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Carthagena, Ohio USA 

September 10-18, 2012 

MINUTES 
 

The Meeting of the Moderator General and General Council with the Major Superiors of the 

Missionaries of the Precious Blood was convened at St. Charles Center in Carthagena from 

September 10-18, 2012. 

 

Participants List 

Francesco Bartoloni – Moderator General 

William Nordenbrock – I Councilor 

Felix Mushobozi – II Councilor 

Lucas Rodríguez – III Councilor 

Mark Miller – IV Councilor 

Dario Caal – Central America 

Emanuele Lupi – India  (Excused) 

Andreas Hasenburger - Teutonic 

Franciszek Grzywa - Poland 

Oliviero Magnone - Italy 

Joseph Nassal – Kansas City 

José Luís Morgado Ferreira - Iberia 

Lac Pham - Vietnam 

Larry Hemmelgarn – Cincinnati 

Nicanor Azua - Chile 

Jeffrey Finley - Atlantic 

Tomas Chamaya Alva – Perú (Excused) 

Michael Rohde - Brazil 

Reginald Mrosso - Tanzania 

René Cerecedo Alarcón – México 

Ilija Grgic – Croatia 

Marcelo Rodríguez Rivollier- Translator 

 

Monday – September 10, 2012 

After the morning prayers of the day Larry Hemmelgarn, the hosting superior extended a warm 

welcome to all participants and gave some announcements regarding the following week-end. 
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The vice Moderator General William Nordenbrock lead the review of the schedule of the 

meeting and the Agenda (Attachment A). 

 

Moderator General’s Report 

As is the custom for the MMS, we began with a report from the Moderator General. In his 

report (Attachment B-C) he reviewed with the participants the activities of his ministry of 

leadership since the last MMS in 2010.  This report had two part: the first was an overview of 

the work of the General Curia, commentary on the official visitations and the second part of his 

report was on the situation of the Indian Vicariate.  Following the report, he responded to 

questions from the participants. 

 

Reports from the General Councilors 

The second morning session was dedicated to the reports from the General Councilors. William 

Nordenbrock, Felix Mushobozi, Lucas Rodriguez Fuertes and Mark Miller, each made reports on 

their activities, with emphasis on the task of animation in their area of responsibility. 

(Attachments D-E-F)1.  

 

Reports from the Unit Superiors 

The afternoon sessions were dedicated to the reports from each of the Units’ superiors.  The 

superiors were asked to follow a format (Attachment G) which was sent to them with the 

convocation letter. Each superior was given 30 minutes to share the highlights from their report 

and to respond to questions from others .  

 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012  

 

The second day of the gathering was a continuation of the process of receiving reports from 

each of the superiors.  Again written reports were submitted electronically. 

 

Wednesday September 12 thru Friday September 14 was dedicated to the preparation for the 

upcoming General Assembly in 2013. All sessions were led by William Nordenbrock and a 

separate schedule was distributed for this process (Attachments H-I-J-K). This was an important 

part of this gathering and its main focus. In these three days we decided to pursue a 

discernment process that is rooted in the orientation of Appreciative Inquiry. The aim of this 

process is to arrive at a congregational vision that will guide the selection of the next General 

                                                           
1
 William Nordenbrock gave an oral report which is not included in the attachments. 
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administration and will offer concrete direction for the work of the development of the 

Congregation during their administration. 

 

Weekend in Chicago – Friday afternoon September 14 we travelled by bus from Carthagena OH 

to Chicago and stopped over at St. Joseph’s College Rensselaer, IN. The community and staff 

offered a wonderful reception and dinner. In Chicago we were hosted at the Cenacle Sisters’ 

retreat house West Fullerton, a beautiful place near the Lincoln Park North Chicago. Saturday 

and Sunday were dedicated to touring the city and ministries of the CPPS there. 

 

Minutes of Business Meeting 

 

September 17, 2012 

 

I. Moderator General Charity Report (Attachment L) – Francesco Bartoloni 

The Moderator General Charity Fund is a small fund that is made available for the support of 

CPPS projects that are outside the normal budgeting activity.  The monies come from donations 

made by individual units. The Moderator has sole authority over the distribution of the funds.  

While not required to do so, it has been the policy of Francesco to consult with his council and 

like his predecessor, he has reported to the MMS.  The Moderator General invited all Units 

Directors to be more supportive in contributing to this fund. 

 

II. General Treasurer’s report – William Nordenbrock 

Bill gave a brief report (Attachment M).  Because the financial statement for 2011 were 

previous distributed, they were not reviewed specifically.  Instead, the report focused on the 

meeting of the Provincial Treasurers. 

 

A specific task was a review of the modified proposal for the funding of the General Curia.  

While this proposal did not require a vote of the meeting, by show of hands it was unanimously 

agreed that this funding agreement would be our policy.  The new percentages will be in effect 

immediately. 

 

III. Following up on agenda items from the MMS in 2010. 

 Manual of Prayer – Mark Miller 

Mark reviewed the history of the request that was made during the Fatima MMS to 

update the Manual of Prayer.  His request to the unit Directors did not receive any 
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response.  For that reason, the General Council did not draft an updated manual.  Mark 

asked the group about how to proceed and it was discussed. 

 

The decision of the MMS was that we are not going to pursue this matter; rather we will 

maintain the existing Manual of Prayers and know that individual units will use these in a way 

that makes sense in their cultural reality. 

 

 Reestablishing the Feast of the Precious Blood on the universal calendar – Lucas 

Rodríguez Fuertes 

Lucas reviewed the history of the request that was made during the Fatima MMS to update 

to pursue getting the Feast of the Precious Blood on the universal calendar.  He then 

described the work that he did to pursue this matter.  He entered into a dialogue with the 

Holy See and explored the requirements that would need to be met.  The requirements are 

extensive.  Lucas has sent a request, but no reply has been forthcoming to date.  No MMS 

action was needed or taken. 

 

IV. Guidance about the Ongoing Formation of the Newly Incorporated Members – 

Lucas Rodríguez Fuertes 

Lucas noted that the request for some guidance on the ongoing formation of newly 

incorporated members came out of a MMS discussion about the reality that there is a trend of 

members leaving the Congregation during the first years after incorporation.  This was 

discussed by the General Curia and we sought the input of those newly incorporated members 

who participated in the New Member Workshop held during the summer of 2011.  The General 

Curia then reviewed their recommendations and expressions of concern and formulated the 

report that is submitted to the MMS at this time (Attachment N).  Lucas then reviewed the 

report in some detail.   

 

The Guidance was briefly discussed.  Individuals spoke about the reality that they are facing in 

their own unit.  No MMS action was needed or taken. 

 

V. Policy on a Member Working in the Territory of Another Unit (but not in the 

apostolate of that unit) – Francesco Bartoloni 

Francesco referred the MMS to the written policy that was distributed in their packets.  This 

draft of the policy was previously distributed as a recommendation from the General Curia, but 

it comes to the MMS to be discussed, modified as needed, and then to be approved as a 



The Meeting of the Major Superiors --- 2012 

                                                MMS – Carthagena Ohio USA, September 10-18, 2012 Page 5 

 

binding policy for the Congregation.  Because it is to establish a binding policy, it was decided to 

read the policy together. 

 

Reginald Mrosso suggested a modification be made that strengthens the involvement of the 

Moderator General so that the policy required the involvement of the Moderator General and 

not merely that the Moderator General be informed.  Clarification was requested as to the 

meaning of the change; would it require that the Moderator General give consent to the 

agreement between the two units?  After discussion, the policy was not modified in this way. 

 

Joe Nassal moved that the Policy be adopted as a binding policy of the Congregation; this was 

seconded by Andreas Hasenburger.  By a show of hands, this was unanimously approved.  As of 

this date, September 17, 2012, it is a part of the Normative Texts, although it is not considered 

sufficient reason to reprint the Normative Texts books. It does need to be translated for use 

and understanding in the units.  This policy is not retroactive, but it is binding going forward.  

While not retroactive, the reason for the policy is to ensure good cooperation and collaboration 

between the units.  For that reason, if such situations exist, then the involved unit directors 

might consider using the policy to discuss those current situations.  

 

VI. Report on MERLAP – Mark Miller 

Mark Miller gave a brief summary of the recent MERLAP III workshop.  He gave an account of 

the schedule and activity.  He reported that an evaluation was given by the participants.  He 

highlighted one aspect of that evaluation: the participants would have liked the schedule to 

include more time for socializing with one another. 

 

Mark also presented a concern or question that arose during the General Council review of the 

MERLAP gathering; that is, what is the meaning of the General Statute S12 and is there a 

difference between those who are lay associates and the laity that associates with us through 

our community life and ministry. 

 

We read the Statute and discussed it.  Jeff Finley raised the question as to why this issue has 

surfaced, since he thought that the Statute was clear.  In response, Mark said that the issue 

arose in that some units do not have formal programs or lay association, but they want their 

unit represented at MERLAP.  José Luis Morgado said that his unit does not have a formal 

program, but does have a group of laity that have a strong association with the community and 

which might develop into a lay association. 
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The question was asked about the recent MERLAP III gathering- was this issue problematic?  

Mark responded that the issue is more that some participants come to the gathering with less 

formation and that their level of knowledge of our spirituality, history, etc. is less.  

 

In the discussion it was noted that S12 referred to ‘lay associations’ as a formal entity.  Some 

want there to be intentionality in the way we define our lay associates.  However, others spoke 

for having a very broad interpretation of S12, allowing the units to determine who they 

consider their ‘lay associates’ and that they should send them as representatives to future 

MERLAP gatherings. 

 

José Luis asked about the purpose of MERLAP.  What has been the historical purpose for 

sponsoring these gatherings?  As a participant in the three gatherings, Bill reported that the 

purpose has been twofold: Share our spirituality with the laity; and to promote the formation 

of lay associates as formal entities.  Mark added that an additional purpose has been to make 

possible the creation of relationships between the lay associates in different units. 

 

There was no decision or action taken or needed at this time.  The discussion was beneficial and 

we will continue with the current practice of allowing each unit to define who they will send to 

future MERLAP gatherings. 

 

September 18, 2012 

 

I. Report from the International Center of Precious Blood Spirituality (ICPBS) – 

Barry Fischer 

The Director of the ICPBS, Barry Fischer was present to give a report (Attachment O).  The 

report began with a review of the mandate from the 2004 General Assembly that led to the 

establishment of the ICPBS.  He also reviewed the clarification of purpose that was given by the 

current General administration.  He then gave a report on his activities since the last MMS in 

Fatima. 

 

The issue of Curia sponsored workshops was introduced.  The issue is that there are a number 

of workshops that have become a part of the normal international life of the community 

(Formators workshop, new members’ workshop, MERLAP).  Also this administration sponsored 

a Mission workshop as a response to a General Assembly mandate.  In addition to these, the 

ICPBS has sponsored workshops.  We are aware that there is a limited number of persons to 

participate in these workshops and that the cost is often borne by a couple of the units.   What 
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workshops do the unit directors want the Curia to sponsor?  There was no definitive answer to 

this question. 

 

II. Proposal from the Teutonic Province – Andreas Hasenburger 

Andreas submitted a proposal to the MMS (Attachment P).  In summary, the request was for 

the ICPBS offer annually a two month workshop for 15 definitively incorporated members (or 

other professed members of the Precious Blood family).  

 

 

III. Proposal from the Tanzania Vicariate – Reginald Mrosso 

Reginald Mrosso submitted a proposal from the Tanzania Vicariate for a formators course that 

will help prepare the formators from the various units (Attachment Q).  The focus of the course 

would be the patrimony of the Congregation; history and spirituality. 

 

The two proposals were discussed in conjunction with each other; although the programs are 

distinct. 

 

In discussion the Teutonic proposal, all liked the idea, but the practical considerations of cost 

and the availability of persons to participate make having an annual program impractical.  Some 

might think of this as a sabbatical course or we might refer to it as a Precious Blood Spirituality 

intensive course.  Francesco suggested the possibility of modifying the proposal that the 

program be offered once during a general administration term; maybe once in English and once 

in Spanish; for 15 Precious Blood persons. While we support the idea, we did not make a 

commitment to this course of action.  Rather we would make our support for the program 

known to future unit directors and we would make the decision about a specific course offering 

in a given year based on the decision of the unit directors to send members to the program.  

 

We discussed in detail the Tanzanian proposal.  Again all supported the desired goal of having 

qualified formators or the continuing formation that is needed to create patrimony experts in 

the units; we discussed practical concerns about the proposal as the means to achieve that 

goal.  The members acknowledged the real need that Reginald raised for the training of 

formators in his unit.  While that is recognized there was not support from the MMS for the 

specific proposal from Tanzania. 

 

IV. Bicentennial Celebration Discussion – Barry Fischer 
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As a member of the General Curia Barry Fischer is also the head of the International 

Commission for the observance of the Congregational bicentennial, which will occur in 2015.  

Barry identified the members of the Commission and reported on their initial meeting and the 

suggestions that they developed.  Those suggestions were included in the participant packets 

for the MMS.  Those suggestions were first reviewed by the General Curia and they now come 

to the MMS for input. 

 

A couple of things were noted as what the unit directors need to do now.  The first that each 

units needs to have a designated person to coordinate the bicentennial observance preparation 

within their unit. Another is the current year’s project of having brief histories written by the 

end of this calendar year.  This will be disseminated in some way through the Cup of the New 

Covenant and will be compiled in some way to produce a modern history of the Congregation. 

 

We began to discuss some specific ideas. Do we want to solicit designs for a symbol and slogan 

to be used during the three year period of the bicentennial observance?  Mark Miller suggested 

that the topic statement for the AD process might be used for the inspiration of this work.  It 

was then suggested that the MMS decided on the slogan and then ask for the artists in the 

congregation to provide suggestions for images.  However, we began to brainstorm ideas and 

decided that we need to go back to the original idea of asking for suggestions for both slogan 

and symbol.  The unit directors agreed to make the request for suggestion known to their 

members, especially their artists.  We will also solicit possibilities through the website. 

 

We turned our discussion to the possibility of producing a DVD of the Congregation.  Francesco 

suggested concretely that each unit submit video clips and that we hire someone to compile 

the clips into a Congregational DVD.  The idea is appealing to the members, but without 

concrete details it is hard to discuss. 

 

Barry showed an example of the DVD that was professionally produced.  He said that the cost 

would depend on what we ask them to do, but the cost estimates could be 15,000-35,000 

Euros.  There was enough interest in the possibility that we asked Barry to explore concretely 

the possibility of a professionally produced DVD and to bring that information and budget to 

the January 2013 General Council meeting for discussion and then to the short MMS held in 

conjunction with the General Assembly. 

 

There is support for a major celebration in Rome on August 15, 2015.  This would need to be 

coordinated with the Italian Province.  The celebration would include a Eucharistic celebration 



The Meeting of the Major Superiors --- 2012 

                                                MMS – Carthagena Ohio USA, September 10-18, 2012 Page 9 

 

and meal; it could include other events leading up to or after the event; like a pilgrimage or 

retreat.  It was suggested that we might use tour guide companies to help with the 

coordination of this international celebration. 

 

The question was raised about anticipating the date for this celebration.  August in Rome is a 

time when it might be hard to gather a big crowd.  It was suggested that we might anticipate 

the celebration and have the international gathering in Rome on July 1; and then the units 

would have the date of August 15 for local celebrations.  This idea was widely supported and 

we will go forward with planning for the July 1 date for the major celebration.  To assist in the 

preparation for this event, each unit director is asked to come to the MMS after the General 

Assembly with some idea about the number of participants that they think we should anticipate 

attending.  This will assist the Commission and the Italian Province in planning for the event. 

 

The question of having a Youth Day as part of this celebration was put forward.  Oliviero 

Magnone reported that every January the Italian Province has a successful youth event.  He 

wondered if it is possible that we have an extra day, maybe on the 6th of January, to broaden 

the focus to an international CPPS youth event.  Another possibility is to plan for an event that 

coincides with the papal world youth day in Poland in 2015; this place has not yet been officially 

chosen by the Vatican.  These are not mutually exclusive possibilities and we encouraged the 

Italian and Polish provinces to build upon existing youth ministry or events to host a 2015 CPPS 

international youth event.  

 

V. Preparation for the General Assembly 

In the decisions that were made by the MMS for the preparation for the General Assembly, the 

unit directors requested that some material be prepared to present the necessary material and 

to introduce the process of seeking the input of the members.  The material was drafted and 

given to the members for review.  It was approved without modification.  The letter will be 

prepared with the two attachments, Expectation of the Delegates and Witnessing to Our 

Charism. (questions to guide the Discovery process in the units), see attachments R-S-T.  

 

VI. Time and place of the next MMS 

There will be a brief MMS at the end of the General Assembly.  However we need a place for 

the MMS in 2014.  Because a likely major agenda item for that meeting would be the request 

for the elevation of the Tanzanian Vicariate to the status of a Province, Reginald Mrosso offered 

to host the meeting.  We decided on the full week of September 14-20, 2014.  This time and 
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place can be reserved by the MMS participants, but specific details will be developed in the 

future. 

 

VII. Clarification of C40 

Francesco brought to the attention of the MMS that our Normative Texts C40 requires that all 

dimissorials be requested by the Provincial and his Council.  This is different than the 

Vademecum which allows all Major Superiors to make the request. This is permitted by canon 

law and the fact that our Constitution does not permit the Vicariate Director to make the 

request is probably an oversight.  However, to dispense with the requirement of the 

Constitution requires the action of the Holy See.  For that reason, we will change the 

Vademecum and the Vicariate Directors are asked to be patient with the oversight and to 

submit their dimissorial requests through their respective Provincials. 

 

At this point the MMS was brought to conclusion. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

William Nordenbrock, CPPS 

Recording Secretary 

 
Secretary General 

 

 

 

 

 

 


