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“Good” Community 
V. Rev. William Nordenbrock, C.PP.S. 
What image comes to mind when you hear the word 
community?  It was clear during the Community Life 
Symposium that members in different units and cultures use 
the term in different ways.  More importantly, it was clear that 
the differences in word usage reflect important and significant 
variation in thought and belief. 

In much of the Congregation, the term community is 
synonymous with residence.  When a  member says “my 
community,” they are referring to the members with whom they 
live.  For these members, the idea of community life is 
essentially united with a need for a shared residence and 
shared daily activities.  This is reflected in their language of 
describing good community life.  A “good” community is one 
where the members in residence are faithful to daily prayer, 
meals, and other activities in common. 

Another group of members in the Congregation would refer to 
their shared residences as house communities, but when they 
speak about “my community” they are referring to a broader 
network of relationships.  For these members, the term 
community may be used as a synonym for the Congregation or 
their unit.  For them, community might include non-members 
like a lay associate who has a strong relationship with the 
members.  This group judges a community as being good 
based on the depth of the relationships.  Continued on page 2 
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Symposium on an 
Authentic C.PP.S. 
Community Life 
From July 23-28 over forty 
representatives from all of the units 
of the Congregation and two lay 
associates gathered in Rome for 
the Community Life Symposium.  
This gathering was the culmination 
of a year-long process of reflection 
and discussion on an authentic 
understanding of C.PP.S. 
community life.  The XXth General 
Assembly mandated the General 
Curia to lead this process during its 
term.  See Fr. Nordenbrock’s 
column to the right for his 
reflection on the gathering.  You 
can also find day-by-day reports 
and photos from the Symposium 
on the website of the General 
Curia.  Click here for the website. 

Upcoming Events 

August 15—202nd Anniversary of 
Foundation of the Congregation 

September 2—Ordination of 
Francesco Caizzone (Italy) 

September 10-23—Official 
Visitation of the Brazilian Vicariate 

September 25-29—Reimagining 
gathering of Cincinnati and Kansas 
City Provinces 
September 30— Ordination of 
Ernesto Di Fiore (Italy)

NEWS FROM ROME 
General Curia of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood 

http://www.cppsmissionaries.org/cpps-news/
http://www.cppsmissionaries.org/cpps-news/
http://www.cppsmissionaries.org
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“Good” Community continued from page 1…While recognizing 
these differences, during the Community Life Symposium we 
stressed the importance of not falling into the trap of thinking 
in a dualistic way about these two approaches to or 
understandings of community.  We acknowledged that both 
perspectives contributed to our understanding of authentic 
C.PP.S. community life.  We valued the shared residences with a 
daily schedule of shared activities as being the preferred 
model of C.PP.S. community life, but we stressed that these 
activities must in fact strengthen our relationships with one 
another.  Living alone in the same house, emotionally detached 
from one another, is not authentic community life.  In the same 
way, living apart with only occasional shared activities with 
other members is not a model of community life that will give 
an effective witness of communion and reconciliation to the 
world. 
For our reflection: If we share a residence with other C.PP.S. 
members, do our common activities reflect and promote a 
deep emotional and spiritual communion with our brothers? 
If we are not living with other C.PP.S. members, how can we 
increase our participation in shared activities with other C.PP.S. 
members so as to be a more visible sign of communion? 
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Since 2008 the Kansas City Province 
has sponsored the Precious Blood 
Volunteers program.  The program 
offers volunteers the opportunity to 
live in community and minister 
together with the Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood.  The mission of the 
program is to “form lay Christians in 
Precious Blood spirituality by 
building community, walking with 
those who suffer, and seeking 
reconciliation in a divided world.”  Tim 
Deveney, the director of Precious 
Blood Volunteers, has announced that 
this year there will be six volunteers. 

The volunteers come from a variety of 
backgrounds, though a common 
theme that runs throughout their lives 
is a Catholic education.  Each of them 
have been educated at Catholic 
schools.  This year’s group also has an 
international character with one 
volunteer coming from Germany and 
one from Nigeria.  Despite their 
varied backgrounds, each of them.…
click here to continue reading. 

We have been blessed with several recent ordinations and one 
incorporation.  Click on the link under each photo to read more.

A Season of Ordinations and Incorporations

Alessandro Manzi 
Italian Province

Giacomo Manzo 
Italian Province

James Smith & 
Matthew Keller 

Cincinnati Province

Precious Blood 
Volunteers:  Sharing 
Ministry, Spirituality, and 
Community

Eduardo Indeque 
Iberian Province

Congratulations to Rev. Dominic 
Mavula, C.PP.S. on his recent 
ordination to the priesthood.  Rev. 
Mavula is from the Province of 
Tanzania.
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