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NEWS FROM ROME 
General Curia of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood 

This year marks the 25th anniversary 
of the martyrdom of five Adorers of 
the Blood of Christ from the United 
States of America.  The sisters were 
ministering in Liberia and fell victim to 
the violence of a civil war.  A short 
documentary was commissioned to 
commemorate their lives and deaths.  
May their witness to the Gospel 
inspire all of us.  You can view the 
documentary here.  

Martyrs of Charity

Frequently when I am walking around Rome I stop in the church of 
Santa Maria in Trivio to pray at the tomb of St. Gaspar. I like to pray 
and to ask his intercession for the Congregation. I ask for his help 
and advice about issues that are facing the Congregation. I ask him 
to help me face personal challenges and my responsibilities as his 
successor. I remember with him by name the members who are 
asking for dimissorials or indults.  I always lift up to him our 
candidates in formation, the sick, and elderly members of the 
Congregation.  I tell him about what I have observed during the 
official visits and particularly members who have shared with me their 
struggles in community living and in their apostolates. I ask St. 
Gaspar to remember them and to help them in whatever way that he 
is able. 

I know that many members who come to Rome make similar visits. 
Often I encounter other people who are also at his tomb praying.  
There is a note there that invites people to write out their prayers to 
St. Gaspar and to place their intentions in a basket. The basket beside 
his tomb is always full. I also remember that St. Pope John XXIII 
prayed at the tomb to ask for St. Gaspar’s intercession as the Second 
Vatican Council was being convened. Praying to the saints and asking 
their intercession is a long and beautiful practice in our Church.  
Continued on page 2… 

Communion of Saints

Congratulations to Rev. Victor 
Manuel Navichoc Menchú, C.PP.S., 
from the Central American Mission 
who was ordained to the priesthood 
on October 20, 2017.  

Upcoming Events 

November 1-17— Official Visitation of 
the Chilean Vicariate 

November 19 — Ordination of 
Eduardo Indeque (Iberian Province) 

November 27-December 1— Retreat 
for Latin American Members

http://www.cppsmissionaries.org
http://adorers.org/martyrsdocumentary/
http://adorers.org/martyrsdocumentary/
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Continued from page 1…It is also a tradition of our Church to pray 
for the dead. While it is a particularly prevalent practice in the month 
of November as part of our observance of the twin feasts of All Saint 
and All Souls, it is not limited to this month. Our Normative Texts and 
the Statutes of our units stipulate the requirements of our suffragia. 
But it is much more than a requirement. In many of our house 
communities around the world, like here at the Generalate, we read 
daily the necrology and pray for our deceased members. In the same 
way, many of us observe the death anniversaries of family members 
and loved ones and entrust them to the heavenly embrace of an all 
merciful God. 

I find comfort in praying to St. Gaspar and for the dead because 
mindfulness of the Communion of the Saint places me within the 
embrace of a timeless and eternal relationship with God and all 
believers. It allows me to understand the smallness and 
insignificance of my little life as part of an ongoing narrative of 
faithfulness. When I prayerfully visit the tomb of St. Gaspar, or the 
community cemeteries in our units, or my family plot in the cemetery 
of my home parish, I remember our belief that our relationships do 
not end with death, but are transformed through God’s grace.   
—V. Rev. William Nordenbrock, C.PP.S. 

New Precious Blood 
Spirituality Book Planned

How does Precious Blood Spirituality 
form your ministry?  How are you 
responding to the Cry of the Blood 
today?  The Generalate is still looking 
for essays to include in a new 
Precious Blood Spirituality book.  If 
you are interested in submitting an 
essay please contact Rev. Jeffrey 
Kirch, C.PP.S., right away.  
secgencpps@gmail.com

Rev. Bernard Diekhoff, C.PP.S. 
Kansas City Province 
January 7, 2017

Rev. Ramón Rodriguez Navas, C.PP.S. 
Iberian Province 
January 9, 2017

Rev. James Bender, C.PP.S. 
Cincinnati Province 
March 21, 2017

Rev. Gene Wilson, C.PP.S. 
Cincinnati Province 
March 30, 2017

Rev. Alvin Herber, C.PP.S. 
Kansas City Province 
October 12, 2017

During November the Church makes a special effort to remember our beloved dead.  As Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood we take a moment to recall all of our Missionaries who have gone before us marked with the sign 

of faith.  The following Missionaries have passed away during 2017.  Click on their names to read their 
obituaries.  

In Memoriam….

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  Amen.

Do you have news that you would like 
to share with the Congregation?  Do 
you have an interesting story from 
your community or apostolate?  Send 
it to Rev. Jeffrey Kirch, C.PP.S. at 
secgencpps@gmail.com
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