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NEWS FROM ROME 
General Curia of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood 

 Upcoming Events 

January 8-19— Gen. Council Meeting 

January 14 — World Day for Migrants 
& Refugees 

January 22-26 — Italian Provincial & 
Chilean Vicariate Assemblies 

February 4 — Definitive Incorporation 
of Fredy Campos Toribio (Colombia)

All Are Brought Near 
V. Rev. William Nordenbrock, C.PP.S.

In the book The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything: A Spirituality for 
Real Life, James Martin, SJ, tells the story of St. Alphonsus Rodríguez 
(1532-1617).  Brother Alphonsus worked for 46 years as the porter at 
the Jesuit college in Majorca, Spain. When the bell would ring 
announcing a visitor, he would pray as he went to open the door: “I am 
coming, Lord.”  Pope Francis could have had St. Alphonsus in mind 
when he wrote in his message for the World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees: 2018 “Every stranger who comes to our door is an 
opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ.…” 

Missionaries know the importance of hospitality. We know the blessing 
of being welcomed in a foreign land or into someone’s home. Being 
missionary and being hospitable are two sides of the same coin. A 
missionary seeks to go to others as a witness of Christ. Hospitality is the 
witness of welcoming the one who comes to us as if they are Christ. 

As Missionaries of the Precious Blood we challenge ourselves to be 
hospitable. In the message from the XX General Assembly we read, “As 
Christ, who opened his arms on the cross, drew all peoples to Himself, 
we, the incorporated members and lay associates, form an open 
communion where all are welcomed.” As one who has frequently been 
blessed to receive C.PP.S. hospitality, I know we take justifiable pride in 
hospitality as a hallmark of our community life. But as we near the 
observance of the World Day for Migrants…  Continued on page 2… 

Responding to the Cry of the 
Blood from Across the Ocean

The following reflection was written by 
Magdalena Stasiak, a university 
student from Poland.  She had an 
internship at the Precious Blood 
Ministry of Reconciliation in Chicago 
and reflected on her time there.  

My name is Magdalena. I come from 
Poland.  I appreciate my country but I 
never feel that Poland is my place in 
the world. I hope to find this place 
someday, so I am open to learning 
about new cultures and about the 
world in general. 
I grew up in a wonderful family. My 
parents’ love is the most beautiful love 
I have seen in this world; I….click 
here to read more.
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Continued from page 1… and Refugees (14 January 2018) I am asking: 
How can hospitality be a focus for our mission? 

While its not unique to our day, we live in a time of great migratory 
movement and the displacement of refugees. Indisputably, the plight 
of these peoples is a modern “cry of the blood.” The cry can be heard 
worldwide, in every C.PP.S. unit, by anyone whose heart is open to 
hear. How do we respond? Is there a way for the charism of hospitality 
that is so apparent in our house communities to find expression in our 
ministries and our apostolic witness in the world? 

I encourage everyone to read the Message of His Holiness Pope Francis 
for the 104th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2018.  Click here to 
read.  In this document Pope Francis outlines a shared response to 
migratory peoples that invites concrete action “to welcome, to protect, 
to promote and to integrate.” As you reflect on his words, imagine the 
implications for a renewed focus for your parish, your school, or for 
your unit’s social justice ministry. 

As a Congregation we have long engaged in ministry to migratory 
peoples; often we ourselves were immigrants. This commitment 
continues today throughout the Congregation.  Here is one example, 
among many, of a province’s recent advocacy work in this area. Click 
here to read. 

For all those who profess and live a spirituality of the Precious Blood, 
we must constantly seek ways to create doors in the walls that separate 
peoples. And we must stand ready to open those doors and say: My 
heart is ready. Welcome, Lord!

Rev. Michael Schiegl, 
C.PP.S., 1929-2017

Rev. Michael Schiegl, C.PP.S., from the 
Teutonic Province, died on December 
31, 2017.  He was born on January 14, 
1929 in Rettenbach, Diocese of 
Regensburg, and was baptized the 
following day. In 1950 he entered the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood 
and was definitively incorporated on 
December 3, 1954. On July 10, 1955, 
he was ordained to the....Click here 
for the obituary in English and here 
for German.

C.PP.S. in a Snapshot
CPPS as of January 1, 2018… Total 
Membership:  534 

•  Bishops:  2 
•  Priests:  491 
•  Brothers:  36 
•  Def. Inc. Students & Deacons:  5 

In 2017 there were… 

•  Priests Ordained:  9 
•  Cand. Definitively Incorporated:  2 
•  Missionaries who died:  7 
•  Missionaries who left the C.PP.S.:  3 
•  Candidates in formation:  156 
           Adv.:  67, Spec.:  34, Initial:  55  

Ordination the Chilean Vicariate
We are happy to share news of the ordination of Fr. Diego Gallardo, 
C.PP.S., of the Chilean Vicariate. 

The ordination took place at Precious Blood Church in Valdivia on 
January 6, 2018, on St. Gaspar’s birthday. Archbishop René Rebolledo 
presided. The archbishop, a seminary classmate of Frs. Abelardo 
Ibaceta, C.PP.S., and Noe Lemus, C.PP.S., is a good friend of the 
Missionaries….to read more click here.
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