
The Renewal of our Community Life:  A Continuing Dialogue 

In response to the Message of the XX General Assembly, the Congregation has been 
engaging in a worldwide dialogue on our community life.  The mandate from the 
Assembly was directed towards the renewal of this pillar of our Society of Apostolic 
Life.   

The overall process was coordinated by the General Curia and began in the individual 
units.  Representatives then brought the contributions of the individual dialogues to the 
Community Life Symposium which was held in Rome on July 24-28, 2017. At the 
Symposium, diverse and culturally enriched viewpoints on our community life were 
brought together in the final document “An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life.” 

The representatives sought to produce a document that was grounded in a rich 
theological vision of community life and one which would lead to the development of 
a praxis of C.PP.S. community life. The desire is that this document will stimulate 
further reflection and dialogue among the members. 

An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life 

In the spirit of Saint Gaspar, we are a community which sees, hears, and responds to 
the cry and call of the Blood of Christ in the world today. United in the bond of charity, 
our sacred relationship reveals the presence of the trinitarian God among and within 
each of us. Our community life helps each of us to reach our full potential as 
missionary disciples and gives witness to the Gospel of Christ. Our mission houses are 
safe places of dialogue where we value equality and create an atmosphere of trust and 
joy. Inspired by the open arms and heart of the crucified Christ we are sincerely present 
to one another and appreciate others as gift while recognizing our brokenness and 
need for conversion. Our charism calls us to be reconciled to each other so that we 
can be a reconciling presence in the world. Marked by the Blood of Christ, our 
communion impels us to deepen our relationships with one another and our lay 
associates. We acknowledge living together in mission houses is the ideal promoted in 
our policies and practices. We recognize there will be exceptions.  

We challenge ourselves to live our commitment to communion in concrete ways by:  
 • committing ourselves to a simple life style. We live in solidarity with others by 

putting their needs before our own.  
 • embracing a prayer life which is enriched by the prayers of the Congregation, 

contemplation, the sharing of the Word, and the celebration of the Eucharist.  
 • sharing meals together.  
 • engaging in a program of ongoing formation and spiritual renewal.  
 • gathering for house congresses, social, and recreational times.  
 • being hospitable to one another, especially our most vulnerable members, lay 

associates, and visitors.  
 • devoting time to Congregational events and celebrations.  
 • practicing co-responsibility in sustaining our community life.  
 • developing best stewardship practices of our human and natural resources. 
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****** 

This document will be used to continue the dialogue about community life in the units.  
Our fundamental goal is the renewal of our lived experience of community.  This 
discussion document will be used to help the members of the unit to explore the 
implications of the vision and praxis of “An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life.”  Two 
questions are offered to guide this discussion:  How can this vision for the community 
life be realized in our unit?  What are the practical, concrete implications for how we 
share our lives? 

Several themes arose during the work of the Symposium which might prove fruitful for 
your discussions.   
  
Mission and Community Life 
There is a recognition that the demands of the apostolate are often viewed as a threat 
or hindrance to community life.  The tendency is to see these two pillars in a dualistic 
way, competing for our time and energy.  Struggling with that creates tension in the 
member and in the community as personal priorities get applied and diverse 
expectations are expressed. 

A better approach to this issue would be to seek an integration of these two aspects.  
What would it mean if we could see mission and community life as two sides of the 
same coin, instead of two distinct and separate ideas in competition for our time and 
energy? 

Community Life as a Witness  
Closely related to the first theme, “An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life” speaks of the 
witness of community life.  Good community life is an outward sign that gives witness 
to our relationships and to the living of our charism.  It also gives witness the Gospel of 
Christ.  We believe that only a reconciled community can be a reconciling presence in 
the world.  Therefore, authentic community life enhances the message we preach.  

Fr. Barry Fischer, our former Moderator General, used to speak of community life as our 
first apostolate.  If we recognized community life as part of our mission, how would it 
affect the rest of our ministry? 

Bond of Charity 
The Bond of Charity is one of the hallmarks of a Gasparian understanding of 
community life. “An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life” calls the Bond of Charity a 
“sacred relationship that reveals the presence of the trinitarian God among and within 
each of us.”   

Our faith teaches us that the Father, Son, and Spirit are one in divine love.  An 
authentic C.PP.S. community life is grounded in this trinitarian love and our 
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community life is truly a witness to that eternal, communal love of God.  What a 
witness that can be! 

Everyone at the Symposium recognized the importance and value of the Bond of 
Charity.  However, the representatives at the Symposium and the entire Congregation 
are challenged to shift from a mere belief-based understanding, to a practice-based 
spirituality. Simply put, what does it mean in practical and concrete terms for us to live 
the Bond of Charity? 

While the Bond of Charity may be difficult to define, it is easy to recognize when we 
see it in practice. We can enrich our dialogue by telling the stories of when we have 
seen the Bond of Charity expressed concretely in action. 

Shared Activity and Depth of Relationships 
A clear difference in perspective emerged at the Symposium when we asked “What 
does good community life look like?” 

Some responded with their conviction that living together and the sharing daily in 
prayer, meals, and activities are essential elements of a good community life.   

Others used the term community primarily to describe the quality of a relationship.  For 
them the value of community was measured by the depth of intimacy found in 
interpersonal sharing, emotional connections, and the commitment to be in 
relationship.  These relationships in community are not dependent on living together.  

Both perspectives were included in “An Authentic C.PP.S. Community Life” and it is 
important that these two perspectives be brought together in all of our units.  
Personally, and as a unit, how can we respond to the challenge of integrating these two 
approaches to community life? 
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