpassed what he had hitherto endured. For 
like his fellow sufferers, he was confined to one cell, treated with the utmost severity, placed under the strictest surveillance and 
subjected to restrictions of every kind. Later, though placed at large, he continued to be very closely watched, his books were taken 
from him as also was every writing material, and at last even the key of his trunk. The finishing stoke was added to his afflictions 
when the order came forbidding ecclesiastics in prison to celebrate Mass. This prohibition was rigorously enforced for the space of 
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three months. Neither promises nor prayers were of any avail. We learn from one of his letters how great, at last, was the happiness of 
the poor prisoners, in being able to receive Holy Communion one day at least. This came to pass when the imprisoned parish priest 
Guzzi received the Viaticum. And as after his death the severity with which they had been treated was mitigated a little, they were 
allowed to erect an altar on condition of celebrating one single Mass. All the same, it was managed for all to celebrate, secretly, every 
day.   

In the midst of such privations, sufferings and indignities, there never was heard from the lips of Gaspar one word of resent-
ment or complaint, whether against the authors of these stringent commands, or against those whose office it was to put them into 
execution, or against the strict guardians of the prison; on the contrary, he was always intent in animating the others to patience, 
resignation and suffering for the cause of God. Gaspar was a lover of solitude, of study and of prayer, and one day he perceived a little 
staircase which led from his prison to an empty room or landing, so narrow that there was barely sufficient space for a bed. Having 
found this little nook, he thought it would be very suitable for his purpose and that he ought not to let the opportunity of asking 
permission to occupy it, go by. Having obtained leave he made it his apartment. There, in retirement and solitude, he passed the days 
and nights contentedly, in prayer, mediation and study; and only left his little room to take his frugal meal in company with his 
fellowprisoners, or to perform some work of piety or Christian charity. But while he sought retirement in order to conceal his virtue, 
his companions conceived a still greater admiration for him and were amazed when they discovered that he had voluntarily deprived 
himself of the innocent solace he had hitherto enjoyed of being able to walk about in the room that they inhabited in common; all the 
more, that his limbs were already swollen from his privations and from want of exercise. This, chiefly, was the reason why the 
veneration and esteem, which his comrades had always felt for him, were increased; and they were much grieved at being deprived of 
the society of a man endowed with such singular virtues. Desirous of still retaining him among them as in the past, they conceived the 
idea of instituting a daily ecclesiastical conference on ecclesiastical subjects. The Canon was informed of their plan and was highly 
pleased with it. Then they of one accord offered him the direction of them, which he, out of humility, declined; when however it was 
put to the vote to decide who should preside over the conference, by this innocent piece of scheming, Gaspar was elected.   

In this way passed seven months at Lugo; and then the government ordered that the exiled priests should be transferred to 
Corsica. Without any delay, this order was put into execution. They set out from Lugo and went by way of Leghorn (Livorno) to 
embark for Corsica. However, when they reached Florence they received the grateful news that the French power had fallen and that 
they were at liberty.
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PART II 

FROM GASPAR'S RETURN TO ROME, TO HIS DEATH 

CHAPTER I 

HE RETURNS TO AND RESUMES THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY  
ENCOURAGES WORKS OF PIETY AND PROMOTES FRESH ONES;  

INSTITUTES THE CONGREGATION OF THE 
 MISSIONARIES OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

Gaspar, as soon as he found himself at liberty, returned to Rome. On his arrival, like a 
thirsting hart that rushes to the fountain, without delay he resumed his cherished apostolate. And 
if a zealous minister of the Church may always and everywhere find something in which he may 
labor for the advantage of his fellowmen, it may be easily imagined what a vast field for such 
labors was to be found in Rome which for five years had been deprived of its chief pastor and of 
the greater part of the clergy. It was just such a field as this that his zeal coveted. He at once took 
to the ministry of the word, and gave in many places, spiritual retreats. He judged that this 
branch of preaching was the most suitable to the time, and was the best means of rekindling the 
love of God in the hearts of the faithful, and of awakening sinners from the deadly sleep of sin. 
He reaped an ample harvest from his labors. He likewise showed much anxious care in 
reestablishing the pious confraternity of priests call the Union of St. Paul the Apostle, and also 
that of Santa Galla, which, even at the time of the exile had been the subject of many of his 
letters to friends in Rome. Moreover, desirous of completing the means of bringing back souls to 
God, he strove with no less earnestness to establish the practice of giving every year, at the 
approach of Paschal time, spiritual exercises to the students of the Roman University, to soldiers 
of all arms and to the Pontifical Noble Guards. His efforts were crowned with success, and more 
than once he was himself charged to give the exercises, a duty which he fulfilled to the general 
satisfaction and spiritual benefit. 

He never allowed any occasion of doing good to pass. In the October of the same year 
1814 he gave a retreat in Frascati to the Augustinian nuns; who, having been suppressed in the 
time of troubles, had reassumed the religious habit and had returned to their cloister. He then 
went to Giano in the diocese of Spoleto to preach; and there he saw almost abandoned, the 
ancient and majestic monastery with the adjoining church dedicated to St. Felix, the martyr, 
bishop of Spella. The desire of drawing souls to God suggested the idea that he might, in that 
building, form a community of those ecclesiastics who should wish to give themselves to the 
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ministry of the missions. For these missions he had from his earliest years conceived a great 
liking, and during his exile had spoken of them with pleasure to Albertini. That convent and 
church appeared well adapted to the purpose; for, situated in the open country and of easy access 
not only to the people of Giano but also to the inhabitants of the surrounding villages, they 
offered great opportunities for doing good and at the same time being removed from all 
disturbances the ecclesiastics would be able to give undivided attention to their studies. And so 
he made up his mind to ask for it. 

On his return to Rome he unfolded his plan to Monsignor, afterwards Cardinal, Cristaldi, 
with whom he had formed an intimate friendship, founded on their mutual zeal in good works. 
Cristaldi, afterwards one of the greatest benefactors of the Congregation of which we shall speak 
a little later, not only encouraged the undertaking, but, of his own accord, promised his utmost 
assistance in presenting the petition to the pope, Pius VII, of holy memory. The pope was pleased 
with the project and declared that the work would be beneficial to religion; and Gaspar obtained 
the fulfillment of his desire. By a rescript of the Administrative Commission of Ecclesiastical 
Property dated 30th November 1814, the Pontiff granted the Convent and Church of San Felice 
of Giano, for which he had petitioned. This grant was made over by Gaspar to Don Gaetano 
Bonanni, as superior of the house, and it was afterwards confirmed by the Congregation of 
Reform with another rescript of the 13th February 1815. 

About this time, that is, in December of the same year, Gaspar gave a mission in the 
Church of San Nicola in Carcere Tulliano, and it was so productive of good results that he was 
more than ever convinced of the immense benefits to be obtained through this branch of the 
ministry. By some chance he was not able to take possession of the buildings at Giano till the 5th 
July following; he then did so by letters of the administrations from Monsignor Luparini, prior of 
the cathedral and afterwards bishop of Spoleto. At the end of that month del Bufalo and Bonanni 
presented themselves before the pope to beg his apostolic benediction on the work about to be 
commenced. The pope gave them an affectionate reception, encouraged them in the undertaking 
and, blessing the work and the workers, granted them not only certain spiritual favors for which 
they had asked, but also a sum of money for the first expenses. Nor was this the only proof we 
have of his affection towards the new institution, for in the course of time he conferred upon it 
many other favors. Gaspar set out the following night for Spoleto, where he experienced the 
good offices of the bishop of that place, and thence for Giano where he took up his abode in the 
house of the lawyer, Paolucci, a great benefactor of this foundation. For the sake of brevity we 
will omit all recital of the anxieties and labors that Gaspar had to sustain before he could set that 
desolate edifice into proper condition and provide all necessities. 

Finally, when he had got the place into the best state he could, on the evening of 11th 
August Don Gaetano Bonanni and two companions arrived at San Felice di Giano, and were 
greeted by the delighted people with ringing of bells and acclamations of joy. On the following 
day they began a devout triduum, in preparation for the feast of the Assumption, with 
conferences and meditations the same as in retreats. On the morning of the 15th there was a 
general Communion and in the afternoon they went in procession to the neighboring sanctuary 
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called the Madonna del Fosco. There, after a sermon, the Te Deum was sung in thanksgiving to 
God for the new institution; to beg His blessing in its commencement, and to beg continual 
growth for the young work. This is the reason why the 15th August has been yearly kept by the 
Missionaries as the birthday of the Congregation. God had been thus pleased to take Gaspar by 
the hand and he saw himself possessor of that house and founder of the Congregation of the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood; a work for which God Himself had reserved him. 

Shortly after, Gaspar having done all that was necessary that the foundation should go on 
well, and having drawn up a method of life for the missionaries, left his companions and set off 
for Rome to resume the exercise of his ministry. 

CHAPTER II 

GASPAR'S SOLICITUDE TO PERFECT AND SPREAD HIS CONGREGATION AND TO 
PROVIDE IT WITH MEMBERS 

In the petition which Gaspar, through Monsignor Cristaldi, presented to the pope, 
begging the Church of San Felice for the new institute, the intention was expressed of opening a 
house for missions in some of the provinces. This had a double object: to spread abroad the 
benefits produced by missions, and to ensure that these benefits produced by missions, might 
continue without interruption. So that on the return of those who from continual preaching were 
in need of repose, others should be able to take their place and sally out to the field of labor, thus 
keeping up an unbroken series of missions; leaving meanwhile the care of the faithful in the 
neighborhood of the mission house, to those who were resting at home.   

On Gaspar's arrival in Rome from Giano, he lost no time in devising means for founding 
other houses; and he especially occupied himself in seeking to erect a central house in Rome 
itself, as he did not fail to perceive that this would be very advantageous to the whole 
Congregation. But as difficulties arose with regard to the intended provincial houses he was 
obliged to forego them; and, as to the central house, although from the very first there were 
continual projects, yet, during his lifetime, not one was carried into effect. Hence for the space of 
three years the new institute had but the one foundation of Giano. But in 1819 Gaspar, who was 
so desirous of propagating the work, opened the second house at Pievetorina in the diocese of 
Camerino and shortly after the institute had a third, that of San Paolo at Albano. 

In the year 1821 the province of Marittima and Campagna was infested with a band of 
assassins who had secret correspondence with a similar band in the bordering kingdom of 
Naples. They dwelt in the woods and mountains, lived on rapine, plundered travellers, robbed the 
flocks, and captured many persons who were barbarously murdered if money were not 
immediately procured for their ransom. Terror reigned throughout the whole surrounding 
country; so much so, that persons of wealth left. Others, when they were obliged to travel, did so 
under a strong escort for fear of being captured and put to death. The ferocity of these monsters 



!  22

was literally brutal. It would be too repugnant to narrate the cruelties inflicted upon, and the 
murders of, persons of every kind without regard to age or sex. The government had often vainly 
attempted to repress them by force of arms; it offered large rewards to those who should deliver 
them into its power, but without success. It rigorously punished all who gave them assistance, 
with as little effect, for these did not dare to refuse obedience to the brigands through fear of their 
lives, though, at the same time, they ran the risk of capital punishment.   

In this wretched state of affairs the pope came to the conclusion that a sure method of 
putting an end to these barbarities would be to give to this savage race some moral culture by 
means of zealous missionaries. And turning his eyes to the new institution for missions, by a 
pontifical rescript of the 8th October of that year, he bade Gaspar open six houses in that infested 
province. The foundations of Terracina, Sonnino and Sermoneta quickly followed; a hospice was 
open in Velletri and then the houses of Frosinone and of Vallecorsa. The sixth foundation, by 
some chance, never took place. By the opening of these houses, by continually giving the 
spiritual exercises and missions they succeeded so well that the assassins desired to give 
themselves up of their own accord. The government afterwards was able to put an end to this 
disgrace. In this way the Congregation of which we are speaking was propagated; and as the 
difficulties and exertions of our zealous missionary, in these circumstances, may be easily 
imagined, we will not say a word of the subject.   

Not less were his care and anxiety to provide his Congregation with the necessary 
members. And, let the truth be said; although Gaspar from the time of his return to Rome from 
Giano was continually at work to obtain fresh associates, and, both by word of mouth and by his 
writings, excited those whom he judged suitable, to embrace the missionary life, nevertheless for 
sometime he could not succeed in gaining even one. And it is worthy of note that even the two 
who accompanied Bonanni to Giano, both left him from one cause or another. In this dearth of 
members Gaspar saw that his new institution instead of increasing, was in danger of dying in its 
infancy, and he strained every effort in its favor. And although he gained no fruit from all his 
labors yet he never lost courage. Trusting entirely in God, to whom it belongs to move the hearts 
of man, he renewed his solicitations with such zeal, that at last he gained two ecclesiastics, who 
joined Bonanni at Giano, and soon after, by means of the ministry, three others came to him. 
Thus it came to pass that he found fresh associates. And here we may say in truth, that it seemed 
as though Providence were playing with him; for it always gave him according to his need, and, 
most opportunely, just as he was on the point of starting a fresh foundation. Thus it always came 
to pass that he was able to provide the houses of the Congregation with missionaries, few in 
number it is true, but still sufficient to carry things on in a becoming manner, and at the same 
time to continue the missions. And in order that the associates collected might have the success 
in their work, he was very earnest in having them instructed and in infusing into them the spirit 
of the institute. Thus with all his activity he had such care for the propagation of the work of the 
missions, that, at his death he left 13 houses opened and sufficiently furnished with members. 
For these he provided the necessary means of living, and God was pleased to concur, in this 



!  23

matter also, in a wonderful manner.   
Gaspar did not overlook the fact that a moral body cannot attain to any perfection without 

laws, and he drew up a set of rules adapted to the end to which the Congregation was directed. 
These rules were similar to those he had made for the house at Giano. Then summoning several 
of his companions to a special conference he delivered to them the rules; and preceding by 
example he earnestly impressed upon all, the exact fulfillment of them. So it was at the end of his 
life after much experience, mature deliberation and continual prayer, that they were revised and 
brought to greater perfection.   

In order to afford greater facility to the young clergy in applying themselves to the life of 
the missions, in the year 1824 he opened, in the houses of his Congregation, a kind of 
ecclesiastical community, in which young men are instructed by means of a regular course of 
study, and are also trained in the offices corresponding to the state to which they are called. He 
drew up fitting rules for those who joined; and they, in their turn, increased the number of the 
missionaries. 

CHAPTER III 

GASPAR THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF HIS LIFE OCCUPIES HIMSELF, TO THE 
GREAT GAIN OF SOULS, IN GIVING MISSIONS 

From the moment in which our Canon heard from the lips of the Supreme Pontiff that it 
was God's will that he should dedicate himself to a missionary life, like a valiant soldier, he 
rushed to the battlefield and commenced an open war against sin and the devil. Having put his 
hand to the plough, he never ceased from assiduous labor. We have already narrated the manner 
in which he was employed up to the year 1815 in gaining souls to Christ. We will now see how 
he continued his struggles to the end of his days in this perilous war phase. 

The year 1815 was drawing to a close. Pius VII, desirous of affording some remedy to the 
havoc caused to the morals of the people by impiety, which through the vicissitudes of the times 
had been most diffused, ordered that, by means of his missions which were to be given in the 
principal towns of his States, every effort should be made to reclaim those who had gone astray 
and to bring them back to the way of salvation. He confided this duty to men of learning, of zeal 
and of virtue. Among them was Gaspar, who in order to give greater attention to this important 
work renounced the Canonship of San Marco. They soon left Rome, and, in December gave a 
mission at Benevento, and in the following January in Frosinone. In both places their efforts 



!  24

were attended with great success. In these Gaspar was only one of the workers, for another priest 
was appointed to direct the operations. But since the missionaries shortly after separated, in order 
to scatter the divine word in more places, he began to direct his own missions. Burning with love 
of God he came with some companions to preach in Civitavecchia, Rieti and Ancona. There he 
left behind him great fame, and much good will towards himself and his work of zeal. Then he 
gave missions at Bagnaia, Nettuno, Velletri and Cisterna with incredible spiritual benefit to the 
inhabitants of those towns. In the following year, 1817, he returned to Civitavecchia for the 
spiritual exercises. Then he gave missions at Cori, Sermoneta, Recanati, Loreto, Monefano and 
Civitanova, continuing his work in Rome between the periods of his preaching. 

But we should never come to an end were we to name all the cities, country towns, and 
villages, where the indefatigable missionary preached and labored for the space of 22 years. We 
will confine ourselves to saying that, in the different branches of the ministry, he traversed nearly 
the whole of the Papal States; i.e., the provinces of Ferrara, Ravenna, Forli, Urbino and Pesaro, 
Marittima and Compagna; besides those of the Marches, Umbria, Sabina, the Patrimony of Saint 
Peter, the Duchy of Benevento; and also many places in the kingdom of Naples, notably the 
provinces of Terra di Lavoro, Abruzzi and Puglia. In these places, full of zeal, he was employed 
day and night in the sanctification of others. It might be said that his life was one continual 
exercise of the ministry. His labors were one uninterrupted series and the end of one work was 
but the commencement of another. Thus he went from one place to another giving missions, 
often having to go long distances on foot.  More than once it happened that, seeing that time 
failed him either because he had appointments for other missions or because he was recalled to 
Rome, redoubling his efforts he gave exhortations in two neighboring places on the same day. He 
was unwilling to deprive the people of spiritual food, or to put off to another time the benefits 
they had asked of him. 

Attracted by the fame of the fruitful missions, persons, from near and from far, came in 
such crowds to hear him that the churches were not able to contain them; the sermons had to be 
given in the squares. Even these were completely filled. And as the voice of an apostolic man is a 
voice of power, the whole audience was vehemently moved. Throughout were heard the sound of 
weeping and frequent cries to God for mercy and pardon. Moreover we must not omit to mention 
that although these gatherings of people were so vast, yet never was there any accident to 
deplore. He had care and foresight in assigning places to his hearers and dividing them according 
to sex, that all was carried on in admirable order, and often the great multitude, all crowded but 
in order, was seen to obey him at the slightest sign. 

All the time that he had to spare was given to hearing confessions. He was so constant in 
this work that frequently, when the hour for preaching came, he left the confessional and at the 
end of the sermon returned immediately to his penitents. By his efforts the number of those who 
wished to be reconciled to God increased every day, so that 40 or 50 confessors had to be 
summoned, even from a distance, and they were barely sufficient to hear them all. It would fill 
one with joy, but at the same time with compassion, to see men and women waiting patiently for 



!  25

whole days around the confessionals to unburden themselves of their sins, leaving their work, 
bearing up with fatigue, want of sleep, hunger. They deemed themselves fortunate at being able 
to make their confession to one of the missionaries and happy indeed if they could do so to 
Gaspar himself. 

Amid these uninterrupted occupations he had the satisfaction not only of seeing obstinate 
sinners, women of ill fame, and persons who had given public scandal return to God, of 
witnessing the conversion of the leaders of iniquity. These, although prejudiced and illdisposed 
towards the apostolic ministry and those who exercised it, heard of Gaspar as being highly 
commended as a man of eloquence. They heard of his great culture, his being learned and versed 
in the Scriptures, and saw in him unblemished integrity, disinterestedness, zeal, mortification. At 
last they began to think that he would not be so fervently and incessantly employed in the 
welfare of others were he not fully penetrated with, and convinced of, that which he everywhere 
announced. Then although, against the common opinion, they did not look upon him as a 
extraordinary man, as a heavenly messenger, as an angel sent by God for the salvation of the 
people, yet they went to hear him anyway. And this certainly sufficed. For his words, issuing 
from a heart inflamed with divine love, like fiery darts, went straight from the ear to the heart 
and wounded it to salvation. And thus many were seen rushing to him, as to a physician, to be 
cured of their mortal diseases. They threw themselves, without restraint, at his feet even in 
public. He, as tenderly as a parent would act with his child, would raise them, console them, and 
help them to make their peace with God. When they came to him they found in him just such a 
man as their necessities required. He was wise in his counsels, energetic in his discourses, 
prudent in his actions, efficacious in his prayers, powerful in persuasion, kind in his admonitions, 
patient in listening to them. They blessed the Almighty for having sent him. 

It is not to be wondered at that, on his leaving the place which had cost him so much 
exertion, in which he had sustained such laborious duties, and shown such industrious good will 
in disseminating the divine word, the harvest reaped should appear in the cessation of 
blasphemies and perjuries, in the extinction of enmities, in the appeasing of quarrels, in the 
dissolution of guilty friendships, in restitution of illgotten goods, in the avoidance of occasions of 
sin, in the renunciations of errors, in the introduction of piety, in the practice of virtue and in the 
frequent approach to the sacraments. An incredible change was observed in the conduct of all 
persons. 

CHAPTER IV 

METHOD ADOPTED BY GASPAR IN THE MISSIONS  AND AFTERWARDS OBSERVED 
BY THE MISSIONARIES OF THE CONGREGATION 

It will not be distasteful to the reader if, after having spoken of the apostolate which our 
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zealous missionary exercised for so long a time and with so much fruit, we now describe, in 
detail, the method which he followed and which he afterwards prescribed for the associates of his 
Congregation. Gaspar, in tracing out his method, followed in the steps of the great missionaries 
of later times; such as, the two Segneri, Baldinucci, Pinamonti, and to omit others, St. Alphonsus 
Liguori, St. Francis Jerome and Bl. Leonard of Port Maurice. 

Reciting psalms or other prayers the preachers came to the gate of the city or of the place 
where the mission was to be held. At the appointed hour, the bishop or his representative, the 
secular and regular clergy, the confraternities, and the magistrates came there in procession to 
meet them. The missionaries knelt at the foot of the ecclesiastical superior and he consigned to 
them the care of souls, handing them the crucifix. Having thus implored a blessing, the director 
of the mission intoned the psalm Laudate pueri Dominum. At each verse the people responded: 
"Forever praised be the name of Jesus and Mary."  To the joyful pealing of the bells, the 
procession wended its way to the church. There the missionaries first adored the Blessed 
Sacrament, sought the aid of Heaven with the Veni Sancte Spiritus, visited the shrine of the 
Blessed Virgin, recommending their work to her motherly heart, and then ascended the platform. 
They chanted with the people: In the name of the Father, etc, and the Hail Mary; the director then 
remained on the platform alone and gave the opening sermon. This first discourse varied 
according to circumstances. It always set the tone of the mission and the special grace which 
God imparts to the people in directing His mercy to them by means of the mission, and 
indicating the hour at which the next sermon would be preached. 

Very early in the morning Mass was celebrated, during which the people recited the little 
Rosary of the Precious Blood. Then one of the Fathers of the mission gave an instruction on the 
Commandments.  Immediately after, the Holy Sacrifice was again offered and, after the Gospel, 
some little episode relating to Our Lady was narrated with the object of inspiring confidence in 
the patronage of so powerful and loving a mother. During the second Mass they recited the Acts 
and the Rosary, and sang the litany of Loreto; then the people were blessed with the relic of the 
Blessed Virgin and dismissed. Meanwhile the missionaries were hearing confessions. At 
appointed hours they taught Christian doctrine in other churches. Together with the parish priests 
and other ecclesiastics, they gave instructions to boys and girls, preparing those whom they 
found fit for their first confession and Communion.  

At midday the missionaries returned to their lodging and spent some time together in 
meditation. After their frugal repast there was the reading of the Holy Scriptures and other 
spiritual books. Then they conversed on matters relating to their work. They then rested for a 
little time, and after that, all returned to the church to hear confessions. In due time, at the sound 
of the bell, followed an instruction on Confession and Communion. Then there was the principal 
sermon of the day, which was always preached by Gaspar himself and which terminated with the 
public recitation of a fervent act of contrition. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament brought the 
exercises of the day to a close, and the faithful were dismissed saying the Rosary. Things were 
always arranged in such a way that women from a distance might reach home before dark. About 
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the hour of the Ave Maria (the evening Angelus) the Fathers left the church, carrying the 
Crucifix, and passed through the different quarters of the town singing hymns appropriate to the 
sermon. In the squares, or at the most frequented spots, they gave exhortations to penance, which 
often resulted in great conversions. Then, leading the men back to the church, they gave a short 
repetition of what had been said during the day and encouraged them to a good life. When this 
was finished, the missionaries retired for a time to their lodgings. They heard confessions of men 
till the hour arranged in the order of the day, which, for greater convenience, was posted in all 
the public places. 

At the principal sermon, and also at the evening discourse, the missionaries were 
accustomed to take the discipline. This, in some cases, was considered as the real weapon of 
apostolic men for wounding the hearts of their audience, and for gaining any fruit from their 
exertions. Thus, after the discipline, a fresh fervor was aroused and many conversions were 
obtained. Besides this, in order to draw souls to the spirit of Christian mortification, a procession 
of penance was frequently organized, in which those who took part in it, scourged themselves. 
Gaspar was also in the habit of uniting to the sermons, when the place and circumstances 
permitted, other sacred functions. There were those of penance, and those of triumph. Thus he 
got his audience moved to consider the truths they had heard, to be penetrated with, and to be 
convinced of the wickedness of their sins, and animated to hope for pardon and to lead a new 
life. The novelty and beauty to these functions also served to draw people, even from distant 
parts, to the sermons. At each mission thousands of persons were to be seen attentive to his 
words. Although the brevity of this sketch of Gaspar's life does not allow of many details, yet a 
short description of these functions will not be out of place. 

When the sermon on hell was finished and the people moved to contrition, then, suddenly 
and with great pomp, the statue of the Blessed Virgin made its appearance. It was preceded by 
the clergy, by the brothers of the different sodalities with lighted torches and olive branches in 
their hands, and by a banner surrounded by clerics or specially chosen youths, scattering 
variegated flowers. The preacher in the meantime reminded them how often already this most 
tender Mother had turned aside the punishments merited by our sins. By her prayers, she had 
suspended the thunderbolts of anger in the hand of her son. Now she came in good time to 
reconcile us with Him. 

At another sermon, when it could be done in a becoming manner, the Blessed Sacrament 
was carried in procession accompanied by the clergy, robed and holding lighted tapers, and 
singing hymns of benediction and praise. The preachers explained how this was in reparation for 
the injuries offered to Jesus Christ by those who blaspheme It, or receive Him unworthily in 
Holy Communion. And whether it was the image of Our Lady or the Blessed Sacrament, and 
whether it was taken in procession through the streets or merely inside the church, Gaspar, by a 
short and fervent allocution, stirred up, most efficaciously, the hearts of all to the love of Jesus 
and Mary. After the sermon on peace the ecclesiastics issued forth two by two in surplice and 
stole, and while they, on their knees, embraced the feet of the crucifix, at the same time two of 
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the missionaries, of whom Gaspar was one, kissed the feet of the priests. The people were often 
so moved at the ceremony that they cried out: "Peace with God, peace with all, peace for ever!" 
This touching function was repeated, with a little variety, in the evening. It frequently served to 
reconcile persons who had, up to that time, lived in open enmity. Later on in the evening, the 
bells were rung as on a festival; a recommendation having been given in the sermon, that on their 
ringing the members of each family should ask pardon of each other, and that all previous ill 
feelings should be entirely forgotten. 

The better to reclaim souls to an exact fulfillment of their respective duties, Gaspar used, 
during the missions, to give, besides the sermons, conferences to the clergy, to nuns, to students 
of the seminaries, to members of sodalities, to gentlemen, to ladies, to prisoners, to the sick in the 
hospitals, according to circumstances. In this way he had, not infrequently, to preach six or seven 
times, on various subjects, on the same day. Nor did he leave those who were ill at home without 
some spiritual food. He had Holy Communion brought to them solemnly, and animated them 
with few but fervent words to a worthy reception of Jesus in the Sacrament. He also made use of 
the opportunity to enliven the faith of the people towards the Holy Eucharist. For this reason he 
recommended that when the Viaticum was taken to the dying all should accompany It, and that 
they who were able should do so with lighted candles, in honor of Jesus in the Sacrament. In 
many places this excellent practice was introduced. Besides these things and many others, which 
must be omitted for the sake of brevity, Gaspar gave, in the places near the missions, little 
exhortations called "visiting sermons", to excite in those that dwelt there, the desire that they, 
also, might have a share in the mercy of God. 

Towards the close of the mission the First Communion of the children took place. It was 
done with such festive preparations that they would recall that happy moment the rest of their 
lives. On other separate days there were general Communions, first of women, then of men, amid 
sweet hymns and fervent exhortations. At the earnest and tender words of Gaspar, all burst into 
abundant tears of sorrow and love. When the last day arrived, he had burnt in the square the 
obscene books and other objects which had been occasions of sin to the people. The forbidden 
weapons, which converted sinners had for the love of Mary given up to the confessors or 
missionaries, were broken. Then in some conspicuous place, one or more crosses were planted, 
in order that the memory of God's mercies during the mission might be kept alive, and that each 
one might recall the good resolutions he had made. Finally a discourse, called the "recollection", 
was pronounced. And after the papal blessing was given, the Te Deum was chanted in 
thanksgiving. Then to avoid the visits and salutations which would have been showered upon 
them, they went away privately; leaving all with peace in the heart and with regret that the 
mission has so speedily come to a conclusion. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS, CONNECTED WITH HIS PREACHING 
BESTOWED BY GOD UPON GASPAR 

Besides the ordinary good qualities found in many of those who give themselves to 
preaching, Gaspar had received from God special gifts which distinguished him from all others. 
And this was well known not merely to those who from slight acquaintance or over credulity 
might have been deceived but to persons of prudence and circumspection and on that account 
worthy of belief. And moreover it was the general opinion. We will cite the authority of St. 
Vincenzo Maria Strambi, bishop of Macerata and Tolentino, a man of singular holiness and 
learning. He was a fellow missionary of Gaspar at Camerino, and had listened to all the sermons 
of his companion; and he frequently said: "God speaks by the mouth of Canon del Bufalo." And 
Monsignor Gazzoli, bishop of Todi, who was considered a pious and learned ecclesiastic, not 
only called him an extraordinary man, but even spoke of him as missus a Deo. To tell the truth, 
Gaspar, sent from God, possessed to a wonderful degree the power of language. Had he not 
possessed it to such an extent, he never could have said what he did say, or have spoken with 
such perfect selfcontrol, with such a force, with such a flow of ideas and reasonings, that it was 
truly a pleasure to hear him. So fluent was he, and at the same time so solid, that it could almost 
be said that he uttered more things than words. His eloquence might well be compared to a noble 
river, which flows on in the length and breadth of its course, ever rich, ever increasing from the 
abundance of its waters. What was most surprising was that he never repeated a thought or word 
that had once been uttered. He always progressed with equal strength of style, causing his 
learners to suppose that his sermons were most carefully prepared, corrected, and committed to 
memory. They admired this extraordinary gift. A proof of his great eloquence is found in that 
many had heard him preach for two hours or more, shortly after they heard him begin again on 
other subjects. They went to other places where he was giving missions on purpose to hear him. 
And they found that the same subjects were treated by him in a different manner, but with the 
same richness of language and force of reasoning. They were forced to acknowledge that he was 
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no ordinary orator. 

If Gaspar was considered to be of extraordinary eloquence in his sermons, he was also 
generally held to be unapproachable in his conferences, especially in those addressed to the 
clergy and the gentlemen. He spoke as a theologian, as a canonist, as a philosopher, as a lawyer, 
according to the occasion. His voice and his action were suited to the sentiments. He was so 
guarded in his words that even when he touched the heart through the passions, no one could 
ever take the slightest offense. He was therefore called a man of unusual tact, an ark of 
knowledge, an angel of salvation, one filled with the spirit of God. According to the capacity of 
his audience, he mingled much erudition in his speech, if he considered that this would help to 
convince them. In addressing the clergy he made constant use of the Scriptures, of the Fathers, of 
the Doctors, of the Councils, and his citations were so ready and appropriate, that one was never 
tired of hearing him, however long he continued speaking. On these occasions he would 
paraphrase one of the psalms, and in doing so, his learning was shown in the ease and ability 
with which he accommodated the meaning of the Sacred Text to his argument. Both in his 
sermons and in his conferences he was very skilled at introducing digressions. At times, he 
would launch out of the argument so naturally, that the digression appeared to be interwoven 
with the context. Then he would return to his point in such a manner, that even the learned could 
scarcely perceive the interruption. The cheerfulness of his countenance, his composure, his 
modest demeanor, his very looks were sufficient to win over the hearts and good will of those 
that heard him. His mere presence would reclaim them to a sense of duty and compunction. In 
fact, it is related that a conversion was effected by a person simply listening to his sermon on 
religion, although unable to understand any of the arguments adduced. 

Occasionally he lost his voice during a discourse. This happened either from overfatigue 
or from the influence of the weather. But even this turned to his advantage. At Castellone, near 
Gaeta, his voice failed him in this way at the beginning of the sermon. Even those who were 
quite close to him could not hear a word. He then turned with confidence to Our Blessed Lady 
and scarcely had he breathed an Ave Maria that he recovered so completely that he was distinctly 
heard by all. At this event the audience broke into loud cries of love and gratitude to God and to 
the Blessed Virgin. Towards the end of his life he lost and regained his voice so frequently, that 
the recovery ceased to be looked upon as anything extraordinary. 

His sermons were also heard at a marvellous distance. At three miles from Cerreto, in the 
diocese of Fabriano, a peasant, who was keeping the flocks, heard him distinctly, and he was so 
struck that he immediately took the habit of St. Francis under the name of Brother Antonio of 
Cerreto. During the same mission he was heard by Carlo Malatesta at a distance of a mile and a 
half, and by Sebastiano Cola at a distance of two miles. In Matelica, a woman, three miles away, 
who was both aged and deaf, heard every word of his sermon. Nor could these wonderful 
occurrences be attributed by any means to the echo, for the persons were situated in opposite 
directions. 

At Comacchio, once, he was proclaiming the divine word in Italian, and two German 
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soldiers, though utterly ignorant of that language, came and listened. So clearly did they 
understand what he said, that one of them, a Protestant, was much surprised. He was so moved 
by the truths he had heard, that he acknowledged his errors, renounced them, and entered the 
bosom of the true church. 

At Nocera he was preaching in the square during the mission. It began to rain, and so the 
people were preparing to leave. Gaspar called upon them not to mind the rain but to remain 
where they were, and they obeyed. Then he blessed the air with the image of the Blessed Virgin 
and at once the shower ceased. Although, during the sermon, there was heavy rain all round, yet 
not a drop fell in the square. 

In Chiaravalle, where he was discoursing in the open air, a violent storm arose quite 
suddenly. The wind raged with force, as to cause fear lest the platform should be blown down. 
The ropes, which held the great awning extended overhead, were broken, and strong men were 
no longer able to manage it. Among the people, and there were several thousand present, the 
murmurings rose loud. Gaspar, unmoved, asked them to trust in God. After a short prayer on his 
part, the storm was chased away, as though by command. The wind ceased, and the everything 
became quiet. In that mission a great number of hardened sinners and of unbelievers returned to 
God. 

At Cisterna, on the close of the mission, the people who had come from Velletri for the 
papal Benediction were on the point of returning in procession. But the sky was covered with 
clouds, a heavy storm was close at hand, and it had already begun to rain. They were considering 
putting off the journey for awhile, for they had to go about eight miles. But Gaspar exhorted 
them to have confidence in the Blessed Virgin and he blessed the air with a small statue of her 
which he always carried with him on the mission. Then he gave it to them to carry with them in 
procession, as a safeguard. Full of trust in Mary they set out. Though there was continual thunder 
and lightning on the road, and it seemed as if the cataracts of heaven were about to open upon 
them, and more that once a few drops fell, yet they reached the church of Velletri dry. But hardly 
had the last person got under shelter, when the rain fell in torrents, and the rain lasted a 
considerable time. 

When giving a mission at Fiammenga, near Foligno, Gaspar and the people were going in 
a procession of penance, to a little church at some distance. It began to rain heavily while they 
were in open country, and many were preparing to run home. Then Gaspar, mounted on a raised 
spot, moved the people to confidence in God. Not only did the rain cease at his first words, but 
moreover on the instantaneous clearing, they observed, to their great amazement, three 
resplendent stars, although it was clear daylight, shining directly over his head. The procession 
was reformed, and made its way to the church. Passing over other facts of a similar nature, we 
will conclude with the following. When Gaspar was giving a mission at Meldola, a district of 
Forli, he was seen, at one and the same moment hearing confessions and preaching to the people. 
This caused very great amazement; and it was verified by persons going several time from one 
place to the other. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SOME OF THE CHIEF CONVERSIONS RESULTING FROM GASPAR'S MISSIONS 

The apostolic labors of del Bufalo were everywhere rewarded, as will appear from what 
had already been narrated, by great gain of souls. People were touched through his means by 
divine grace. They retraced their steps from the way of perdition, and turned to the right path. 
They kept themselves so constant in it, it proved that the fruit they derived from him was not 
passing but permanent. And after a lapse of many years persons might be heard blessing the 
moment in which God had deigned to send him for their conversion. But it is not our intention, 
here, to speak of ordinary conversions, nor of those, more frequent, obtained through the means 
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of general confessions, nor of persons who had concealed sins from their early years, nor of 
others of the same kind; but of conversions of a special nature, such as are not of frequent 
occurrence.   

At Benevento, where a mission was being held, there was a band of young men, 17 in 
number, whose mind and heart were completely ruined by the false doctrine of atheism. One may 
easily imagine what was their belief and what were their morals. By some happy chance they 
came to hear Gaspar. Sixteen of them were so convinced by the truths announced by him with 
such energy and force of reasoning, that, in an instant, their eyes were opened to the light of 
truth. They abjured the false doctrines which they had hitherto so warmly professed. The 
seventeenth remained for some time further in his error. But, at last, even he acknowledged 
himself conquered and cast himself, repentant, at the feet of the confessor.   

In another city of the Papal States, certain persons were members of one of these sects 
which are a cause of ruin to many souls. It happened that these persons came to hear Gaspar just 
as he was discussing that very sect. His words enabled them to see the error into which they had 
unfortunately fallen. They renounced their heresy, and put an end to their evil ways and lived, 
henceforward, as good Christians. On another occasion also he obtained the conversion of a 
sectary. But he was not satisfied with being converted himself. He went immediately around to 
the neighboring places, where he knew that there were others under the same delusions as he had 
been. He went with the intention of making his conversion known and of inviting them to follow 
his example. He returned to be present at the general Communion of the same mission in order to 
make public his having joined the true faith. It was manifest to all that he was firm and sincere.   

Two young ladies and two young men of fashion, all wellknown for their dissipated life, 
heard the servant of God discoursing on the vanity and short duration of the things of the earth. 
They were so penetrated with this truth, that one of the men embraced the ecclesiastical state and 
the other entered a monastery. The ladies took the religious habit in two penitential institutions 
and, thank God, are all living in great perfection. Elsewhere, another lady who had, for many 
years, been given to great dissipation, heard him reason on the shortness of life. She was so 
moved by what she heard, that, returning to herself, she left the delicacy and pomp of the world. 
She gave herself up to a life of piety, of edification and of good works. At another place, a young 
man was converted at the beginning of the mission and gave himself, at once, to the exercise of 
works of mercy and piety. And it was well for him that he did so; for he died at the end of the 
same mission, and expired with great resignation and happiness.   

A soldier of the town of Sora was leading a life of utter worthlessness and not only did he 
give no thought to the welfare of his soul, but he considered a Christian life to be dishonorable 
and contemptible. Nevertheless he went to hear Gaspar, who was giving the spiritual exercises at 
Sora. The sermons produced such an effect upon him that he passed the rest of his days in good 
works and in the daily frequentation of the sacraments, and died with the reputation of great 
holiness.   

The indefatigable missionary was preaching elsewhere. A certain man, well known for his 
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licentiousness, although he did not attend the mission, yet, from his own house, listened to his 
discourse on immorality. This sufficed for him to conceive the greatest horror of his crimes. It 
caused him to give up the foul vice to which he had abandoned himself, and from that moment 
he became a model of virtue.   

At Zagarolo, a lady, whose daughter had been killed, some years before, by a young man, 
was incensed against the cause of her child's death. She was so confirmed in her hatred, that all 
attempts to bring about a reconciliation, no matter on what conditions, had failed. She could not 
even bear to hear the man's name. This reached the ears of Gaspar while he was giving a mission 
in that town. He asked the lady to come to him. Leading the conversation, gradually, to the 
forgiveness of injuries, he spoke so effectively on the subject, that she, at once laying aside all 
rancor, readily consented to, and persevered in, a reconciliation.   

A young woman, during one of the missions, was sincerely converted to God. Not long 
after she was stricken with a serious malady and brought to the point of death. In this state it was 
a great consolation to hear how she thanked God for his mercy in allowing her to return, in good 
time, to the right path. She asked that, in order to give public testimony to her conversion and 
subsequent happiness, that her body, after death, should be clothed in the same dress, and that the 
same crown of thorns be put on her head, as she had worn at the general Communion of the 
mission. In this guise she was buried. On the other hand, another young woman, much given to 
pleasure, was taken with death in the very act of deriding the mission, its instructions, and devout 
practices.   

While Gaspar, always full of zeal for the salvation of souls, gave a mission at Rieti and 
preached on the general judgment. He spoke particularly on the terrible consternation which it 
will cause. It appeared as though God wished to confirm what was being announced by his 
faithful minister. For although the sky was perfectly clear, yet, to the amazement of the crowded 
audience, a bright streak of lightning was seen to shoot rapidly round the interior of the church. It 
caused much fear but did no harm. It effected in the hearts of all a great feeling of compunction.   

He was giving a mission in a town of the Papal States, and two days before its close he 
asked a well known ecclesiastic if, by chance, he was acquainted with a certain person of 
position in the neighborhood. When he received an affirmative answer, he asked the priest, upon 
some pretext or other, to get the person to come into the garden adjoining the house of the 
Fathers. This was done. Gaspar, having received timely notice of it, walked into the garden, with 
his Breviary under his arm, and found the two together drinking. He asked if he might join them. 
"Certainly," answered the ecclesiastic; who, in going off to fetch a glass, heard his friend ask: 
"What does this imposter want?"  At the same time he turned his back on Gaspar and gave his 
attention to the flowers. This man had taken a great part in the political disturbances of the time, 
and had persisted in his evil principles. He had, till then, kept clear of the mission and the 
missionaries. Gaspar frankly accosted him, and said a few words to him privately. When the 
priest returned with the glass, Gaspar, taking the gentleman's arm, said that they would drink 
later. The two entered a room and were for a long time together. Then Gaspar went to preach and 
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the other to hear him for the first time. They returned and remained together till late. The same 
happened on the following day and also on the last day of the mission, when the person in 
question received communion publicly with great edification. After this he led a very Christian 
and exemplary life. He frequently related, openly, how Canon del Bufalo, on their first meeting 
in the garden, had in a few words, made such an impression upon him that he was unable to 
resist.   

At Albano a young girl on hearing Gaspar's sermons, felt her heart so entirely detached 
from earthly things, that, when she arrived at the fitting age, she consecrated herself to God in 
religion, and is now leading a most edifying and holy life.   

Passing over many other wonderful conversions obtained by Gaspar in the course of his 
ministry, we will say, nevertheless that in the midst of so many consolations with which God 
encouraged him to labor on in his difficult and toilsome apostolate, there were not wanting many 
crosses to bear, many trials to support. There were criticisms, contradictions, satires, sarcasms, 
and many others of a similar character. But he referred the consolations entirely to God as the 
author of all good. Calmly and joyfully he embraced and applied himself to the difficulties. For 
Gaspar knew very well, and bore ever in mind, that in this world, the life of the disciple cannot 
be different from that of his Divine Master.     
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CHAPTER VII 

WONDERFUL EVENTS THAT ACCOMPANIED GASPAR'S PREACHING 

God was pleased to bless the efforts of our zealous missionary, and at times he 
accompanied his exercises of the ministry with the most wonderful occurrences; and we will 
relate a few of them here.   

When the mission which had been given at Terzo della Pieve, in the diocese of Spoleto 
was over, Gaspar and his companions returned home to Giano. They were met on the way by a 
woman carrying in her arms her little son, eight years of age, and named Angelo Proietti. He had 
received a severe wound in the foot from a scythe. The woman begged Gaspar to give the child 
his blessing; he did so with the crucifix, and went his way. On returning home and arriving at the 
foot of the stair case the child asked to be set down; he then mounted the stairs as though nothing 
had happened to him, and walked without any difficulty.   

While he was giving the mission at Mergo, in the diocese of Camerino, a woman, 
suffering from contracted sinews, was carried to his confessional and earnestly begged to be 
cured. He exhorted her to recommend herself with confidence to St. Francis Xavier and told her 
to visit a statue exposed on one of the altars of the church. He gave her his blessing and 
dismissed her in God's name. On her way to the altar the woman found herself, to her great 
astonishment, completely cured. Giuseppe Schiaffini of Ariccia, in the diocese of Albano, was 
then 17 years of age. Although he was supported by his mother and was leaning on a stick, he 
could hardly move his legs. He was cured in the same way. As soon as Gaspar had blessed him 
with the crucifix he began to walk by himself and in a short time obtained the perfect use of his 
limbs.   

Francesco Cataldi, of Cori near Velletri, assisted in the church where a mission was being 
held. When he put a candle into a chandelier, he pierced his finger with a nail. The wound bled a 
good deal and caused him acute pain. A procession was on the point of starting and the young 
man declined to carry the Cross on account of the pain. Gaspar encouraged him, told him to trust 
in Our Lady, and to recite three times the Hail Mary. Francesco with good will did all that he was 
told and carried the Cross in the procession. But, while walking, the bandage became unfastened 
and he found that the wound was completely healed.   

While our Canon was giving the mission at Campoli, in the diocese of Sora, he was 
called upon to visit a certain Bernardino de Benedictis who was serious ill. He went directly and 
found him unconscious and on the point of death. His relatives were weeping at his bedside and 
his mother was disconsolate. They all turned to Gaspar and implored him to pray for the recovery 
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of the dying man. He was moved at the sight of such affliction and addressing himself to the 
mother said: "Do you really wish him to be cured? Trust in St. Francis Xavier." He then blessed, 
with a relic of the saint, the water which the sick man was to drink, and touched his head with the 
image of St. Francis. From that moment the recovery set in, and in a very few days Bernardino 
was restored to health.   

With the same relic he blessed one of his missionaries. Because of an inflammation of the 
foot he was unable to walk without great effort, and at the same instant he was cured. The 
Archpriest of Canonica, near Rimini, was seriously ill. On receiving Gaspar's blessing he quickly 
recovered. He did the same at Frosinone, for the priest Don Pasquale Aloisi de Alatri, who was 
suffering from gout, paralysis and general weakness. He was speedily cured of all his suffering, 
was enabled to join the Congregation, and spent many years in giving missions.   

In one of the missions, the parish priest of the place begged Gaspar to pray for the 
recovery of a certain youth whom the physicians had already declared to be in consumption. 
Gaspar promised to do so and desired him to tell the father that he should give 12 cloaks to the 
brothers of the Oratory of St. Francis Xavier, and trust in the powerful intercession of the Saint. 
The father of the invalid thought of the cost of the 12 cloaks rather too much, and caused only six 
to be made. His son improved slightly, but was not yet cured. The parish priest returned to 
Gaspar and requested him to pray still more fervently. Del Bufalo asked if the father had 
followed the directions he had given. On hearing that only six cloaks had been given Gaspar 
replied that he should give the other six. And, indeed, hardly was the gift of the full number 
given, when the youth was completely cured.   

On the occasion of the mission at Spello, the good Father determined to have a 
procession at night time. For this it was necessary to light up the church. As they could not afford 
the expense of all the necessary wax, Gaspar, together with a priest of the place, resolved to get a 
number of candles on condition of restoring them and paying for the quantity of wax that should 
be consumed. On these terms they hired candles from three different shops, for they required a 
great number of lights. All the candles burnt for about two hours and a half. They had all been 
previously marked by the respective owners, and on the following day they were returned. The 
first handler on receiving back his packet, weighed the candles, then weighed them again and to 
his great surprise found, instead of a decrease, an increase in weight of three ounces. The second 
handler, after weighing his packet several times, found the same increase of three ounces. The 
third also found that his packet of candles weighed three ounces more that when it had left the 
shop; and his astonishment was all the greater when he heard that the same thing had happened 
to the other two. They all perceived that this occurrence was above the order of nature. And, at 
last, they told Gaspar what had taken place. He answered smilingly: "Let us thank St. Francis 
Xavier for it."   

At Senola, and also at Bassiano, Gaspar was asked to bless an olive tree which for several 
years had not produced any fruit. He did so, and the following year it bore in abundance. In 
many places where he gave the spiritual exercises, he impressed upon the country people that, 
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for those few days, they should not work in the fields, They should attend, in the first place, to 
the welfare of their souls and come to the mission. He assured them that those that followed his 
advice, instead of losing, should gather a more copious harvest. And, indeed, the event proved 
the truth to his words. Those who had listened to his advice and attended the mission obtained, in 
proportion, a more fruitful crop than those who, through timidity, had stayed away.   

By these and other similar wonders God was pleased to accompany the unceasing labors 
which Gaspar underwent for His glory and for the salvation of souls.   

CHAPTER VIII 

THE MEANS ADOPTED BY GASPAR  
TO RENDER THE FRUIT OF THE MISSIONS PERMANENT 

If to the heart of the untiring missionary every suffering was sweet, every labor light, 
every cross endeared to him in the exercise of the apostolic ministry, in which he had obtained so 
many and such surprising conversions; so also was he most anxious that the fruits of his labors 
should be lasting. He feared that the souls which, during the missions, has been reconciled to 
God, would, little by little, lose their fervor. Then, yielding to the force of bad habit and of the 
occasions of sin, they would return to their old manner of life. And so he worked with all his 
strength, during the mission, to establish some good works in order that those who had fallen 
might be removed from danger. Of these works we will give a few examples. 

In the first place he instituted for men, where it did not already exist, an evening oratory 
modelled on the one in Rome commonly called the Oratory of Father Caravita. For he knew full 
well the very great benefit which it brings to souls. These were his words on the subject: "The 
great good produced by means of the holy oratory cannot be adequately described in words. It 
frees very many persons from occasions of sin and draws them from dangerous entertainments. It 
affords the means of confession to numbers of men, who either cannot go during the day, or have 
a certain feeling of shame in doing so. In the quiet and silence, oh! how the Holy Name of God is 
glorified, that Name, to the honor of which should ever be directed the unceasing exertions and 
chants of the minister of Christ." 

Where it was suitable, he instituted a congregation for gentlemen and another for ladies; 
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so that in separate churches, closed for the time to others, they might each month recollect 
themselves in prayer, frequent the sacraments and listen to the word of God. 

He erected, under the patronage of St. Francis Xavier, a confraternity for men. He 
particularly recommended those who were enrolled in it, to promote the joining and the 
frequenting of the evening oratory. He encouraged them to accompany, in the dress of the 
confraternity, the priests who gave the exhortations, to assist at the evening services of the 
Oratory and to do all that was necessary that the good work should prosper. 

He founded a second confraternity for women, called the Confraternity of the Sisters of 
Charity. Their duty was to collect alms for the sick poor, to relieve them and help them in all 
their wants. They were to visit them often, encourage them in their sufferings and excite them to 
resignation to the will of God. 

A third confraternity, under the patronage of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, was for youths. It had 
for its object that they should form themselves after the model of the saint, and through his 
intercession, they should keep watch over themselves, by means of prayer and mortification, in 
order to preserve the beautiful virtue of purity. 

Lastly he established a fourth, for girls, called the Confraternity of the Children of Mary. 
These he placed under the powerful patronage of the great Mother of God. They were to 
endeavor to keep from all sin, to be diligent at prayer, to frequent the sacraments, to be occupied 
in work of some kind, to be retired, to be constant in the exercise of virtue, and, in general, to 
conduct themselves as true daughters of so great and so noble a Lady. 

Besides these Gaspar erected, in some places, a confraternity for the country people to 
unite together on days of festival, in order that even these might not be at a loss, on such days, 
for the means of doing good through the exercise of works of piety. They too needed to have the 
salutary food of the word of God; for the peasants were always employed, during the whole 
week, in agricultural labor. 

For these pious works he had printed appropriate little books, in which were described 
the different rules for the formation of each confraternity. There were also other books to ensure 
that the confraternity was being properly carried on and to regulate the fulfillment of the various 
duties undertaken by the members. 

When, in any place, there had already been erected some confraternity, or other pious 
work, which in course of time, had fallen off, he turned his attention to it and sought by every 
possible means to revive it. He encouraged those enrolled to frequent it, making known the 
advantages to be gained by attending the devotions, and so on. He also did all in his power to 
promote any other good works which he found in a flourishing state. For his one aim was, that all 
should serve God from their heart, and should further their own sanctification, no matter by what 
means they did so. 

But because every pious work has need of some one to direct it, therefore his special 
anxiety was to erect the Confraternity of the Apostles. It was composed of pious and edifying 
ecclesiastics to whom was committed the vigilant direction of the evening oratory and of the 
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other good works. To this Confraternity of the Apostles he committed, also, other branches of the 
ministry, in order that the associates might, by word and example, stimulate the people to do 
good and to remain firm in their resolutions. They were charged, in the first place, to fulfill on 
certain days what was prescribed for their own spiritual progress. They were to give their 
attention especially to the young, by drawing them from danger and guiding them in the way of 
virtue. They were to encourage them to assist the parish clergy in teaching the catechism, in 
visiting the sick and the imprisoned. In short, they were to do all that might tend to keep alive the 
fervor to which, with much difficulty they had been aroused during the mission. In those places 
where it was not possible to establish the Confraternity of the Apostles, he did not fail to 
recommend, warmly, to the rector of the parish, or some other priest, the direction of those pious 
works which he had been able to institute there, and which he had found more adapted to the 
place and more practical. 

Moreover in order that the memory of God's mercy during the mission might the better be 
retained by the people, he took care that, in the most frequented street, statues of the Madonna 
should be placed. Those already existing were repaired, and he asked that at night a taper should 
be burned before them. On the doors of the houses he had the most holy names of Jesus and 
Mary inscribed, in order that, both on coming in and on going out, each one should easily and 
frequently call to mind the promise he had made to God of leading a good and truly Christian 
life. On publications he had affixed, as a reproof to blasphemers a fly leaf with Blessed be God 
upon it, and, on another, God sees us, Eternity. 

These and others of the same kind, were the means which he tried to render the effects of 
the missions firm and lasting. Thus wherever he had been, there was always found perseverance 
in good among all classes. 

CHAPTER IX 

GASPAR'S ZEAL IN PROMOTING THE GLORY OF THE  
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 

From his earliest years Gaspar had shown a most tender devotion towards the Infinite 
Price of man's redemption. This ever increased in him and at last became his first and most 
cherished thought. He once wrote this to a devout nun: "I feel devotion to Mary increase in me, 
but as to devotion to the Precious Blood, I cannot express it! ... Would that I could, even with my 
own blood, propagate, still wider, this beautiful devotion!" On another occasion he expressed 
himself in the same way: "I would that I had a thousand tongues to soften every heart towards 
the Most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, and I earnestly desire that my soul may be ever more 
and more penetrated with devotion towards It." 
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The wickedness of the times in which he was living increased his yearning to see this 
desire fulfilled. He found everywhere a war made against the Crucified, a terrible flood of sin, a 
spirit of irrreligion which raised its proud head, and was gaining ground and triumphing. There 
was a shameful profanation of the churches and of the most august mysteries. With reason he 
trembled at the thought of the fearful chastisements of God that would fall upon man. But, he 
kept in mind that the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, which had once been the price of universal 
redemption from the slavery of the devil, would be of great avail to disarm the anger of God. 
Spreading devotion to It among the people, would be a curb placed on the wickedness of the 
impious. He made up his mind, and set to work to spread this devotion. "Libertines," he wrote in 
one of his letters, "hating the Catholic religion, make open war against it by committing crimes 
and sins without number, ... Now, zeal for the glory of God ought, like a fire, to burn, in a holy 
manner, in every soul. By reproducing in the soul the glories of the Crucified, it will open the 
fountains of mercy by the application of the merits of the Precious Blood. It is precisely that 
same Precious Blood which is to appease the justice of the Eternal Father; Pacificans per 
sanguinem crucis ejus ... ipsi vicerunt draconem propter sanguinem Agni." And for this reason 
he used often to say that devotion to the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ was the weapon of the 
times. 

With this conviction he bound himself by vow to God to do all in his power to spread this 
devotion. To this end he commenced reading, accurately and attentively, the Holy Scriptures and 
the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, to gather the beautiful passages in them respecting this 
august mystery. He wanted to adorn his understanding with them and also to obtain ample matter 
for his discourses on the subject. But it was on the missions that his tender affection was more 
than ever inflamed. This Precious Blood spoke, as it were, by his lips and worked in him as 
though miraculously. He then reasoned with such special power, and was so full of zeal and 
fervor, that those who heard him, felt themselves vehemently moved with love towards this 
devotion. At the close of the sermon, he had a statue of the dead Christ brought with solemn 
pomp, as far as the circumstances of the different places would permit. Meanwhile he related 
how the Redeemer whom they gazed upon there, torn and bloodless, offered in his Blood an 
infinite satisfaction for sin infinite in malice. He had died upon the Cross to rescue us from 
eternal slavery. He had conquered death, had vanquished the devil, had closed the gates of hell. 
He had opened heaven, where we, with the same Redeemer as our Guide, shall, one day, enter 
triumphantly participating in His victories. We will not describe, here, how at his burning words, 
flowing, as they did, spontaneously from the lips and proceeding straight from the heart, moved 
and inflamed the minds of his hearers. There was heard such a loud mingling of sighs and of 
weeping that, he had to stop his discourse, since he could no longer be heard. 

At these times, whether in his sermons or in his private conversations, such was the 
earnestness with which he spoke, that the fire of love which was burning in his heart, was visible 
on his brow and in his countenance. One would have thought him a seraph in a beatific ecstasy 
of charity rather than a human being. Such also was the flow of his words and ideas, all full of 



!  42

gentleness and sweetness, such the energy of his speech, that, though there might be among them 
a heart of stone, yet, all his listeners were caught in the sweet snare of love. And thus, spreading 
this devotion so dear to him, he increased the number of those who loved this Precious and 
Divine Blood. 

But this was not enough for his zeal. He did his best to induce other priests to assist in the 
propagation of this good work. And as Gaspar, who had taken a great part in the institution of the 
Archconfraternity of the Precious Blood founded by Albertini at San Nicola in Carcere Tulliano, 
had been appointed promoter of the devotion and furnished with necessary faculties, so he 
deputed these priests to extend it everywhere. Moreover when he was informed that a certain 
priest was about to depart on foreign missions, he tried to get a chance to talk with him in order 
to recommend the spreading of the pious work even in countries most remote from us. Hence it 
is, that through his zealous and constant care, devotion to the Precious Blood flourishes, not only 
in Italy and in Europe, but also in many parts of Asia and Africa and America. And there are 
enrolled in it a great number of persons, all venerating the Ineffable Price of man's redemption. 

Not even this was sufficient to satisfy the burning zeal of Gaspar. He brought about the 
daily recitation, in the churches, the little Rosary and of the Seven Offerings to the Precious 
Blood, and also the pious custom of having special prayers during the month of June which is the 
month dedicated to this Mystery. He also induced Bonanni, Canon Nicola Palma, and Father 
Amici, of the Congregation of Mount Olivet, to publish three different pamphlets with readings 
and meditations for every day of that month. Of some of these he had fresh editions printed, and 
gave away the copies gratuitously. He also gave away the little Rosaries and the Seven Offerings. 
Then, desirous that devotion to the Precious Blood should be kept throughout the whole year, he 
arranged, where it was possible, that these monthly devotions should take place in twelve 
churches in succession. In these twelve churches either the meditations contained in the little 
books already mentioned, should be read, or better still, that sermons should be given. Moreover, 
he gave to his institute the name of the Congregation of the Missionaries of the Most Precious 
Blood in order that his sons might ever retain a lively memory and zealous care to promote the 
glory and proclaim the triumphs of the Precious Blood. 

The truly affectionate soul of Gaspar was still not yet satisfied with what he had done. 
For he longed to see the day when, with proper office and becoming rite, the feast of the Precious 
Blood should be kept throughout the Church. On this point he once expressed himself thus: "Ah, 
I could die happy were I to see this wish accomplished; I could then say: Nunc dimittis servum 
tuum, Domine." But such was not the will of God. The fulfillment of his desire took place at 
another time, after his passage to a blessed eternity. It was on the 10th August 1849 that Pope 
Pius IX, of immortal memory, himself inflamed with love towards the Blood of Jesus Christ, 
issued a solemn decree. Through the Sacred Congregation of Rites, he ordained that the feast, 
with the rite of second class, should be celebrated every year, throughout the whole Catholic 
world, on the first Sunday of July.
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PART III 

GASPAR'S VIRTUES; HIS LAST LABORS, HIS DEATH; 
AND THE EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE AFTER HIS DEATH 

CHAPTER I 

GASPAR'S FAITH 

From what we have already narrated, it will be manifest what was Gaspar's character 
from his very infancy. He loved virtue and he earnestly endeavored to increase in it, though at 
the cost of many sacrifices. Hence we may say that his whole life was one continual holocaust of 
himself to God. This will not be a matter of surprise if we consider that, in all his actions, he was 
moved by a lively faith, a firm hope and an ardent charity. In describing his virtues we will only 
narrate what is necessary. And now we will speak of the first. 

Faith, which is the root and foundation of all virtue, was in Gaspar most lively. It was the 
beginning, the continuation and the fulfillment of his every action. It appeared to be luminous in 
him from his earliest years, and he used to say to his companions that faith was stronger in him 
than in them, because he had been the first to be confirmed. While he was yet a child, he said to 
his mother: "Let us have faith, let us have faith; without the Catholic faith it is impossible to be 
saved." When he was only a few years old, he had already conceived a desire to go and preach to 
the Turks. So determined was he in this idea that, had he not been discovered and prevented, he 
would, without doubt, have gone on the way. He longed to shed his blood in witness to the 
Catholic faith, and hence he praised the courage, and envied, with a holy envy, the lot of martyrs 
who had given their life for it. 

Great was the joy of his heart that God had allowed him to be born in the bosom of His 
Church, and he frequently expressed his gratitude for it. He felt great compassion for those 
unhappy persons who live in error, and he was often heard to say: "Oh! How many there are that 
do not know and love God. Oh! that it were given to me to be able to tear away the fillet from 
their eyes, how willingly would I do it." And so, when he reached manhood he strove with zeal 
and energy to combat unbelief and irreligion; and, on seeing the terrible flood of errors which 
inundated the earth, he exclaimed in his sorrow: "We must pray, we must pray; God's chastise-
ments are not yet ended." In his missions, where he found it opportune, he gave sermons and 
conferences on religion; and he reasoned so well and with such energy, as to manifest to all of 
what kind was his belief. He spoke of the necessity of a revealed religion, then of the marks of 
credibility, then of the holiness and truth of the Catholic religion, and so on. And, in doing this, 
he resolved difficulties, pointed out errors, dispelled doubts, leading his argument always back to 
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the truth. And because it was not possible to say everything at one time, he invited, in the 
sermon, all those who had any doubts to come to him. He frequently conversed with such 
persons in private and always dismissed them, satisfied and in peace of mind, contriving, at 
times, to answer several questions with a single reply.    

Full of ardor for the faith, he would have wished to announce it throughout the whole 
world. For this reason it was his desire that the institute of the missions founded by him should 
not be restricted to Italy alone, but that it should be extended everywhere. Hence his desire to 
form an association for the study of languages in order to enable him to place at the disposition 
of the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda, ecclesiastics already formed for foreign missions, 
and in this way to cooperate in the propagation of the faith of Christ crucified in those places 
where it is not known.    He always cherished a profound veneration for the great mysteries 
of our most holy religion; and they were the subject of his meditations in the course of the year. 
It was his special delight to repeat the aspiration of St. Francis Xavier O Sanctissima Trinitas.  It 
has already been said with what affection he venerated the Blood of Jesus Christ, and what care 
he took to propagate devotion to It. His ardent love towards Our Divine Redeemer cannot be 
adequately described. The Passion was the furnace at which his soul was enkindled, and whereby 
he acquired that strength of character which fitted him for so great and so continuous labors. In 
discoursing on it he showed how full of lively faith was his heart, and he inculcated upon all 
frequent meditation on the Passion, saying, "We should read that book which all can read, Jesus 
Crucified." He recommended the devotions of the Way of the Cross, and frequent meditation, 
especially on Fridays, on the sorrows, the sufferings, the agony and the death of Jesus Christ. 
And, particularly when speaking to country people, he used to say that on seeing thorns we 
should call to mind that piercing crown which was placed upon his head. In every mission he 
used to erect a Cross, and used to exhort the people to adore it in their hearts saying that it was 
the flower which produces the fruit of virtues.    

He used to adore with great affection Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament, and used to 
spend much time in prayer before It; on which occasions his countenance appeared lit up with 
emotion. From the love which he bore to Jesus Christ sprang the great desire of offering the Holy 
Sacrifice daily. And he prepared himself for it with great regularity and afterwards spent consid-
erable time with his sovereign Good, in thanksgiving. And it was during his Mass that God was 
pleased to raise him to an ecstasy, in which he saw a double chain of gold descend upon the 
chalice, and his soul was bound to it, and led up to heaven. He retained, with affectionate 
gratitude, the memory of the day of his ordination, and, on its anniversary, he used to beg others 
to pray that God would enable him to correspond faithfully to the great grace he had received in 
being raised to so high and so sublime a ministry.    

He had a tender love for the Blessed Virgin; and he not only venerated her Immaculate 
Conception with singular piety but he even bound himself by vow to promote devotion to it. He 
meditated frequently on the sorrows of Mary at the foot of the Cross of her Jesus and, with a 
son's heart, he compassionated her. When he spoke of her glories, he seemed inflamed with a 
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holy fire. And even when he said but little it always sufficed to induce every heart to place its 
entire confidence in this loving Mother and to be filled with ardent love for her. And in proof of 
their affection the people used to bring, during the missions, quantities of candles to burn before 
her statues, and sometimes it was necessary to burn them in bundles as there was not sufficient 
space for them separately.    

Great also was Gaspar's devotion to his Guardian Angel and other saints, especially St. 
Joseph, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, St. Apollonia and St. Francis Xavier. The last saint he chose as the 
special protection of his Congregation and also of the missions. He constantly endeavored to 
promote devotion to him among the people and used to bless, with a relic of the saint, the 
drinking water of the sick, and used also to give appropriate little discourses on his glories. And 
in relating the wonderful deeds of St. Francis he sometimes took occasion to speak of the 
greatness and amplitude of that heart towards our most holy religion, in contrast with the furious 
hatred of libertines, who would wish to see it destroyed and annihilated, were that possible. We 
will not stop here to relate how, in this way, he obtained many wonderful conversions.    

We will not say anything, either, of his zeal in helping souls in Purgatory in order to 
hasten the longedfor moment when they should fly to the bosom of God; nor of his anxiety to 
procure cleanliness and beauty for the house of God; nor of his deep veneration for the Holy 
Scriptures and for the Roman Pontiff; nor of his profound respect for cardinals, for bishops, for 
priests, and for all that bore any relation to the faith; he was so exact in all these matters that any 
attempt to describe them would take too long.    
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CHAPTER II 

HIS HOPE 

The end of hope is eternal happiness, and to gain this eternal happiness Gaspar was ever 
aspiring it and it was the object of his thoughts, of his desires and of all his actions. This was the 
source of his perfect indifference to all earthly things, to honors, ease, riches and even of life 
itself. Hence he used to repeat: "I do not care for the things of the world; all I ask of Jesus Christ 
is the salvation of my own soul and the souls committed to my charge, and this I hope to obtain 
through the merits of his Most Precious Blood." And as though he had already tasted the 
ineffable delights of heaven, he spoke of them with a joy and pleasure clearly showing how firm 
was his confidence of obtaining the eternal reward.    

It is true that when he considered his own misery, his confidence wavered at times, 
through the craft of the devil, and he was heard to say: "Shall I be saved? I drag myself along, I 
wear myself out and after all I may be lost." But scarcely had he uttered the words showing his 
fear he should not be saved, when he at once regained his courage, and renewed his trust in the 
intercession of his holy patrons and of his dear Mother, and placed his confidence particularly in 
the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, saying with fullness of heart: "Justified in His Blood we 
shall be saved from wrath through him," or some other text of Holy Scripture, or some sentence 
of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church. That he was continually thinking of Paradise, is clear 
from the expressions which frequently occur in his letters; the following are some extracts of 
them: "Let us help each other," he wrote to Cristaldi, "let us help each other, that we may one day 
be together in the inseparable union of the Saints in paradise, and whichever of us shall be the 
first happily to enter in, will not cease to pray for the one that remains. Be it so." "Let us help 
each other for heaven, our dear country, the one center of peace and of never ending 
consolations." "That which is bitter to mortal life is sweet to the glory that is to come which shall 
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be revealed in us."   To this most firm hope of being saved through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
he also animated others as well in his private conversations and sermons, as in the confessional. 
He could not bear any way of speaking or any expressions which only served to discourage and 
oppress the heart. And when the subject of his sermon required that he should strike sinners with 
the fear of God's punishments, with which, indeed he impressed deeply in all that heard him, 
directly after with a skillful handling of passages of Scripture and of the Fathers, he brought into 
such prominent light the confidence which we ought to have in God, and the hope of pardon 
which we ought to foster, that at the very moment that he terrified his audience to salvation he 
made them desirous of it; and encouraging them to hope, he stimulated them to be converted, 
saying by way of example: "Thy loss is thine, O Israel, thy help is in me alone." On another 
occasion he would say: "God is so good that he had regard to the prayers of the humble." Or: 
"Think of the Lord in goodness." By this means he once caused an abandoned sinner to conceive 
true religious feelings and he brought him from the depths of despair to such a state of 
confidence, that he gave himself up entirely to God and to the practice of virtue. There was 
another person who was living in perpetual torment from the fear of being lost. By the advice of 
a friend, he came to Gaspar and left him in such a state of tranquillity and peace of mind that he 
frequently thanked the person who had sent him to the missionary.    

It was wonderful how he placed, under all circumstances, his entire confidence in God. 
Once he was on the point of starting to give a mission; he felt one arm extremely benumbed; but, 
trusting in God, he got into another carriage, and the numbness soon passed off. After the 
mission at Terracina he arrived at Rome with a high fever, and, feeling very unwell took to his 
bed. Soon after, with confidence in God, he got up and set out for Albano, whither his duties 
called him. There he preached the Christmas novena; and while at night he was in great suffering 
from the fever, during the day he was up and about and free of pain. At the end of the Novena he 
found himself so well, that he was able to go with his companions to the mission at Segni. On 
many other occasions also he showed how great was his trust in God. For in order not to retard or 
abandon the spiritual advantage of others, he often left Rome for the missions, in the first years 
of his apostolic life, with one single fellow laborer, Canon Muccioli, trusting that God would 
either give him strength equal to the work, or would cause someone to come to his assistance; 
nor was he mistaken. For either he found someone to help him, or else his strength was sufficient 
for his duties; and he used to say that the missionary is like a soldier, the sailor and the 
sportsman, who should not flinch from work, but should be ready for everything. And to give 
encouragement to his companions he used to say: "To an extraordinary ministry there are 
extraordinary helps. Let us go on bravely, let us not be inactive. God assists us, we shall rest in 
Paradise; let us work willingly for God, let us diminish our purgatory." And so on. And in saying 
these things he was so courteous and winning that, to whomever he spoke, there was no giving 
him a denial.    

Nothing was ever able to lessen his firm confidence in God, neither adversity nor the 
troubles of life, nor even the privation and anxieties to which his Congregation was at times sub-
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jected. In all circumstances, however arduous, instead of being discouraged he took fresh vigor, 
and raising his eyes to heaven, he was heard to repeat: "I fear nothing. It is from God. God will 
think of us, God will watch over us. Fear not little flock." He use to compare the Institute to the 
little grain of mustard seed which according to Our Lord's will is to increase by humility. Once 
he wrote to the associates: "Crosses shall not be wanting to you, for these are the inheritance of 
the Divine Master; but count it all joy, brethren." Speaking one day of the means of living for the 
Fathers of the Congregation he said: "I should not have been pleased had the work sprung from 
riches; but to those that seek the Lord no good shall be wanting."    

One day the superior of one of the houses of the Congregation wrote to him that a certain 
person of great wealth was thinking of leaving his possessions to that house with the sole stipula-
tion of two yearly anniversaries. Gaspar answered that he should remind that person of his duty 
to leave his possessions to those who had a right to them; as for the Institute he trusted entirely to 
God with the certainty that He would never cause it to want. On another occasion a person 
wished to cede a benefice to one of the foundations, but, as he thought he discerned an approach 
to simony in the matters he refused it. He trusted entirely in God and God corresponded to his 
trust in ways that were truly wonderful. "It seems to me to be a miracle," he wrote more than 
once, "my money appears to increase in my hands."         

CHAPTER III 

HIS LOVE OF GOD 

Love of God, which holds the first place among the virtues, was very conspicuous in 
Gaspar, and even as a child he used to say that he wished to belong entirely to God, and to do 
everything for God. And his weak state of health displeased him only because through it he was 
not able, at that time, to work as he desired. He did his best even then to excite others to love 
God, and, not being able to do anything else, he begged his parents and those who frequented the 
house to join him in prayer. He took great delight in being occupied in anything relating to the 
service of God, and he was then silent, recollected, thoughtful and all at once he would cry out, 
"My Love, my Love."    

When he was grown older he referred with all the ardor of which he was capable every 
thought, word, and action to the sole glory of God. He endeavored never to lose a moment, and 
exhorted others to do the same. Intent only on pleasing God he walked continually in His 
presence, which had become familiar to him. This regret at the offenses which Our Lord received 
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from His creatures were often uttered aloud, and he would, had be been able, have prevented all 
these offenses on any condition whatsoever. "There is a deluge of sins in the world," he said 
later, "and on every side there is tepidity and coldness." Once when he was traveling he heard an 
unfortunate man pronounce the name of God with disrespect. He was much moved and with 
zealous anger reproved and blamed him sharply. 

Love is like a fire which ever flames and spreads. And as he was not able to keep the 
flames shut up in his breast, he used often to say to those who were near him: "Let us love Jesus, 
let us love God; let us become saints." Or: "Oh, how loveable is Our Lord. Let us think of God 
and He will think of us." Then in times of ministry he use to say: "If labor for God is so sweet, 
what will the enjoyment of Him be?" He delighted to speak of God, of His goodness and of His 
love. And at these times he spoke with such effusion of soul, that breath seemed to fail him, as 
though he would say, at one and the same moment, all that he felt in his heart. His conversations 
always referred in some way to the divine glory; and even during times of recreation, and when 
talking of most indifferent things, he always managed to put in, here and there, something 
relating to God. He kept up a copious correspondence and he occupied himself in it very 
willingly when it had some reference to the honor and glory of God, but where he perceived that 
this was no longer the case, he ceased to correspond. He loved his Institute as the apple of his 
eye, for he believed that it was to do much for God and for the welfare of souls; but he said that 
his love for it would have ended the very moment that he knew it was not from God.    

But the great proof of a true and sincere love is to work and to suffer for the person that is 
loved, in order to obtain accomplishment of his desires. And Gaspar did this. Throughout the 
whole of his apostolic life he made use of every means and of the greatest industry, he exerted 
himself to the utmost and willingly subjected himself to hardships in order to withdraw people 
from sin and lead them to the love of God. His words, his actions, his writings testify to this. 
Always and especially in the missions he appeared so penetrated with divine charity, that his face 
was lit up and it seemed as though his feet did not even touch the platform. The burning words 
which issued from his lips made it evident that the love of God was most deeply rooted in his 
beautiful heart.    

As his ardent love found its perfect contentment in prayer, he spent in it as much time as 
possible. He had speedy recourse to prayer in all circumstances; and because it always brought 
him comfort, strength, and light in his necessities, afflictions and labors, he used always to 
postpone important deliberations to the following day after he had celebrated Mass; which he 
used to do daily, with great devotion and recollection. Very frequently also were his pious 
ejaculations, and aspirations  the launchings of his heart toward his only and supreme Good to 
Whom he was impelled even by the sight of material objects. In reciting the Divine Office there 
was evidence of his union with God. Even outwardly he was often seen quite inflamed with love; 
whether it was when praying before the Blessed Sacrament, in which he took great delight, or 
whether it was when preaching on the ineffable charity of God towards his creatures, or on the 
love which they owe to Him. Every day, even when traveling, he spent some time in meditation 
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and was so recollected that one might conjecture that the exercise must have been attended with 
great profit to his soul. He also spent in meditations those portions of the night in which he was 
unable, through ill health, to sleep.    He was most accurate in all that related to divine worship. 
His solicitude for the becoming appearance of the churches was very great, and he even took 
pleasure in sweeping and dusting with his own hands; and he was never tired of recommending 
cleanliness, saying that what we do for the house of God can never be too much. And his 
sentiments were the same with regard to the sacred vestments and furniture, which he used to 
look to very frequently, being desirous that every thing should be neat and clean as possible. 

In short, Gaspar passed his life in loving and serving God with his whole heart, with his 
whole mind, and with all his strength. And as his heart was wounded with the arrows of charity, 
he did all in his power to fan this fire of love, or to enkindle it in the hearts of others, and to this 
end he cheerfully endured any amount of toil and fatigue. 

CHAPTER IV 

HIS CHARITY TOWARDS HIS NEIGHBOR 

What we have already narrated is certainly sufficient to show how ardent was Gaspar's 
charity towards his neighbor. Nevertheless we think it well to say a little more on this subject. 



!  48

Burning with zeal for the salvation of others, he used to repeat with the Apostle St. Paul 
"I desire to be anathema for the brethren." With this object he understood the apostolic life and 
occupied himself unceasingly in it; and through his Congregation he desired to perpetuate the 
means of leading souls to God. Scarcely had he found suitable associates for the exercise of the 
ministry, in order that they might learn the practical work, he sent them to preach, and so he gave 
greater scope to his fervent charity for the conversion of souls. Still this was but little for his zeal. 
For as he was unable to satisfy, even in this way, the many demands for spiritual assistance 
which came to him from all quarters, and as his charity did not allow him to refuse or to put off 
the missions to an indefinite time, he endeavored, in many places, to excite the clergy to give 
themselves to the work; and forming bands of preachers he instructed them and sent them off to 
places at various distances, for the conquest of souls. To give some particulars, we may mention 
that when he had finished the mission in the populous Teramo, where, to avoid putting it off he 
had commenced and carried on the mission for several days with only one companion, taking 
upon himself for the time that which was distributed among several others on their arrival, he 
gathered together and then sent off to various parts five of the abovementioned companies; and 
went himself to one or other place, from time to time, as a reinforcement. 

In order to be of the greatest assistance to souls, Gaspar worked to the utmost to make the 
mission stirring, and to cause them to arouse sinners from the deadly sleep of sin. And because 
man is not spirit alone, but consists of soul and body, and hence is greatly influenced by that 
which falls under the senses, he united to the sermons, as has been already mentioned, certain 
sacred functions, resembling those carried out by the church, which, in order the more easily to 
recall her children to the veneration of the august mysteries, or to meditate on the eternal truths, 
at one time changes her rites and shows her altars stripped; at another, chants hymns and psalms 
of joy; at another expresses herself in strains of mourning; and while one day she exposes 
triumphantly the relics of a saint, on another she puts before her children the remains of one that 
is dead. These functions were of great service to him, in his perorations, to move and stimulate 
the will of the sinner to repent, after he had, by his words in the sermons and instructions, 
illustrated to point to the intellect. And in this way it frequently happened that some one who had 
power old in vice, and who, though pressed and conquered by what they had heard, yet remained 
obdurate, left themselves inwardly moved at one of these improvised and beautiful functions and 
at last were converted to God, and changed their manner of life, not in a passing way, as though 
they had been taken by surprise, but with full deliberation; and events have clearly shown that 
even after a space of 20 years and more many of them were still persevering in the right path.    

He also occupied himself with equal earnestness for the benefit of souls in giving 
missions, as well in thickly peopled towns as in little country places; and he took much pleasure 
in discoursing to poor and uneducated people, making himself all to all that he might gain all to 
God. At Cerreto, in the diocese of Fabriano, he was requested to go to the church to hear the 
confession of a person of rank; he was already on the way when he found himself surrounded by 
some poor people who had been waiting for some time to make their confession; so he would not 
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leave them, but turned back saying: "There is no distinction of persons with God." He had the 
same charity for all and received and assisted everyone with patience and sweetness, and so well 
did he work his way into each heart, even with a few words, that all were penetrated with a 
horror for sin and a love for God.    

A person of distinguished birth and great talent, but for a long time given to every vice, 
related that after he had made his confession at considerable length to Gaspar and the Father had 
said to him: "My son, have you offended God sufficiently?" he felt these words descend so 
sweetly to the very depth of his heart, that it caused him to burst into tears, and from that 
moment he made up his mind to a complete change of life. So another man who made a 
confession to him of a wicked life and of the errors in which he had lived for many years, he 
merely said: "You know your duty." The penitent was so moved, that he gave public proofs of his 
conversion, and passed the rest of his days in a most exemplary manner.    

Severe with himself, he made the return of souls to God as easy as possible, being guided 
by doctrines of clemency according to the spirit of the Church, and he was displeased when 
others under the cloak of zeal placed obstacles in the way of their penitents; and therefore he im-
pressed upon his subjects to receive all with great charity, and to hear and assist them with 
patience and gentleness. This ardent charity for this neighbor caused him to encounter very 
willingly any inconvenience or hard work without giving the slightest sign of annoyance or 
fatigue. Although worn out by the continual exercise of his apostolic duties, he was always ready 
with the same cheerfulness, patience and energy to continue it, always forgetful of himself, as 
though each moment were but the commencement of his labors. And while Gaspar was making 
himself all in all to sinners, he did not relax his care of souls desirous of attaining to perfection; 
and he managed so as not to allow one good work to impede the other.    

A few words must be said on Gaspar's charity in relieving his fellowmen in their temporal 
necessities. This he endeavored to do not only by his work, but also with advice and with prayer, 
making use of every means that he thought might prove efficacious. He had a most tender love 
for the poor, and opened to them his heart and his hand; and this he did not only when, before his 
ordination, he used to visit the Hospice of Santa Galla where shelter was given to a number of 
poor people, who frequently received from him food and clothing; but also he was constantly 
employed in relieving other needy persons, providing them with bedding or linen or covering, 
and frequently endeavoring to remove from some wretched families, the occasions of sin or of 
scandal. And when he was unable to perform these good works out of his own limited means, he 
induced others to join him.    

During the missions he recommended all, and especially the wealthy, to be generous 
towards the poor, and he also caused collections to be made for them. In one mission some 
ragged children were to make their First Communion, and he sent one of the missionaries round 
the neighborhood to collect clothes for them. He used also to visit prisoners in the jails, and the 
sick in the hospitals, and used to urge upon his companions to do the same frequently, and not to 
omit, in these circumstances, a few words of comfort, in order that the poor sufferers might 
resign themselves to the divine will and bear their troubles patiently.    
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Once an old man and two youths asked an alms of him; he promised to assist them on 
their answering certain questions on Christian doctrine. But finding them in ignorance, he set to 
work, together with his companions, and instructed them for an hour, on the most necessary 
subjects. Then he gave them some alms, exhorting them warmly to attend the parish church at 
the time of instructions, and went on his way to visit some church whither his devotion had 
directed him. So toil for the spiritual and temporal good of his neighbor was for Gaspar a sweet 
repose in God. 
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CHAPTER V 

HIS PRUDENCE 

Prudence holds the first place among the moral virtues, being the one which directs the 
others and points out to them the way to avoid extremes. Hence prudence is the sure rule of life.   

As Gaspar understood at a very early age that all good comes from God and that every 
thing should be sought from Him, he began at once to turn his attention to prayer, to mortifi-
cation, and to the due regulation of every thought, word and action. And as he had conceived an 
earnest desire of dedicating himself to the apostolic ministry, he acted in this point, after the 
manner of soldiers who, in time of peace exercise themselves in the use of arms, in order to 
handle them with greater dexterity in time of war. Thus he watched over himself with special 
prudence. He took every precaution against all, even against the slightest occasion of sin. He 
kept on his guard against the wiles of the enemy and, to avoid being taken by surprise, fore-
stalled and cheated him. Fearing lest the world should ensnare him and stain his purity of heart, 
he waged a war against it from the first, despising it and fleeing from it. To keep the rebellious 
passions always subdued, he mortified the flesh and applied himself to prayer with fervor and 
assiduity. He accustomed himself to suffer, to be silent when silence was not detrimental to the 
glory of God, to speak openly and readily where the good of his neighbor required it, and to be 
energetic in restraining slander. He was an implacable enemy of idleness and used to put to the 
best account every moment.   

His prudence in the exercise of the ministry was remarkable. On his arrival at Pievetorina 
to give a mission, he found that some one, wishing to do a kindness to the missionaries, had sent 
them an abundant provision of drinks and pastry. The people hearing of it and being accustomed 
to judge from facts rather than from words, were much astonished. They began to say that the 
missionaries were very good for preaching penance to others, but not so ready to practice it 
themselves. But hardly had Gaspar, on his arrival, found these preparations, that he caused it to 
be made known that the Fathers never partook of such things, and moreover caused the whole to 
be publicly sold that very evening. This was done, and the people were undeceived and greatly 
edified.   

But his prudence appeared to greatest advantage in his sermons. For while he studied to 
the utmost to cause a great horror for vice, at the same time he showed all respect for those that 



!  52

heard him. For instance, he would say: "We are speaking in a general way; we do not wish to 
offend anyone. The fault is through want of thought. They may have acted with a good intention. 
They may have believed they were doing right. I do not enter into this question. But this is the 
fact, the matter is not as it should be." (Or something else of this nature.)   

It is not easy to relate how ably he adapted his discourses to circumstances and to the 
wants of the times. But never did he utter a single word that might offend, however slightly, the 
feelings of any one. For this reason all kinds of persons were very pleased to listen to him. And 
even those who were in some way opposed to him, behaved towards him with kindness, or at 
least with respect. His prudence in treating delicate questions was so great that, in this matter, it 
may with truth be said that it was extraordinary. For so accurate and measured were his 
expressions, that while they enabled the depraved fully to comprehend the great evil and the bad 
effects of their misdeeds, they did not present the least shade of malice to the innocent.   

And in his conferences to the clergy, while he always communicated his thoughts in such 
a manner as to leave them engraved on the mind, still never did a syllable proceed from his lips 
that was not respectful, or that could refer to any unpleasant subject however general or public. 
He showed also great prudence in giving advice or correction, and especially in the direction of 
souls, in which, to say the truth, he was very skillful. What was wonderful was the authority, 
sweetness and energy with which at one and the same time he corrected the fault and laid the 
seeds of virtue in such a way that the souls did not perceive it; but when they began to perceive 
the change, he altered his manner of speaking, that they might not lose the merit of their 
selfdenial.   

Nor was Gaspar's conduct less prudent in the affairs of his Congregation and of its 
members. We have spoken elsewhere of the rules. It need only be mentioned here that while they 
provide for the prosperity of the Congregation and the good of souls, they also tend to guard 
against many inconveniences and to preserve order, decorum, and union among the members, 
who, without vows of any kind, live together in community.   

Gaspar was not less wary and discreet in assigning the duties of the ministry to his 
companions. He reserved to himself the more laborious, and committed to others only what he 
judged suited to the powers of each. And for all that he worked so indefatigably and unceasingly 
in the ministry, still he desired that his companions should take suitable rest after their labors. In 
distributing the different offices he never acted out of human respect, but had regard solely to the 
glory of God and the good of souls. And in this he had the gift of being able to satisfy everyone. 
Beyond all praise is his wise circumspection in all that concerned the sacred ministry, following 
as he did always the spirit of the Church and the examples of the greatest laborers of the Gospel.  
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CHAPTER VI 

HIS JUSTICE 

Justice is the virtue which holds the balance evenly poised, so as to give to each one his 
due. The cause of God being the most important business, Gaspar kept his eyes always fixed 
upon it, and worked for it with alertness. He gave to God not only what was His due, but he also 
endeavored to give Him as much as possible, as well by his actions as by the intentions with 
which he performed them. An exact observer of divine and ecclesiastical law, he watched over 
himself attentively in order to avoid every defect; and he used frequently to say that God was 
pleased with exactness even in little things. He lived life only that he might serve God, and his 
chief pleasure was to cause him to be adored and loved. And he felt the greatest pain in seeing 
the number of God's servants so small and in finding his own heart limited and straightened. So 
great was his desire of loving God! But making use of every occasion, he urged others to be 
zealous in the divine service, to seek the greater glory of God, to love Him, and to serve Him 
with all their heart.   

He attended with diligence and accuracy to the fulfillment of his duties, and he used to 
say: "Let us make our examination on faults of omission." And to induce others to do this, he 
used to practice it himself. He was very faithful to his obligations as a Christian, a priest, a 
missionary, a founder, a director general of his Congregation. In fine: to his parents he was 
always affectionate, respectful and obedient, and was ever ready to assist them in their wants. He 
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bore the priestly character with dignity, edification and respect, and occupied himself to the 
utmost in the service of the Church. Hence the name of Gaspar is held in veneration in the 
Basilica of San Marco, where he was Canon, as also at Santa Galla, where he had taken so active 
a part in promoting the wellbeing of that good work. And one need only recall what has been 
said concerning his exercise of the ministry and the institute which he founded and directed to 
the end of his life, to be persuaded of the dignified manner and of the spirit with which he bore 
his priesthood, as though this were the dearest object, with untiring and tender care.   

We have already touched upon his solicitude for all that concerned divine worship. Here 
may be related what he answered one day to a person who wrote to him on the subject of 
repairing a church: that it was a act of reparation due to God for the ruin of so many churches in 
the troubles of the times; and also how he brought to pass that others were repaired and some 
even rebuilt. Nor can we omit altogether what he did for the Church of Santa Maria in Vincis in 
Rome. It was about to be given up to profane uses because it was falling into decay and means of 
restoring it were not forthcoming. Gaspar heard of it and set to work with such zeal that he 
succeeded in having it repaired and decorated. He also provided it with rich vestments and 
furniture, and thus keeping it for divine worship, he reestablished in it the Confraternity of St. 
Francis Xavier.   

Animated in all his actions with the fire of charity, he used to say: "All is little for God; 
for Him one can never do enough." Once he was about to establish some good work in a town 
and held a meeting of certain persons to confer on the subject. One of them, who could have 
helped him without any inconvenience, opposed him, with various specious pretexts. Gaspar at 
last could no longer contain his zeal. "What," he said, "for theaters and amusements and shows 
everything is easy enough; money is found and spent in thousands. But for God who is Lord of 
all, things are done by halves; and there are difficulties in the way, even for a small sum."   

He was always affectionate towards all the members of his institute, treating them as a 
kind father would treat his beloved children, doing his best to help them even in their temporal 
wants. He was very grateful to all those who had benefitted his Congregation or had interested 
themselves in its welfare. Mindful of favors and kindnesses received, he sought to return them, 
and when he could do nothing else, he implored the blessing of God upon all his benefactors. In 
matters of justice exact even to a farthing, he always sought to compensate his workmen even 
when their labor for him was very slight. And he impressed upon those who had the 
administration of the houses of the institute, to do the same. He was careful not to fall into debt, 
and used to say: "It is better to have less mission houses than to have one encumbered with 
debts." And if urgent necessity obliged him to borrow money, he gave himself no rest till he had 
paid back the loan. On the occasion of the opening of one of the houses, he had not, at the 
moment, the necessary funds in hand. And having to provide three beds for it, he was obliged to 
take them on credit, and made an agreement with the merchant as to how much and when he was 
to pay for them. This debt weighed so heavily upon his mind that scarcely had he the sum at his 
disposal, that he paid it off entirely, even long before the time agreed upon.   
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So exact was he in giving each one his own, that when he knew that any one of the 
Fathers on leaving one of the foundations had left behind him some object, even of trifling value, 
he had it at once sent to him; and if in his houses he found anything belonging to others, he had it 
immediately returned.   

With evangelical liberty he inveighed in his sermons against usury, cheating, injustice, 
egoism, partyspirit, duplicity and fraud; and also against irreligion, the seducing philosophy of 
the age and false politics. Speaking of these he frequently said: "Schemers are crying out 
everywhere: reform. Let us begin by reforming ourselves and the reform will be complete. But 
this is precisely what they do not want; and yet they wish to give laws on the principles of 
governing, etc." He had a great horror of profaners of churches, and severely reproved any 
irreverence committed in the sacred edifices. He impressed upon women always to enter the 
church with veiled head, and he exhorted all to preserve, there, modesty and recollection, for the 
church was the house of God, the house of prayer. He used to remind ecclesiastics that St. Teresa 
would have given her life for one single ceremony. And he urged them to perform the services 
with propriety and devotion, and with an exact observance of the rubrics.   

He was cautious to the utmost degree and on every occasion in all that concerned the 
reputation, honor and good name of others. And so particular was he in this matter that he was 
frequently in fear lest he had been wanting in charity. Of his neighbor's faults he kept silence as 
much as possible. But at times he was obliged to speak and then he did so with such reservation 
that it seemed to be excessive. If he heard anything likely to injure another's good name, he was 
greatly distressed and with dexterity and eagerness he interrupted the conversation, saying, for 
example, "Oh, we are all weak in the great hospital of this world!" and then quickly introduced 
some fresh topic. In short, Gaspar was a most brilliant example of justice, giving to each one his 
right.  

CHAPTER VII  

HIS TEMPERANCE 

It has already been observed how Gaspar while yet a child conquered his inclination to 
anger. This victory was lasting. For under all circumstances, even the most trying, he ever 
showed the most perfect equanimity and although he experiences the ardor of nature, which was 
the more easily felt in him on account of his frequently suffering from his nerves, nevertheless he 
always had such control over his temper and was so able to restrain it on all occasion, that all his 
passions appeared to be in the most perfect order. In truth while he was docile, meek and kind to 
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all he was moved only as the glory of God demanded it, and then only as much as the occasion 
required. He was speaking one day on matters of religion and some one unreasonably opposed 
him. He then began to reason with such warmth that the earnestness of his eloquence made itself 
felt with an irresistible force of argument. And if on that occasion he was so excited as to seem 
quite convulsed, yet it was not difficult to see that tranquility was his habitual state of mind.   

And this was evident when, as happened occasionally, he corrected some faults with 
warmth; for he was so measured in his words and throughout the whole conversation, that one 
had to conclude that it was not anger that moved him, but the intimate feeling of what was right 
and true. And he gave other proofs of this during his lifetime. For when, during his exile, he had 
to suffer such hardships and severities in prison, which reached to the very depths of his heart, 
when he had to bear with such opposition and even reproaches on account of his Congregation, 
when with his own eyes he read the most sharp and bitter things against himself, written by a 
malicious spirit, when in the exercise of his ministry he met with troubles and annoyances and 
crosses, far from resenting them, he offered the afflictions and crosses and his whole self to God, 
saying, "Blessed be God. May His will be done."   

He mortified all his desires; he so constantly watched over them as to deny himself all, 
even the most innocent satisfaction. On one occasion a most beautiful and antique object was 
presented to him, but to appear uncivil he just looked at it and walked on. He avoided as much as 
possible all useless discussions, idle conversations; and when he was not successful, he 
recommended himself earnestly to his guardian angel that he might quickly release him from his 
trouble. He refused all invitations, frugal in his food, he provided merely for the wants of nature 
and took only enough to sustain life. He drank very little wine, and that generally mixed with 
water. In the community he used the common food, although it might not be fit for his state of 
health. In the missions he would not allow anything sweet or liquor. When the first fruits were 
offered or presented to him he rejected them, or better still he sent them to the hospitals and 
prisons.   

He was scrupulously exact in fasting. He was like an invalid full of bad humors, which 
gave him a florid and bloated appearance; he suffered from tooth ache, with a continual nervous 
affliction which deprived him of sleep; and he was so exceedingly weak that he could scarcely 
stand. He could certainly have given up fasting, but he would not do it, and in his house he 
would not even allow that advantage should be taken of the apostolic permission to use lard in 
lieu of oil. He indulged but little in sleep, and sometime passing sleepless nights he prayed, 
meditated, and got through his letters which were very numerous. Although he took very much to 
heart the modesty and cleanliness of the person, of the house, of the rooms, he was in all 
determined: no vanity, no delicacies, no show, but quiet and no wealth.   

As his director had forbidden him to chastise himself with painful penances, so in lieu of 
these, which he would have been but too delighted to practice. He used to take long journeys. 
The anxieties and the continual exertions of the ministry and Mass were sustained with much 
alacrity to the advantage of the institute. His sufferings in these trials were very great, greater 
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indeed than would have been those penances forbidden him. As he was timid and afraid of 
travelling, the very thought of having to undertake a journey, after having undergone many 
troubles and discomforts, brought on convulsions. We must not omit to state, that one of his 
missionaries having seen him so often on journeys naturally thought they gave him pleasure and 
was much surprised to receive a letter in which Gaspar told him, "Some people think because 
they see me on journeys that I enjoy them, but God knows how painful they are to me." And to 
the whole ministry it was wonderful how he could support so heavy and continued trials. For the 
sake of truth it must be added that Gaspar during the missions when inflicting discipline on 
himself did it with force, and with the true spirit of penance. When speaking of this subject he 
said: "I should have scruples if I had to do it for ceremony."   

His temperance appeared even in his manners, his movements, his carriage. He was never 
thoughtless, not even as a boy; nor careless, or inconstant, but thoughtful, steady and of a natural 
calmness, which free from rendering him repulsive and proud, brought him the respect of all. So 
it was observed that the esteem of those who approached him increased with their knowledge of 
him; a thing unusual with many others. Such was the effect of the watch he kept over himself. 
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CHAPTER VIII  

HIS FORTITUDE 

Fortitude renders man capable of undertaking with courage the most arduous and difficult 
things, and supporting with patience and constancy all reverses. And in fortitude Gaspar was 
distinguished. He took, as we have seen, the difficult road of virtue as soon as he knew it, and he 
began to walk thereon with so determined a mind, that we are obliged to confess his work was 
far superior to his age. And he never deviated in inch from that path.   

Although he appeared of a firm and courageous mind when it was proposed to erect an 
evening oratory, when he refused to take the oath to the French government, and when he was 
sent into exile on account of this very refusal, from which nothing could change him, he gave 
greater proof of his fortitude when from this exile he returned to Rome. In as much as he was 
firm in refusing a life of ease, honors, wealth, and refusing all, he selected the life of the 
ministry, abounding only in work, troubles and penury. He was a Canon of San Marco; he 
resigned it. A post was offered to him near the person of the before mentioned Cardinal Fontana, 
which his manners and talent would find easy, and which would moreover open the way to a fine 
career; he refused it, and he gave himself entirely to an apostolic life. He was more that once 
destined for a bishopric. On another occasion it was proposed to send him as Nuncio to Brazil, 
but in all these matters he left nothing untried and much such interest with Cristaldi that he was 
able to keep himself in his beloved career of the missions. The Pontiff Leo XII asked him one 
evening: "Are you to remain always a missionary?" And he modestly gave to understand his 
happiness would be to finish his life with the Crucifix as a weapon in his hand.   

And with what fortitude and courage did he sustain his apostolate! The difficulties, the 
insults, the trials, the contradictions and the scorns inseparable from the life of the ministry, were 
all faced by him and he suffered everything without the least complaint. Writing confidentially to 
Cristaldi he once so expressed himself: "Nature complains, and would like to say something: 
obmutui et silui; pati et non loqui." Exceedingly sensitive to both the heat and the cold, he never 
for one moment allowed one or the other to stop his work for the conversion or salvation of any 
one. He supported all trials with pleasure for the love of his God. So always cheerful and happy, 
he might be seen whether in the midst of snow, of hail, of rain, of frost or under a fierce sun; how 
beautiful it was to see him in spite of his natural timidity, boldly expose himself to disastrous 
journeys, often on foot and for long distances, over mountains, ditches and with danger of falling 
over precipices, and such was the violence he made against his own feelings, that he would 
tremble and become purple in the face and hands. His zeal knew no limits, when it was a matter 
of carrying the divine word. Indeed he did not mind putting his life in danger. This is the truth. 
He was one day going with his companions to a mission, to a place we would rather not name, 
when on the road some good people requested him to stop and suspend his mission, as they had 
discovered with certainty that some assassins had been sent, then paid by the sect, to take his life. 
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He thanked them courteously for their information, and having heard his companions, he added: 
"The mission is from God, because it comes from a legitimate source," and fearlessly continued 
on the road. When he arrived at the town he mounted the pulpit, and began to speak with those 
words of the Apostle: Mihi vivere Christus est, et mori lucrum. And while analyzing the great 
gains of those who labor for God, and for the good of souls, sacrificing even their lives, as did 
the apostles, moved by a most extraordinary zeal, he said with such cheerful and happy manner 
such wonderful things that his audience was carried away, and even his enemies lost their 
courage, went away dumbfounded and the mission was a special triumph of mercy. Elsewhere he 
was timely informed not to take after his sermon a drink which had been prepared for him, as 
poison had been put into it. But he with great courage took it in his hand, blessed it, and 
remembered what Christ said to his apostles: Et si mortiferum quid biberint non eis nocebit  so 
he drank it and did not feel any inconvenience.   

He met with much opposition to the way in which he carried on his ministry, in particular 
to the discipline and the functions which he practiced. Gaspar, besides all that is told by the great 
workers, knew from his own experience how a much greater number of souls were to be gained 
by those means. Yet while he would willingly have given way to the wishes of others, he felt 
great repugnance to omit them. Hence he remained firm in his idea to the greater glory of God, 
and the results always proved to him that the system embraced by him was useful. And even if 
these functions were not conserved by a few who could not enter fully into the spirit which 
prompted them, the majority approved them. Monsignor Marchetti, bishop of Ancire and 
administrator of the church in Rimini, having censured them, remarked: "I know well that what 
Canon del Bufalo does is supported by great examples." And that great man Monsignor Strambi, 
seeing how well Gaspar made them go on, and that thanks to the clear explanations he gave 
made them work for the benefit of souls, said to him: "Blessed are you that you have broken the 
ice."   

Now we have to relate briefly his hard and difficult undertaking in the Congregation 
instituted by him, to show better his great fortitude. It must be clear to everyone, that a work 
which embraces the ministry and unites in community a portion of the Clergy, required men fit 
for it, of firm character, and ready to abandon every other career however honest, to live under a 
rule and direction, which would give much to be thought upon even for the length of the work 
required. Hence few could be expected to join. It became necessary to draw up the endowments, 
to provide them with the necessary means of living, and this in truth was not a thing of small 
anxiety. Bonanni remained stupefied, and others who were to take part in drawing them out, 
accused Gaspar of being too hazardous. A person of some standing advised him amicably to 
abandon the undertaking as he considered it too arduous and difficult and besides it met with so 
much opposition. There were many who looked upon him with pity and others who thought him 
a visionary. Gaspar nevertheless neither lost heart nor time and courageously kept on to the end 
of his life.   

Indeed nothing discouraged him, not even when it was proposed to open the house in the 
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province of Marittima and Campagna infested with assassins; not even when he saw the work in 
the greatest danger; not even when it was attempted to deprive him of means; not even when his 
companions were being discredited, not in any other way. On one Christmas night he fancied he 
felt two heavy crosses on him. He wrote to a Religious for this purpose: "Can this be an illusion? 
I don't believe it, more likely a foreboding of new crosses. A great word to suffer." In fact, the 
crosses announced the loss which soon followed of two foundations. In this and in all other 
circumstances he was seen going and coming from house to house smiling and cheerful. He 
encouraged his companions and told them to place their trust in God and tranquilly to continue in 
their causes. There are still extant letters of his which show with what virtue he was sustained. 
He wrote to Cristaldi: "Let God do with me and with the entire institute whatever he pleases. I 
only love His glory, and if our humiliation shall glorify Him, behold me, O my Lord, prepared. 
Your grace will sustain me in my misery." In another letter he wrote: "I love the Institution for 
God's sake. I direct it, because my holy Albertini so ordained it," and it was he who had told him, 
as stated before, not to fear the heaviest work, for it would always result in complete victory. 
This shows how it was. He was ever ready to sustain and defend his Congregation, which was a 
work of God, and for it he was willing to shed his blood and lay down his life. He would say 
respecting the work of the Institute, "The works of God are the fruits of prayer, of tears and of 
sorrow." We will close this chapter with the words he wrote to Cristaldi: "Defecit virtus mea. 
(Sometimes I am ready to sink.) But then remembering that God wishes me to be courageous, I 
say: Fiducialiter agam et non timebo; fortitudo mea Dominus." 
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CHAPTER IX  

ON CHASTITY 

The virtue most dear to Gaspar was chastity. And he so loved it, that at any cost he would 
gladly have seen it flourish all over the earth. From a child he considered it the means of placing 
man on an equality with the angels, with this only difference that these are pure from their 
nature, and man by grace, and hence he made every effort to preserve it in his person in its 
integrity. He kept himself continually under the protection of the Queen of Virgins, Mary the 
most holy, and the better to obtain her benevolence, he invoked her aid under the title of her 
Immaculate Conception. He took moreover as a model the angelical youth Saint Aloysius 
Gonzaga. And with the special protection beautifully bestowed by the Virgin, and the interces-
sion of Gonzaga, God granted him success of victory in the battles he fought with the devil and 
the flesh. He zealously guarded this virtue, which like a mirror is soiled by a breath, and 
preserved it pure to the end of his mortal life.   

And thus with prayer, with fasting, with penances, and constant care over his thoughts, he 
kept anxious watch on this virtue. And so he left in question whether he was more chaste, or 
vigilant and cautious to avoid the conflict, or ready to combat as a brave and conquer as a strong 
man. Indeed everything showed the lively ardor that burnt in Gaspar's bosom for this virtue, his 
modest dress, his grave deportment, his chosen words, his truthful look, his every action well 
guarded. He was always careful that no one should touch him, not even his mother, watchful 
over the selection of his companions, of his friends, who must all be of spotless conduct, and 
proved piety. He loved mortification, and silence, never said a word or made an action or gest 
that even at a distance would offend the most scrupulous and delicate feelings.   

Since in defense of his heart he had no stronger means than the chastisement of the 
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senses, particularly of the eyes, so it was at all times remarked of him how severe were the 
mortifications, watch, and modesty of his manner, whether at home, in the street, or elsewhere. 
He always held the first in hand and never took liberty in the latter. And if by any chance he 
found himself failing in this, his usual care, he immediately and promptly recalled himself to the 
rules he had laid down. All this was more evident if necessity compelled him to speak with 
women, and whenever that occurred he did it in some open place and where he might be seen by 
every one. He endeavored to avoid all entertainments, however innocent, where he would meet 
with persons of the other sex. This he instilled into the minds of his missionaries, telling them 
they could not be too cautious with women, and that if circumstances compelled them to speak 
with them, they should do it with as few words as possible. In his frequent journeys he refused to 
have them as companions, he would not sit at table with them, and so it often happened he was 
obliged to take his meals in the stable, or in his traveling carriage, as no other fit place could be 
found.   

With the strong love he felt for this beautiful virtue, it can easily be understood how 
sorrowful he must have felt whenever he heard of any place when there were pictures or statues 
immodestly draped. He would make every effort to have them removed or veiled. Such was his 
love of modesty, which he warmly impressed, during his missions, upon the women as to their 
manner to dress. The men he advised to be cautious and circumspect of every word and action 
which might possibly give the least scandal to a pure mind. He strongly urged all heads of family 
to send from their houses every object which could by any chance prompt to evil. And these 
objects like all obscene books, which he requested be delivered to him for the love of Mary the 
Mother of Purity, he publicly burnt at the end of the mission. It was charming to hear him preach 
on the beauties of this virtue. His words, coming from a heart so enraptured engendered affection 
and acted as a spur to follow it and practice it.   

And speaking of the wickedness of the opposite vice, though he did so with great caution, 
yet his words were so strong that even the most dissolute were horrified. And while he so 
impressed his penitents it pleased God to convince many of them, that he himself practised the 
virtue he so strongly recommended, exhaling from his body and from his garments an odor, 
which they themselves called the odor of paradise. And he kept them firm, and the better to 
emulate, to follow this virtue, he gave them some small cloth blessed by the Virgin and sent 
away with God's blessing. What more? Even on the bed of death he showed how he loved this 
modesty. He warmly requested one of those who assisted him, that on no account should his 
body be dressed by the hand of woman.   

It is not to be wondered at, if our Gaspar, who always and in every way worked during 
his life to preserve his purity, who was always on the watch and kept far from him every 
occasion which would by any chance offend, and who always indefatigably would use every 
possible means to bring back from sin those who had unfortunately fallen into it, and were 
encouraged to remain pure and chaste: it is not to be wondered that he should be generally called, 
and even while living, be reputed to be, an angel in the flesh. Such an opinion was expressed by 
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all, and no one ever was found to say the contrary. And among others he was even called this by 
the Pontiff Leo XII. For as an angel in the flesh he was openly pointed out: by his modesty, his 
reserved manner, his looks, his actions, his carriage and his speech. 

CHAPTER X 

HUMILITY 

The foundation of all virtue, the mother and nurse of all saints, is humility.  It has life in 
man from the full conviction from which he knows that he cannot even have a good thought 
without the help of God. Blessed is he who places full trust in humility. From what has already 
been narrated, it is easily seen that the life he led could only be the result of the most absolute 
and profound humility.  It was clear to his heart, and he spoke of it with great pleasure. He had a 
profound knowledge of God and of his own nothingness.  And so he was heard to say, Ego vir 
videns paupertatem meam.  Or: Abyssus miseriae invocat abyssum misericordiae.  Likewise he 
wrote to Cristaldi: "To God be glory, to me contempt." And to a nun: "You ask for a news about 
myself?  Here it is: always busy. How I am in mind?  God will let you know, if you will pray, I 
am in extreme want; in a few words you have the truth." 
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From his youth Gaspar appeared to seem as being proud, but that rose from his reserved 
character. And once on being reproached by one of his companions, he candidly confessed, that 
in spite of every effort made to correct this custom he had not succeeded, adding that it was so 
natural to him that he scarcely perceived it. With all this, those who approached him soon had a 
different opinion and saw really how little he thought of himself, and how inferior to all he 
considered himself. 

The low esteem he had of himself brought as a consequence that he did not trust his own 
opinion, and according to circumstances he would seek the advice of honest people, no matter 
how inferior, if they were but capable. In the missions hence he often took the advice of the 
servants themselves in things that came under their knowledge. In his spiritual affairs he was 
entirely guided by his director, who was at first Monsignor Marchetti, and afterwards Albertini. 
And as these had told him, that in the affairs of the institute he should do nothing without 
consulting or without the approbation of Cristaldi, he not only consulted him without reserve, but 
in all this implicitly followed his advice. He obeyed him to the extent, that having been called to 
Rome by Cristaldi while in the diocese of Teramo, overwhelmed with the duties of the ministry, 
he arranged everything quickly and rearranged his companions as best he could so that they 
might carry on the mission, and started the journey. 

The desire to be dependent was so great, that he would in all things have liked to have 
special direction even from the pope under whose immediate direction he placed his institute.  In 
what concerned his soul, he was docile to that point, that he never repeated a word of the case he 
proposed, satisfied always with a yes or a no without any reason. Somebody once asked him why 
he had determined something in a certain way. He replied that Albertini had so advised him and 
that there was no need of further words on the subject. The reason for this or that were to him 
only an encumbrance. 

Such was the contempt he had of himself that we need not be surprised to find him 
cheerfully undertaking the most humble and abject duties. Although he was the superior and 
director general he considered himself the lowest individual of the Congregation.  He went so far 
as not only to kiss the hands but even the feet of his missionaries, requesting their prayers on his 
behalf. Two lay Capuchin brothers arrived at Giano one winter's evening in quest of hospitality 
while on their begging tour. They were most amicably received by Gaspar.  They asked for a 
little warm water to wash their feet all covered with mud. He brought the basin with the water 
and wanted to wash their feet himself in spite of all the protestations of these religious. 

Objecting to all honors and dignities, he most studiously avoided them. He did not wish 
even to be named.  At various times he thus wrote to Cristaldi: "I do not wish to know anything 
of dignities, places, or of any other encumbrance in any way.  I love the missions, the ministry, 
and do you help me with your prayers.  I like that you should speak of the institute and of the 
members, and as little as possible about me.  With you I can speak from my heart. Amo nesceri, 
et pro nihilo reputavi. Praise in all things be God whom we have to love most tenderly and above 
all things. For the love of God, keep me always most earnestly from making any changes in my 
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system, which is to continue until I have to meet death. This will be the greatest favor for which I 
shall not only thank you now but for all eternity." 

He likewise asked Cristaldi to allow him to renounce the office of director of his 
congregation alleging that his own demerits were the cause of the slow progress of the institute.  
He would have been delighted to end his days as sacristan to some mission house. 

He disliked every sort of esteem, every word of praise, and when he found it impossible 
to avoid such things, all was quickly offered to God. The Canon Cinti of Comacchio, where 
Gaspar had his mission, said to him on day: "Mr. Canon too much trouble." He replied: "Yes, but  
God gives us great assistance." In a town of the Abruzzi the citizens wanted to give him some 
honorable demonstrations when he was leaving them after the mission.  To prevent his refusing 
them they placed guards before his door. When he heard it, Gaspar was sorely afflicted, and he 
called the Signor Ignazio Pretaroli urgently requesting him to find means for him to get away 
unknown to everyone. In fact he got away by a street, other than the one he was expected to take, 
before daylight accompanied by Pretaroli wrapped up in a cloak like one of the local priests. And 
so by abandoned streets he reached the spot where, as previously arranged, a horse was waiting 
for him. Thus with much industry and trouble he avoided honors which others would have 
desired. 

But if from Atri and from other places he departed unobserved eluding their vigilance, 
and again did the same at Meldola as soon as he had finished the mission, it was not so at 
Forlimpopoli, where he had previously preached.  For arriving there at midnight he found all the 
population waiting for him in the square, which was illuminated for the purpose.  And they had 
there prepared a platform, he was obliged to deliver a sermon.  After that he continued his 
journey, accompanied by a large crowd of people nearly to Cesena in spite of his asking them to 
return. We would be making continued repetitions if were we to relate all his endeavors to avoid 
the efforts made to show him numberless demonstrations of grateful love and affection. 

We will add that all this in lieu of making him vain rather humbled him, and he was seen 
sorrowful and mortified. But as the glory of the ministry is the glory of God, he fully and entirely 
preferred all to God. If by any change Gaspar perceived that little thought was taken of the 
ministry, which was contrary to the glory of God, he would show the whole force of his zeal, 
making it well known that however small the esteem he had for himself most infinite was that 
which he had for God. This was his reason for wishing that at the opening of every mission it 
should be received with solemnity and cherished so as to encourage all to meet with joy the 
divine mercy; and afterwards with his companions he would clandestinely depart so as to avoid 
all demonstrations and honors that the people might be thinking of offering them. 

CHAPTER XI 

THE LAST WORKS OF GASPAR 
  

The indefatigable missionary, the man rich in virtue, the Canon Gaspar del Bufalo, knew 
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from the gradual decay of his strength, if not even more from God, that his mortal career was 
drawing to an end. He had for some time been preparing for his departure, and meditated on it 
daily. It is not necessary to say that for two years previous to his death it was evident in various 
ways that he saw his end approaching. He made his visits to the various houses of his 
congregation with rapidity. When at Albano as he discharged each business he gave the task of 
writing letters to one of his companions, like one who was never again going to take them up 
again, or going away never to return. This unusual manner of acting at once made a great 
impression on those who saw it. And these were afterwards convinced that it was a silent way of 
saying: I am going from you, I am leaving the world, I am leaving you. And more distinctly still 
did he speak when he said: "I have done more than what remains for me to do. There is very little 
left for me to do. You will be rid of me very soon." These and similar sayings of his though said 
at different times, with much ease and tranquility of mind were remarked by many.   

Towards the end of December 1832 he went to give a mission at Tepi. Here on account of 
the dampness of the place, he caught a convulsive cough which added to his other ailments, and 
greatly injured his health. This did not however stop his work. In the following February 
notwithstanding, he gave a retreat and assisted as extraordinary preacher and confessor to the 
nuns of Jesus and Mary in the town of Albano. During Lent he had to give catechetical 
instructions in the Church of San Lorenzo in Rome, where he preached to his own spiritual 
comfort, as he knew it was in that church that Saint Francis Xavier, his great protector, had 
preached. After Easter he went to Porto d'Anzio to give instruction to the prisoners. While 
returning to Rome the carriage in which he travelled was nearly upset. This frightened his 
companions, but he, although naturally timid, tranquilly remarked: "We are in the hands of God." 
Towards the end of April he went to Bassiano there to give a mission.    

He was in the carriage with his companions and no one perceived that the Vetturino had 
lost his way. (A Vetturino was the designation given in Italy for the owner and driver who 
contracts to convey persons from one place to another, generally feeding them on the road.) The 
sky was covered with clouds and a great tempest was evidently threatening. The rain began and 
came down in torrents, a perfect deluge. The tired horses could scarcely walk, they were in the 
marsh of Caserta, when suddenly the carriage was upset and fell into a ditch. The travelers, who 
could scarcely get out, were only slightly shaken. But for more that two hours under a heavy 
rain, they had to work, all of them, to get the carriage out of the ditch. An umbrella was useless, 
and there was no shelter to be found. Gaspar and the rest were all wet from head to foot. They 
were compelled to cross on foot a rapid stream, before setting into the carriage, but Gaspar was 
obliged to descend at the foot of the hill of Sermoneta, and continue on foot for more than two 
miles before reaching the mission house.   A fever soon broke out, which he with difficulty 
bore, and kept up the hours of the community. Although ill, the following day he went to 
Bassiano, opened the mission, and he assigned the preaching, the most difficult part to himself. 
He rose very early every morning to attend to the ministry, and when so completely worn out that 
he could not preach, he requested his companions to replace the sermon by some other devotion, 
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and in spite of the fever he went on hearing confessions. Having finished that mission he 
returned to Rome, and there he somewhat recovered. In May he gave a retreat in a retreat house 
near the Gianicolo. He passed the month of June at Albano, where on account of the absence of 
the Master, he gave lessons to the students, and preached during a part of that month, consecrated 
to the glory of the Divine Blood.   

At that time all Italy was threatened with the Cholera morbus. Pope Gregory XVI ordered 
public prayers and mission throughout Rome, to appease the wrath of God and to turn away that 
dreadful scourge. The Cardinal Odescalchi, the Vicar, gave Gaspar the charge of preaching at 
Santa Maria in Vallicella, called the New Church. Full of charity for the good of souls, and 
thinking nothing of his own enfeebled health, he willingly took charge of such a mission, which 
was his last. His preaching was most painful, and the double fatigue entailed by his work and 
meditations wore him out. He had no breath to mount the stairs of his house, and was compelled 
to stop now and then to recover himself. In these circumstances he said to a priest friend: "I feel 
ill; we are at the end of our troubles; recommend me to God."   

With difficulty he finished that mission, and by the advice of his doctor he went to 
Albano, where however he only remained a few days. Having heard that the cholera had broken 
out in Rome itself, he returned there anxious to assist his fellow creatures as far as in him lay. On 
reaching the door of his house, the sight of various coffins already prepared in that neighborhood 
weighed on him. Nevertheless he boldly entered and said to those belonging to the house, that 
the morbus would not enter that house. He ordered that all the scents used as preservatives 
should be taken away. Indeed it was just as he said, in his house no one was taken ill during the 
whole time the scourge lasted. At that time, a time of such sorrowful recollection, he assisted for 
the benefit of others, in the best manner possible. But he did become bent, feeble, and could 
scarcely stand on his feet. But the more feeble became his body, the greater the fervor of his 
mind, all his thoughts, all his affections, were given to nothing else, but to eternity, to paradise, to 
God.  
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CHAPTER XII 

THE DEATH OF GASPAR 

Feeling his death daily coming closer, Gaspar returned after the cholera to the house in 
Albano, but he derived no benefit from that air. In the meantime he was arranging all his papers, 
and he said to his companions that after his death there would be little to read, for he was trying 
to settle everything himself. In fact all was found in perfect order. As the time for the feast of 
Saint Francis Xavier approached, where the missionaries according to their rules are obliged to 
prepare by a spiritual retreat, he sent the usual circular to all the houses. He told them that this 
would be the last time he would do it. He made now his last visit to the house at Albano, and 
having placed all in order, he said, "Keep every thing in this way. I will not add one word more." 
Speaking once of himself and of his illness he said openly that if he would have a blood letting, 
he would die. And so it happened as it will be seen.  

His illness increased and being unable to remain up he was constantly obliged to throw 
himself on his bed, even dressed. He became then so cold that there were no means of warming 
him. At night he was tormented by the most intense thirst, which he endured so as to be able to 
say Mass. At times he would recite the ceremonial hours, and though his hand was scarcely able 
to do it, he would write some letters. However much he tried to hide his illness he could not 
succeed. His thoughts were constantly turned to his beloved institute, and he was heard 
exclaiming: "Oh Lord, since you keep me in this office, give me strength to fulfill my duties." 
And he would add from his heart: "Oblivioni detur dextera mea, si non miminero tui societas 
pretiosissimi sanguinis." And when saying this he was seen to take off his biretta and bow his 
head with reverence.   

Resigned to the divine will, he passed his days tranquilly preparing for his death. That he 
might the better consort with God, he desired his companions to leave him alone, merely telling 
at what hour to return. During that time he was heard saying: "Jesus et Maria amores mei dulcis-
simi, pro vobis patiar, pro vobis moriar, sim totus vester, sim nihil meus."  At another time, "My 
God, behold me all thine, do with me what Thou wilst." So things went on till the second 
December. Seeing that he derived no benefit from the air of Albano, and having celebrated the 
feast of St. Francis Xavier, on the 4th of the same month he left them and returned to his house in 
Rome.   

But here his illness went on increasing. He passed his time sometimes up and at other 
times in bed until the 19 December, when the doctor forbad him to say his office or to celebrate 
Mass. He however was able to leave his bed up to the 23. This he could not do on the 24th on 
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account of his extreme weakness. In the midst of his great sufferings nothing was heard from his 
lips but "Oh my God," and that repeatedly and with great fervor. The nuns of San Urbano sent 
him as a present a small Christmas crib which pleased him very much, and which he placed in 
his room so that he could see it from his bed. He often turned his eyes towards it and it seemed to 
inflame his loving heart. Certain of his approaching death he thought of nothing but heaven. 
Such was the calmness of his mind, that he said to one of his colleagues, who came from Albano 
and never left him, that he had become like a child.   

Although Gaspar no longer had any hopes of recovery or placed any confidence in human 
remedies, he nevertheless followed all the instructions of the doctor, so much so that when the 
doctor advised bleeding, he merely observed: "If you think it necessary, you have only to order 
it." Blood was taken on two occasions, but immediately after the second emission he began to 
lose his voice, becoming exceedingly faint, and covered with surface perspiration. Not a word of 
pain or complaint was heard from his lips, and when asked how he felt, he replied: "The great 
will of God."   

On the morning of the 27th to his great delight he received the Viaticum. His countenance 
bore the serene happiness of paradise. In the evening his Eminence Cardinal Fransoni came to 
see him. Such goodness quite confused him, his countenance was serene and tranquil, and to all 
inquiries he never complained of his illness. The 28th was his last day on earth. Anxious to 
receive the extreme unction he asked his companion if he could receive it, though the doctor had 
not ordered it. Hearing that he might, he immediately sent him to say Mass and in the meantime 
the parish priest anointed him with the sacred oils. He was then heard to say that he was now 
fully satisfied having received all the sacraments.   

In the meantime the hour was approaching for Gaspar when in conformity with the 
eternal decree he must enter into eternity. Often in these days he had been reconciled with God, 
thanks to the sacrament of penance. The calm and resignation with which he endured his 
suffering were beyond all praise. He would sit up in bed, looking up to heaven at one time, and 
another moment at the Christmas crib or the image of Our Lady, or of St. Francis Xavier.   

About two o'clock after midday he was evidently failing fast. His companion said to him, 
we must bow to the will of God. He quickly replied, though in a very feeble voice, "Yes, Yes." 
Moved by internal inspiration, the priest Don Vincenzo Pallotti, who himself died in the odor of 
sanctity, came from a great distance to see him, and while going up the stairs he said: "I am 
going to assist at the death of a Saint. The Saint is dying." Taking the place of the missionary 
who withdrew weeping, for a few minutes, he suggested to him fervid ejaculations, and while he 
offered these without the smallest movement Gaspar, as if going to sleep and with great placidity, 
gave up his blessed soul. And the good Pallotti, at the same moment casting his eyes towards one 
part of the room, with extended open hands, lifting as if accompanying something to rise, 
exclaimed: "O blessed soul!" and turning to those present added: "He is dead." This is the 
enviable end of our most beloved father, the Canon Don Gaspare del Bufalo, ages 51 years, 11 
months, and 22 days.   
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He was a middle height, had chestnut hair, dark eyes, high forehead, pointed chin, rather 
round face, slightly marked by the smallpox, of a clear and florid complexion, of a melancholic 
bilious temperament, of good education, affable manners and gentlemanly deportment. Frank, 
decided, unchangeable in his work, respectful and sincere at the same time, he always spoke the 
language of truth with evangelical liberty. Endowed with a great love of all good, he 
energetically and indefatigably followed it up to the glory of God, and the welfare of his neigh-
bor, sorrowing only that he could not do as much as he wished. Reserved, prudent and of a most 
delicate conscience to a well stored mind he united the simplicity of a child. He gave all his 
attention to what depended on him, specially to the ministry, to his congregation, which he knew 
God required from him. He carried out all his duties with modesty, simplicity, naturally and 
perfectly. A retired life, prayer, study, and the practice of virtues were always to him most dear. 
When the divine glory required it, he travelled, and never shrunk from his work. He was loved 
by the good, respected by the wicked, and he was rich in many gifts, anxious in his mind, 
afflicted in health with many ailments, But in spite of all this he passed his earthly career 
occupied always for the honor of God, and the good of his neighbor, given up entirely to the will 
of God.   

It would appear that God wished in these times to give the clergy a model to follow, 
showing how even in the midst of a most extraordinary life, our proper duties can always be 
fulfilled with holiness.  
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CHAPTER XIII 

WHAT WAS DONE IN ROME AND ALBANO AFTER THE DEATH OF GASPAR 

Gaspar's body was taken to the Church of San Angelo in Pescheria in the morning of the 
30th December, where the last offices were rendered. A great number of people and specially of 
clergy were present, besides those who knew him and were aware of his death. It was frequently 
heard, "A Saint is dead. Rome has lost an apostle." His remains which were exposed in the above 
named church were dressed in the habit of a missionary priest. They were placed and sealed up 
in a wooden coffin and with permission, spontaneously granted by Cardinal Falzacappa, then 
bishop of Albano, they were taken to the Church of San Paolo in Albano and placed there quietly 
during the night. 

The coffin was opened in the presence of the entire community of missionaries, and the 
body was not only perfect, but exhaling a most delicious odor. It was then determined to keep it 
exposed in the church the following day and to perform the services for the dead. So it was done, 
placing him on a modest catafalque with lighted candles. The following morning, as soon as it 
became known in Albano, that Gaspar was dead, and further that his remains were exposed in the 
Church of San Paolo, a concourse of people immediately began and long continued towards the 
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church. A Requiem High Mass was sung, and after it one of the missionaries delivered a funeral 
oration which was heard with every demonstration of veneration and affection. 

After the obsequies preparations were made to bury the body of Gaspar. But when Doctor 
Bassanelli and the Surgeon De Angelis examined the corpse they found it so well preserved that 
they unanimously gave their opinion that it might still remain exposed. The urgent request of the 
Brothers from the district of St. Francis Xavier was then granted. They were anxious to give 
public testimony of the affection and veneration they entertained for the servant of God, who had 
done so much for their good, by having a High Mass offered for him. And so it was done. 
Gaspar's body remaining still incorrupt, a third funeral service was celebrated at the desire of 
many individuals particularly so of the clergy. And at this service, which was most solemn, the 
members of the Cathedral Chapter of Albano were present, also the students of the Seminary, 
many of the secular and regular clergy and numerous other persons. 

The members of the Musical Society voluntarily offered themselves to sing in the choir, a 
special request was made for a repetition of the funeral oration, which moved the most tender 
feelings of all, even to weeping. During those three days the concourse of people from all the 
surrounding neighborhood was great and continuous. And all silently and devoutly looked at the 
corpse of Gaspar, doing their utmost efforts to obtain something belonging to him. And they 
were satisfied only when they could carry away with them some handkerchief, garland, medal or 
other object that had touched his body. And to carry out this purpose, two missionaries were 
appointed to this so as to prevent disorders. But notwithstanding all these precautions, while in 
the act of kissing his hand, an individual endeavored to bite off one of his fingers, but did not 
succeed. 

Seven days after his death, spent as in the before mentioned manner, it was determined to 
bury the body. But as the conservation of those remains could not be looked upon as natural, it 
was determined to make a second examination. In the presence of the Vicar General of Albano, 
the Archpriest Don Giovanni Battista Leuci, the episcopal Chancellor Paolo de Pietro, the 
various Canons and Capuchin monks as well as missionaries, the examination was made by the 
before mentioned doctors. They found Gaspar's body in a natural cold state, incorrupt and 
flexible in all its parts. They found besides, the tongue red and still moist with saliva, the hair 
adhering to the skin, the blisters full of matter as if but lately acquired. They found moreover on 
the shoulders some purple signs like roses in the form of a cross. 

All these things fully persuaded those men, professors of the healing art, after being quite 
convinced that the body had not been embalmed, that the entire conservation of the body for 
seven days after death was not an ordinary thing. The episcopal Chancellor took note of this. The 
corpse was enclosed in a wooden coffin, in which was placed a tin case, enclosing the inscription 
stating that this was the body of the Canon Gaspare del Bufalo, the day of his birth, that of his 
death and burial. All was sealed up with the seal of the episcopal curia and placed in the grave 
made expressly for that purpose in the chapel of San Girolamo on the left hand as we enter the 
said Church of San Paolo in Albano. 
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It is reported that the night before the death of the servant of God a nun at Corti saw him 
suddenly appear before her in surplice and stole, surrounded by his missionaries singing Psalms, 
and rise from earth toward haven. At the same time she heard a voice say: "Libera me Domine de 
morte aeterna." This nun though very reserved in all things concerning herself, mentioned this 
on the following day to her companions, to which another nun added: "The Canon del Bufalo 
will die today." And so in fact it happened. We will also mention that elsewhere another nun 
while in the choir praying about the hour that our Gaspar died, saw him in spirit ascending to the 
celestial glory, and saw St. Francis Xavier his protector coming to meet him. 

CHAPTER XIV 

FAME OF HOLINESS  
AND FAVORS OBTAINED THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF GASPAR 

The renown that followed Gaspar from his earliest years, that he was virtuous as an angel 
upon earth, as a saint, on account of his purity and integrity of his life, not only always 
continued, but grew greater after his return from exile and especially when he gave himself up 
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entirely to the apostolic ministry. Wherever he administered instruction, although his great repute 
preceded him, he was recognized as a most holy man of God, zealous for the good of souls. It is 
not necessary to say how much greater was the opinion in which he was held by the people after 
his death. And this is the reason why during the missions we saw him everywhere surrounded by 
persons of all degrees and age. They went to him for advice and direction, humbly to kiss his 
hand, to request his prayers and to beg for his blessing. It was on every lip that he was loaded 
with virtues, dear and acceptable to our Lord, pious, zealous and an angel sent from heaven for 
the common good. Hence the great desire to obtain from his hand some object of devotion, and 
particularly that of confessing to him. During his missions as soon as he appeared in the pulpit 
everywhere was heard: "Behold the saint. Behold the saint. He looks like an angel. He is like St. 
Aloysius. Bless him." And all wept with joy.  

This was not the opinion of a few, but general and continuous. It was to be heard in all 
places, from men well known for their good sense and learning and among these ecclesiastics of 
renown piety. Monsignor Marchetti, his confessor, called him a little saint, and as such pointed 
him out as a model to his other penitents. Not only the Prince Don Palluzzo Altieri and the other 
members of this noble family but the servants and porters all called him an angel, a saint. The 
Princess always recommended herself to his prayers. Many clergymen, among which we will 
mention the parish priest Aquari, Bettini, Romangnoli and Pinchetti, who afterwards became 
bishop of Amelia, who called him an extraordinary and singular man, a man sent from God. 
Monsignor Albertini called him a golden candelabra, a sweet smelling flower. Monsignor 
Manasse reputed him a saint living in his days. He read his letters on his knees, kissed them and 
placed them on his head. Many other bishops too numerous to mention, held him in great repute. 
Monsignor Strambi, bishop of Macerata and Tolentino, and Monsignor Piervisani, bishop of 
Nocera, who were both his companions in the missions, held him in great veneration. The 
Cardinals Cristaldi, Doria, Ercolani, Odescalchi, Bussi and Fransoni had the highest opinion of 
him. He was moreover most acceptable to the supreme pontiffs, Pius VII and Leo XII.  

The reputation of the man of God, of virtue and of saint, increased much after his death. 
It began to be seen in Albano during the days his remains were exposed, when people came from 
all the neighborhood to look upon them, to venerate them and to recommend themselves to his 
intercession. And it pleased God to grant at his request many favors which will now be related.  

The sexton who dug the grave in the Church of San Paolo for his burial, had long been 
suffering from rheumatism. He mentally recommended himself to his intercession and was 
immediately cured.  

Raimondi Marazzi, of Castel Gandolfo, had been for a year suffering from a fever which 
came every fourth day with a very severe headache, went to Albano, recommended himself to 
him, swallowed a piece of wax from one of the candles burning around his corpse. He 
immediately felt his strength recovered, was able to return home easily, and he never again had 
either the fever or the headache.  

Clementina Brugiaferro from the same place took one of her children, named Antonio, to 
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the funeral of Gaspar. This child was deformed from his birth and could not speak. She placed 
him beside the corpse and put on him some pieces from the candles burning there, 
recommending him to his intercession. After eight days to the surprise of all the child walked 
quite easily and was heard calling his brothers by name and asking his mother for food.  

A youth from Albano, with ulcers which would not yield to all the efforts of the doctors, 
went through curiosity to see the corpse of Gaspar in the Church of San Paolo. While looking at 
it, he felt an inclination to recommend himself to him. He did so, and on his return home having 
with him a handkerchief which had touched the copse, he washed it and afterwards washed 
himself in that same water, and he was immediately cured. After this he made his confession and 
became a virtuous man.  

Orsola, the wife of Pietro Mazzani of Castel Gandolfo, had for many months been 
suffering dreadful headaches. She went to Albano and recommended herself to Gaspar, whose 
corpse was still unburied. On the road she stopped before an image of the Virgin and prayed to 
her and to Gaspar. She felt the pains decreasing and by the time she entered the Church of San 
Paolo she was perfectly free.  

Lucia di Pietrangelo of Albano had a tumor in the left eye which had at one time 
produced a fistula on the same eye. Full of faith she placed the afflicted parts against Gaspar's 
hand and on leaving the church she found herself entirely free from the tumor and the fistula.  

In Civita Lavinia by merely swallowing a thread from a shirt used by Gaspar the 
following were entirely cured: Giuseppe Ferrante, who had already been anointed and was 
suffering form a violent chest complaint and spitting blood; a child of Angelo Frezza almost 
dying from attacks from worms; Anna Maria Evangelista from a most violent headache from 
which she has been suffering for a fortnight and from the fever she had had for some days; also 
Paolina Chianta was cured from an organic complaint, which from the beginning had swollen her 
greatly, and she had already received the extreme unction.  

Annunciata Campodonico, of Castel Gandolfo, suffered from excruciating pains in the 
stomach which no medical art seemed capable of curing, was brought to the point of death and 
called for her confessor. A picture of Gaspar was placed on her stomach and at that moment the 
spasms ceased entirely.  

Maria Anna Botti, the wife of Feliciano Calvini, suffering from a violent fever and acute 
pains in the joints, and Carolina Amicucci, also from the same Castello, suffering from a 
malignant tumor on the leg, were both perfectly cured: the one by applying the likeness of 
Gaspar to the body, and the other a piece of the coat of the servant of God.  

Ottavio Lostocco of Lenola in the kingdom of Naples had already been given up by 
doctors as being in rapid consumption and hopelessly incurable. By merely swallowing with 
some water a thread drawn from the linen used by our missionary immediately got better and 
ultimately entirely recovered.  

Francesca, widow of Mariano of Nepi, suffered from a severe inflammation of the lungs, 
which resisted every medicine, and had brought her to the point of death. Her extremities were 
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already cold, her pulse irregular, and a mortal hiccup oppressed her. By simply touching the 
likeness of Gaspar she quickly recovered her strength, her pulse, her voice and her color. She 
invoked his intercession with great faith, went quietly to sleep, and began to improve and after 
ten days she was able to leave her bed fully recovered.  

The Sister Maria Eletta de Castris, a nun at Santa Chiara of Sezzo, after eating some 
mushrooms, was taken ill with great pains, continual vomiting, irregular and very weak pulse, 
her face contorted and the extremities quite cold. These symptoms raised fears for her life, the 
more as nothing had any effect on her. Having swallowed a few threads taken from the shirt of 
the servant of God, instantly all pains disappeared, and she recovered entirely.  

Pietro Paolo Pochini of Civita Lavinia was on the point of death from a pernicious fever. 
The parish priest touched him with Gaspar's belt. He immediately recovered his senses, got 
better and in six days was out of bed. With the same application his sister Angela, who was on 
the point of death and given up by the doctors, recovered her health.  

Maria Falcetti of Rome had been for 37 days laid up with brain fever, and the medicines 
she took were more injurious than beneficial. One day when her pains were becoming 
intolerable, she recommended herself warmly to Gaspar and placed his likeness upon her head. 
She went tranquilly to sleep, what she had not done the whole of her illness, and the following 
morning she awoke perfectly recovered.  

Giovanni Cardoni of Albano, already in the agonies of death, got better by toughing the 
likeness of Gaspar, and in a short time entirely recovered his health.  

The noble young Lady Francesca di Maistre of Nice, had a leg contracted and insensible, 
so much that it was feared it would be necessary to amputate it. But having touched it with the 
likeness of Gaspar, she extended it, stood up and walked with perfect ease.  

Tommaso Porcari of Cori, suffering from rheumatism, pleurisy and other in-flammation, 
was on the point of death and already in the hands of the priest. Induced to trust in the 
intervention of Gaspar, to take in water some threads from the linen worn by him, he so far 
recovered that he asked for some food, he took it like a man in full health, and in a few days he 
left his bed entirely recovered.  

In the convent of Monte Cerignone the Sister Costante Rolli had been for three years 
suffering great pains in the stomach. No longer able to endure them she applied a piece of the 
belt used by our missionary, and the following morning she was perfectly cured. In the same and 
in a similar manner Maria Teresa Guardinghi recovered from a violent pain in the ear, which she 
had for six days and which threatened suppuration.  

Lorenzo Tariani of Castel Gandolfo was dangerously ill, his eyes were closed, the could 
scarcely speak or hear. So near death was he considered to be, that extreme unction was 
administered to him. It was suggested that he place implicit confidence in the intercession of 
Gaspar. A small piece of the servant of God's hat was put around his neck, and in a short time he 
recovered.  

Maria Gigante, of Bastia in Corsica, by merely touching the picture of Gaspar, recovered 
from a pectoral dropsy which a consultation of doctors had deduced incurable.  
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Nicola Lestini of Genzano had been for nearly a year afflicted with an ulcerated sore on 
the hip, so bad, that ten times he had had it cut even to the bone. His wife, who always dressed it 
for him, one evening put on the sore a small piece of the belt of our Canon. Instigated by his 
companions, although suffering, Nicola went out shooting, and during the three days he was 
away, he did not see any blood issue from the wound, nor did he feel any pain, as was always the 
case when he made the least movement. On his return home, when his wife was dressing it she 
found to their mutual surprise that the wound was entirely closed.  

Anna Maria Marazzi of Castel Gandolfo, five years old, had the right eye nearly closed 
on account of a growing wen (cyst) on the lower part of the eye lid and which became longer as 
she grew in years. Her mother took her to San Paolo in Albano and laid her down with the part 
affected against the stone of Gaspar's grave, and when she rose up the "Natta venutale" had 
disappeared. Anna Maria,when asked how this happened, said it had disappeared because the 
priest dressed in a red cope had touched it with his right hand while she lay prostrate on the 
grave stone of God's servant.  

Antonio Pelloni of the same place had been for a long time subject to epileptic fits. On 
the death of one of his relatives he had a most violent fit accompanied with aberrations of mind. 
Induced to drink some water containing a thread taken from Gaspar's clothing, he recovered and 
was never again subject to this illness notwithstanding numerous misfortunes.  

The Count Lorenzo Soderini of Rome was afflicted with an extended hernia. One day it 
became inflamed and bothered him very much and he suffered intolerable spasms. The biretta of 
Gaspar was applied with confidence on him. He fell asleep and when he awoke, he was 
completely cured.  

The application of the picture of our missionary completely relieved the Sister Constanza 
Vitali, a nun at the Convent of Buon Consiglio at Ascoli, from the most violent convulsions to 
which she was subject, so completely that she was able to join the choir in thanking Our Lord, 
and she was never molested again by this illness.  

Maria Antonia d'Ottavia, the wife of Domenico Acciare of Rocca di Papa, suffered so 
much from tooth ache that her face was so swollen as to deprive her of the sight of one eye. 
Hearing so much reported of the favors obtained through the intercession of Gaspar, she 
determined to visit his grave. On the road she recommended herself with faith and earnestness to 
his intercession. On entering the church and while looking for his grave, she saw him standing on 
the gravestone and making signs to her with his hand as if he were calling her to him. And she 
heard a voice saying to her: "Maria Antonia, come here, it is here I am buried," and he disap-
peared. At the same time the swelling went down, the pain ceased and she was perfectly healed. 
And although all her teeth were decayed, she never had any more pains.  

Maddelena di Pietro from Marino had a swelling on the neck with 17 open wounds. She 
put upon it a medal which had touched the corpse of our Canon, and she found the swelling 
immediately disappear, and in a few days she had entirely recovered.  

By the application of a crown that had touched the body of Gaspar, Giovanni Vicini of 
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the same place was cured from a severe sciatica that had been declared incurable by the doctors.  
At Rimini Mariano Ballerini, aged 24, was cured from dropsy by the application of a 

ribbon which had been wound around Gaspar's arms while being bled.  
Cecilia Mariotti of Castel Gandolfo, aged 60, suffering from severe illness, by some 

thought to be dropsy, had already lost her speech. Swallowing some threads taken from the dress 
of the servant of God, she entirely recovered.  

Stefano Mondelli of Rome, a shoemaker, subject to much spitting of blood, was healed 
by merely hanging around his neck a medal which had touched the body of Canon del Bufalo.  

Caterina Minucci of Castel Gandolfo was cured in three days from an ulcer in the leg, 
which had been declared dangerous, by applying to it a piece of Gaspar's coat.  

Carolina Frezza of Civita Lavinia was afflicted by such terrible birth pains that it was 
decided to give her the last sacraments. In this state she swallowed a spoonful of water with a 
thread from the shirt of Gaspar. She began to have a cold sweat and lost the use of her mind; then 
all of the sudden a mass was ejected from her uterus, the pain ceased, and she got better after a 
long convalescence.  

The favors so far related, excluding many others, are taken from the processes for the 
beatification and canonization.         
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CHAPTER XV 

 OTHER FAVORS OBTAINED THROUGH GASPAR'S INTERCESSION 

The favors we are now about to relate are not included in the processes taken. Many of 
these however are verified by the promises made to visit Gaspar's tomb, and by offerings and 
gifts made or sent. All are preserved in a place expressly appointed till such time as the Holy See 
will decide the cause of the servant of God.  

Francesca Menghi of Sant'Agata Feltria suffering from a severe nervous fever was cured 
by the application of Gaspar's shirt.  

Giuseppe Notari of Nepi was afflicted with rheumatic pains in the thighs. These ceased 
the moment he swallowed a few threads taken from Gaspar's shirt. The same individual was 
suffering from severe intestinal pains took and applied to the part afflicted a likeness of the 
servant of God. He felt the pains diminishing, went to sleep and awoke about an hour later 
entirely free from pains.  

The Canon Don Luigi Gori of Rimini, had a fistula in the nose. Full of faith he applied to 
it a piece of our missionaries' shirt and was cured.  

Catarina Farneti of Meldola, fearing that her child Domenico, two years old, was dumb, 
put around his neck a piece of the shirt of the servant of God, and that same day he began to talk.  

Gaspar appeared to Vincenza Ludovici of Cattanello and cured her from a most acute 
quinsy which had so reduced her that the doctor had given up hope.  

A young country girl from Montenuovo, believing herself damned for having caused the 
death of her baby, became strange. She would not see anybody; she continued for five months in 
bed and would not speak or hear of confession. She was surreptitiously made to swallow some 
threads from Gaspar's shirt. As if awakening from a long lethargic sleep she sat up in bed, got up, 
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asked pardon of all, made her confession, and with a quiet mind returned to her work.  
In consequence of a fall, Francesca Pasquini of Macerata Feltria had a continued pain in 

the left knee. For three years the pain went on increasing in spite of all the remedies used, and 
she was obliged to walk with crutches. In the fourth year a tumor broke out which, enlarging 
with inflammation, was declared incurable by the doctor. The sick woman recollecting that she 
had been cured from another tumor by a blessing Gaspar gave her when passing through that 
place, recommended herself to him, and taking a thread from his shirt, and touching with his 
likeness the part affected, after three days she found herself free from her illness.  

Barbara Cancellotti of Gubbio was nearly losing an eye from the small pox. Making the 
sign of the cross with the picture of Gaspar she recovered in such a way that the doctor said it 
was like an eye newly acquired.  

A young lady, Miss De Revel, studying under the Ursulines at Lyons, was seriously 
attacked in the joint of one knee and it became so swollen that she lost the use of the leg and the 
doctors were unable to do her any good. She recommend herself to the servant of God and made 
a novena to the Sacred Blood for which she had a great devotion. Having finished the first one, 
she made another novena and during that time she expressed a wish to be taken to the church that 
she might assist at Mass. During the elevation of the host she suddenly threw herself on her 
knees and was perfectly cured.  

Giuseppe Grifoni of Urbino, was given up by the doctors, and on the point of death. He 
was recommended to our missionary and recovered his health.  

Maria Giusti of Magliano in the Province of Aquila in the kingdom of Naples had been 
for two months laid up with inflammation of the brain and had lost her sight. The servant of God 
appeared to her in a dream. He placed his hand lightly on her shoulder and said to her: Maria, 
have faith in God and in Mary the most holy, and you will be healed." Immediately she felt better 
and her sight began to get clear. After eight days he again appeared to her, and taking off his hat 
to her, he gave her his hand. While she wanted to tell him that being a missionary she would 
confess to him, he smiled upon her and vanished. From that moment she was entirely healed and 
perfectly recovered her sight.  

Mr. V. Coudrict, under Curate of Baume, in the diocese of Besancon, in consequence of a 
fall had his knee so injured that for five months he had not been able to walk without great pain. 
He invoked the servant of God and made a novena with the Seven Offerings of the Most 
Precious Blood. On the last day after having said Mass with very great difficulty and made his 
thanksgiving, he found himself free from pain so much so that jumping and running he returned 
home quite happy.  

The nuns Maria Constanza Panara, Luisa Rossi and Maria Antonia di Miranda, belonging 
to the convent of Ariano in the kingdom of Naples, all dangerously ill, were cured by drinking 
the water in which a piece of Gaspar's shirt had been put.  

Raffaele Cosentini, a surgeon of Benevento, suffering from (something) and which no 
remedies would cure, invoked the aid of the servant of God and took some threads from the linen 
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used by him and in a most wonderful manner was delivered from his illness.  
Francesco Menichini of Albano had to undergo an operation in Rome for a polypus in the 

nose. But, as it kept growing, he touched it with the likeness of our Canon, and warmly recom-
mended himself to him. That night he had a dream during which he heard a voice telling him that 
his request had been granted. In fact the next morning he had a very large discharge of matter 
from the nose and fully recovered. He went afterwards to the grave of his benefactor to return 
thanks, and his wife accompanied him. To show her gratitude she went there with bare feet.  

While praying over Gaspar's grave Rosa di Marco of Marino was cured from a very 
severe headache.  

Giuseppe Muzzi of Sezze had been pierved by a cart wheel, was quickly cured after 
having invoked Gaspar's aid, although the doctors said his recovery would be very difficult.  

Luigi Pennacchia, living in Velletri, was attacked by a periodical fever, which after a time 
turned into a malignant, putrid imflammatory gastric. He was given up by the doctors and was 
about to receive extreme unction. His wife Francesca having heard that the pious Mistress 
Geltrude Fatati had been cured from a colic through the intercession of Gaspar. Full of trust she 
recommended her husband to him, then gave the sick man some water to drink containing some 
threads from Gaspar's shirt. In half an hour he recovered his senses, the fever left him. Perfectly 
cured in a few days he was able to resume his work as a miller.  

Lorenzo Lattanzi of Sermoneta was attacked by an epidemic disease which had already 
carried off several members of his family in spite of all care. He received the last sacraments and 
was given up. He warmly recommended himself to Gaspar himself and vowed to visit his tomb. 
He quickly began to recover and was soon able to fulfill his promise.  

Angela di Pasquale of Albano, Mariana Bianchi of Rome and Catherina Pelosi of Marino 
gave birth happily through the intercession of the Servant of God in difficult births. 

The daughter of the Countess Clementina Grabocowski, who was suffering from a severe 
illness in the stomach, recovered from it at the very hour her mother was praying at Gaspar's 
sepulchre for his intercession on her behalf.  

Luigi Raparelli of Marino, ill with fever and pains in the side, applied a likeness of our 
missionary, full of confidence, to the part afflicted and was quickly cured from all ills.  

Faustina Snanini of Rimini had most acute pains on the left part of the chest. Having 
applied to it a piece of Gaspar's shirt, she was perfectly cured.  

Clelia Marcelli of Cori was on the point of death, so much so that she had even received 
the holy oils. She took in water some threads from the shirt of the servant of God. She got worse, 
but during the night the convulsions and the fever left her. She was out of danger and to the 
surprise of the doctor in eight days she was out of bed.  

Mariangela Farina of Merino had for some days been suffering from an ulcer on the leg. 
She could not stand from the pain. She uncovered it and finding it black, was greatly frightened. 
She invoked Gaspar's intercession and the next morning the ulcer was so healed up that there 
was not the smallest sign to show where it had been.  
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Maddelena Rutili of Sant'Elpidio living in Giano was attacked by an inflammation of the 
lungs. Having swallowed a thread of Gaspar's shirt she was perfectly cured.  

Giuseppe Castellaci of Albano was suffering from sciatica judged by the doctors to be 
incurable. With his whole family he prayed for the intercession of the servant of God. Gaspar ap-
peared to him in a dream and assured him that he would be cured. He quickly improved and, 
though with difficulty, he was able to move about the house. After ten days with the help of 
crutches he was at Gaspar's tomb in San Paolo, and found himself quite free from pain, so that he 
was immediately able to return to his work as a servant.  

Carlotta Filippini, from some injury to the nerves, was not able to walk and her leg was 
greatly swollen. She recommended herself to the intercession of Gaspar and fully recovered.  

Maria Pianelli of Cori was bitten in the arm which became so swollen and black, that it 
was though it would he necessary to amputate it. She invoked the servant of God, and applied his 
likeness to the part afflicted. On the following morning she found the swelling had gone down, 
and very shortly after the arm was entirely healed.  

Francesco Dimmi of Albano, five years of age, had been lifted up several times by a 
youth, by placing both hands under his chin and thus twisted his head. For two months all efforts 
to set it right failed. His mother took him to Gaspar's sepulchre, and after three days the child 
was well.  

Vittoria Lambi of Roma could not give birth. The midwife wanted to call the doctor. But 
Vittoria recommended herself with confidence to the intercession of the Servant of God and 
applied to her body his image, and suddenly she was able to give birth to a boy, whom she called 
Vincenzo. 

Lorenza Stella of Albano recovered from a dangerous illness, and Cecilia Mariotti of 
Albano from various complicated illnesses, as soon as they had taken in water some threads from 
the shirt of our missionary.  

Agostino Giovansanti, and Agostino Girvagnoli of Mariano both recovered from a 
periodical fever from which they were suffering by visiting Gaspar's tomb.  

Raffaela Sodani of Frosinone suffered a severe shock 16 years previously of a heart 
malady so many times that she feared for her life, without any hope of being able to get better by 
the means used. When she went to the Church of San Paolo on 6 May 1851, while she was 
kneeling on his tomb she recommended heself to Gaspar. She began to be freed and she felt a 
shiver go through her body, and she seemed to fall into a shock. But from this point on she felt 
free. In the time that followed she never felt that experience again in spite of other fears that she 
had. 

We will close this chapter by relating the cure of Vincenza, the wife of Francesco Troiani 
of Castel Gandolfo, obtained through the intercession of Gaspar on the 23rd August of the 
present year 1852. Attacked with a pernicious fever considered incurable, was given up by the 
doctors. She received the last sacraments, had lost her speech and was on the point of death. The 
relatives who were assisting her made her swallow in water a thread from the shirt of the servant 
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of God and then kneeling around her bed, prayed for her. The sick woman recovered her voice, 
raised her head, and asked them what they were doing. And hearing that they were praying to 
God for her, that He might restore her to health through the intercession of the Venerable Gaspar, 
a thread of whose shirt she had swallowed, she joined them in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin. 
After this for about half an hour Vincenza remained as if asleep. She then called her husband and 
told him that he Blessed Virgin had appeared to her accompanied by the Canon del Bufalo, who 
told her that at this time she would not die as grace had been granted her. The fever left her that 
moment, she recovered her strength and a few days after she had entirely regained her health.  

CHAPTER XVI 

CONCLUSION 
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What we have related in the foregoing memoir induced the admirers of the virtues of our 
Gaspar to urge the formation of a process, lest with time death might deprive us of the evidence 
of those who from their own knowledge could be witnesses to the truth of his brilliant actions. 
The Missionaries of the Congregation of the Most Precious Blood, founded by Gaspar, and who 
have always been near him, greatly admired him and most willingly applied themselves to it. In 
fact three processes were made. The first in Ancona, the second in Rome and the third in Albano. 
These last two are very voluminous, and in them were examined 57 witnesses, amongst them 
some most eminent cardinals, several bishops and prelates and many distinguished persons.   

The processes being finished, and every thing else having been done as required by the 
directions of Urban VIII and the rules laid down by Benedict XIV, and after more than one 
hundred letters had been presented to the Holy See from cardinals, archbishops, bishops, 
chapters, congregations of Orders, religious, archconfraternities and nobles, requesting that the 
cause should be investigated, the eminent cardinals composing the Sacred Congregation of Rites, 
undertook the examination, and having assembled in session on the 10th day of January of this 
present year 1852, to the proposed doubt: An Signanda sit commissio introductionis Causae 
Servi Dei Gasparis del Bufalo. It was unanimously answered: Signandam esse commissionem si 
Santissimo placuerit.   

His Holiness our Lord Pope Pius IX was pleased to sign with his own hand the 
commission of the 15th day of January of 1852, and the Congregation of Rites published the 
following decrees: 


