
Missionaries of the Precious Blood June 1, 2017

Community and Communion 
V. Rev. William Nordenbrock, C.PP.S. 

These past few months we have been talking about community 
life.  In response to a mandate of the XX General Assembly, we 
have been engaged in a worldwide dialogue about community 
life in all of the units.  That dialogue is in preparation for a 
Community Life Symposium (CLS) to be held July 24-28 in 
Rome.  Representatives from all of the units will bring the 
wisdom of the members and discern together a praxis that will 
help to describe authentic CPPS community life. That is all well 
and good and I look forward to the CLS, but what will be the 
significance of discerning a new praxis? 

Maybe it will be a meaningless exercise and maybe it will 
transformed our members and units of the congregation. It will 
all depend on us. 

The CLS will not be the end of the dialogue. The hopeful plan is 
that after the CLS, the members in the units will return to a 
dialogue about their community life by looking again at their 
current reality through the lens of the new CPPS Community   
Life praxis.  continued on next page 
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Staying in touch 

Welcome to the new News 
from Rome!  The General Curia 
is publishing this brief, monthly 
newsletter for two reasons.  
First, the ministry of the 
Moderator General is a 
ministry of animation.  This 
newsletter will allow him to 
share his thoughts and 
reflections with all the units.  
Secondly, as recognized by the 
previous General Assembly, 
we are an international 
congregation.  So, this 
newsletter will be a tool to 
share news from around the 
world.  We hope that this will 
help the Congregation 
strengthen the bonds of 
communion between all of us.  
Questions can be directed to 
Fr. Jeffrey Kirch, C.PP.S., 
secgencpps@gmail.com 

Ordination in Italy 

On Saturday, May 13, 2017 
dozens of Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood, seminarians, 
friends, and family gathered in 
the Church of the 
Annunciation of Mary in the 
town of Partinico, Sicily to 
celebrate the presbyteral 
ordination of Giampiero 
Lunetto…To read further click 
here. 
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While we have some existing guidance about community life in 
the Normative Texts, I have seen significant differences in the 
lived experience of community in the units. Some of these 
differences are the result of cultural influences and some can 
be traced to the historical development of the units. 

In his article in the recent issue of the Cup of the New 
Covenant, Fr. Joseph Nassal made an important observation 
that I would like us to include in our reflection on community 
life.  He noted that community life needs to be rooted in more 
than an emotional relationship, but needs to be a reflection of 
the spiritual relationship that we have with one another. 
 
The emotional components of the 
relationship are important.  We all hope 
for a satisfying relationship with others 
in the community.  We hope 
for community life to be an expression 
of a mutual care and support for 
one another.  This emotional support 
is essential if we are to live our 
vocation as a Missionary of the 
Precious Blood. It allows us to be happy 
and healthy human beings. But the 
bonds of community life needs 
to be rooted at a deeper spiritual level, 
as well. 

What is the spiritual relationship that is needed?  Quite literally, 
it means that we are in communion with one another; a 
communion that is an embodiment of our shared relationship 
or communion with God. We become one with each other 
because our vocational relationship with God joins us into the 
one body that we call community. When I live in deep 
awareness of my unity with God; when I am aware that I am 
held in a loving divine embrace in the heart of God, spiritually I 
also embrace all others who are also held in the heart of God. 

This spiritual relationship was expressed in the message of the 
XX General Assembly where we envisioned: Like the open 
heart of Christ, our communities are sacred spaces of deep 
dialogue where we share our joys and sorrows, hopes and 
dreams in an atmosphere of trust, respect and love.  

I pray that we can live this dream into reality.
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On April 24, 25, and 26 the Italian 
Province gathered at the Provincial 
Office in Rome for an symposium 
on Venerable Giovanni Merlini, a 
close associate of St. Gaspar and 
the third Moderator General of the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood.  
The symposium was titled 
Venerable Giovanni Merlini:  The 
Ability to Make Extraordinary, the 
Ordinary and the presentations 
explored how Merlini has had an 
extraordinary influence on the the 
Church, the Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood, and the Adorers of 
the Blood of Christ…To read 
further click here.

Merlini Symposium 
Sponsored by Italian 
Province

Pastoral Planning in 
Cincinnati Province

On April 30 and May 1, dozens of 
members of the Cincinnati Province 
of the Missionaries of the Precious 
Blood met to continue the pastoral 
planning process. Previous sessions 
were held in 2000, 2006, and 2012…  
To read further click here.

Upcoming Events 

June 8—Priesthood Ordination of 
Peter Tam Hoang (Vietnam) 

June 29—Priesthood Ordination of 
Giacomo Manzo (Italy) 

July 3-14—General Council Meeting 

July 23-29—Community Life 
Symposium
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